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Editorial Commentary

Editorial practice used here is based on‘thatlemployed in the
series Early English Church Music.

Performance:

Intonations should be sung by a soloist, and the discantus and.
contra parts in the polyphony by soloists or a small chorus. Per-
formance of the tenor and bass parts is discussed more fully in Chs
III*above, and may also involve soloists or a small group of sing-
ers.

Voices, clefs, etc.:

None of the music has been transposed. The original clef, sig-
nature, mensuration sign and designation are given at the beginning
of each voice, any subsequent changes being noted in the Critical
Commentary. The original first note is also given, followed by two
black note heads to indicate the range of each vaice.

Note~values, symbols:
Manuscript values have been quartered. Ligatures and coloration

are indicated in the usual manner as ™ and ™ ™ respectively.

Barring:

A normal modern use of bar-lines has been adopted, though a few

irregular bar-lengths have been inserted where necessary.

Signatures and accidentals:

Where a signature begins or ends in the‘middle of a stave of the

edition, a bar line 18 inserted before the aignafﬁre or canceller
(80 giving a double stroke at otherwise normal bar-lines). Accident-
als on the stave are actually in the source, and any which have been
omitted from the edition have been noted in the Critical Commentary.
Accidentals above the stave are editorial additions or reflect an
earlier accidental (or signature) which in the editor's opinion is

still valid. All apply only to the note over which they appear. The



Critical Commentary notes the'precise position of all accidentals
and signatures in the source, togéther with their significance, and
this matter is also discussed in greater detail in Ch.l1V above 1.
Underla! and Texting:

The underlay is predominantly editorial since the manuscript
underlay appears, for the most part, to be largely arbitrary 2."'“The
Critical Commentary lists what texting is given, and notes any spe-
cific problems. In accordance with suggestions made in Ch.IIl 3.
all tenor and bass parts have been fully texted, long notes being
split as nec;ssary, and the reaultingiahort notes given 5elow the
stave in question. All editorially supplied text is enclosed in
brackets. Concerning policy followed in Frye's Credo settings, see
Ch.III h. Since this provides no clue as to the possible texting of.
tenor parts or of the bassus in the Missa Flos regalis, the discan-
tus text has been allotted to tenor parts, and where there is no in-
dependent text for the bassmns in question, that of the contra has
been underlaid. Concerning the tentative reconstruction of the Kyrie

Summe Trinitati, see Ch.]lI 2 and the Critical Commentary.

Tempo relationships: ‘
In Frye's Masses Nobilis et pulcra and Flos regalis and Cockx's

Mass, it is suggeéted that a‘bar of 3/4 under O time should corres-
pond with a bar of 2/2 under C/¢ time. In Plummer's Mass, there
should be a crotchet equivalence between the 3/4 (O«time) and 4/4

(C-time) sections. For further discussion of tﬂis, see Ch.I1I 6.

Plainsong and intonations:

The cantus firmus melodies used in Frye's Masses are given in

aken from the

: e e -
Graduale Sarisburiense, plates 1k~ 19¥#t: ' | =~ 7 n.

Ch.II above 7. The foilowingtiﬁtonatiéns havﬁ'béeq_i
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Since the Kyrie of the Missa Nobilis et zplcra is troped Deus
¢reator omnium, the work is intended for a feaat of @he Héjor
Double type 8, and the intonations Gloria (i), Sanctus (i) and
Agnus Dei (i) should be used.

The Kyrie of Plummer's Mass is troped Omnipotens Pater, make
ing the work as a whole suitable for a feast of the Minor Double

type; hance, intonation Gloria (iii) should be used. If Salve

virgo mater is accepted as the Kyrie Summe Trinitati and troped

Omnipotens Pater as suggested below in the Critical Commentary 9,
the same intonation should also be used in this Mass, together

with Sanctus (ii) and Agnus Dei (ii).
Cockx's Mass presents a problem in that its Kyrie Deus cre-

ator omnium implies a Major Double feast, but the Graduale Saris-

buriense gives no suitable intonations for the Sanctus and Agnus
Dei; i.e. one is apparently forced to use an intonation which is
either modally inappropriate ((i) in each caaej or liturgically
inappropriate ((ii) in each case). In practice, the second alter-
native seems to be the lesser evil. The Gloria should be intro-
duced by intonation (ii).

It is impossible to teii for what type of feast the Missa
Flos regalis was intended, since there is no surviving Kyrie;
hence either Gloria (i) or (iii) may be considered suitable.

The follewing intonatign can be used for each Credo:

’

_- 3_“-
|

Cre-do in u ~num De -~ um,



.Footnotes to Editorial dommentary

W_

T vo1.1, p.226£f.

S Vole1, pe156..

> Vol.1, p.151£f¢f.

h Vol.1 ’ p-195ff-

2 Section B.

6 Vol.1, pp.88ff., 130£ff. (fn.23), and 134 (fn.67)1

7 Exx.1, 2 and 4.

8 See H.F. Dickinson: Missale Sarum,. 928*.

7 See below, p. 149ff.
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