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Preface 

One year of ess�ntially part time research is certainly' 

not long enouBh to cover a subject in depth and with certainty. This 

statement is not an apology for the subsequent material but merely an 

indication of certain limitations. A full and considered investigation 

should involve all possible extant material from Norwich and elsewhere. 

Time has excluded a detailed look at for instance the cathedral Ledger 

Books and the returns of the scholars at Cambridge University sponsored 

by the cathedral. Also certain avenues of research have only been touched. 

upon or not considered at all - for example areas sucn as the second 

benefices of the petty-canons, or the secular jobs of the singing-men, 

or the whole q_uestion of the music and its part in the church. Al though 

the Horuich and Norfolk Public Record Office (;1r.N.P.R.O.) contains a 

great wea,l th of untapped information ( and in the case of the Dean & Chapter 

deposit the amount of this will not be clear i:mtil they have got round 

to issueing a catalogue of it all), time andalso economics have prohibited 

the search to be extended elsewhere ee;. the British Museum, Durham 

Cathedral Li'Brary (where much of the music apparently lies). 

HHhin these limitations I have tried to produce as 

a picture as possible. Undoubtedly some opinions would be modified and 

qualifed with subsequent research. Indeed carefully matured -thought suffers 

in the 'rush' of information which inevitably accrues in an intens:i.ve 

period of stucly. I hope, though, any inconsistencies c2.uscd by hasty 

judgements at the time of writing are of slight conseq_uence. 

Pa.rt I, Hi storioal Perspectives, tracks chronolo[:ically 

the story of the cathedral and cliocese as a whole during the period in 

questio� but with special reference to the effects of religious turmoil 

and administrative abuse 011 music. Part II de2.ls with the individ.uz.l 

aspects of the musical ·institution. By separating this topic into small 

constituents it is hoped that the whole has greater clarification. It 

is also hoped thnt the t1-ro parts together go some ,vay to illustrating 

the workings of the musical institution in the context of the picture 

of the cathedral as a livinc; est,!blishment. The 'I1able of i'-�usicians 

should be a reference po'5Jit for all information deal ins Hi th dates and 

positions. Extracts from the Elizabethan Statutes and the Jacobean 

Statutes have been printed before, ·out the latter not at such length 

1 - Elizabeth I the PhD '11hesis of D1'. Alan "3mith; James I in the book 
byHev. u. nooton (thouch thc:re·are several errors in the ext,:r.:.cts): 
see Bibliography for full references. 
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as in Appendix IV. I believe the 1605 Orders and, more importantly, 

the extracts from the Statutes of Henry VIII are printed for the fi.rsi; 

time. Because of the vagaries of ecclesiastical Latin as written in 

Nor,-Tich and the occasional d.ifficul ty in deciphering untidy scri -pt, 

the translations of the Hen:dcian and Jacobean Statutes have been at 

times problematical, and I acknowledge the valuable help of r,1r. :David 

Chadd in these areas. Full responsibility for any inadequacy of 

translation, though, lies with the writer. 

Acknowledgements: 

Mr. David Chadd - for astute guidance and supervision, and patience. 

Dr. Alan Smith - for his transcript of the Elizabethan Statutes, a.nd 

his usualencouragement and hospitality. 

Miss Helen Lythgoe - for creating order out of illegi bil ty and chaos. 

Andrew Carnall 

September 1976 
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PART I 

Historical Perspectives 



,. .2 

Even when Henry VIII broke the people's double allegiance to earthly 

rulers (monarch and Pope) making himself the self-styled supremo of both 

spiritual and temporal matters and causing the church in England to become 

the Church of England worship was not radically altered. 1 The 'Reformation' 

of Henry was largely a political expedient to gain a male heir and Henry's 

attitude to the reforming zeal of Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury was cool. 

But for the final years of Henry's reign it seems unlikely that there was 

much Protestant worship in England. Even after Cranmer's English Litany in 

1544, the one major liturgical chang� in Henry's reformation, performances 

of English versions of the liturgy were probably unusual occurrences. The 

fact that the diarist Wriothesley bothers to report the rumours of an English 

Te. Ve.um being sung on several occasions in London and even on English Mass 

twice in villages north of the city shows the exceptional nature of the 

2 event. 

Henry disliked Protestantism, as shown by his polemic against Lutheran­

ism written 1521, but the break from Rome gave political independence and 

the Anglicising of the church was a small price to pay for the benefits, 

both economic (dissolution of the monasteries) and political, of his action. 

Edward's reign brought the official acceptance of Protestantism as the 

Regents Somerset and Northumberland drove the country on an increasingly 

radical path with the two Prayer Books (1549, 1552) and their attendant 

Injunctions. The slow moving Henrician reform turned to a torrent as "popish11 

practices and ceremonies were ended and Calvinist philosophies became more 

prevalent. The second Prayer Book emphasised the memorial rather than the 

sacrificial aspects of worship,less mystical more humanistic; vestments and 

furnishings were almost banished and music was severely pruned to the more 

1 - The general historical information_has been gleaned from a variety of 
work, most notably the following: 
H.G. Ale.xandeJL, 'Rwg,fon .Ln. England 1558-1662', (University of 
London Press; London, 1968), 
M. A.ohle.y, 'England in -t:he.. 1Uh. Ce.ntuJL!f', (Pelican; London, 1961). 
S.T. Bindo66, 'Tu.dolt England' (Pelican; London, 1950). 
J. Htvw:tf/,e.ld, 'Euzabe.th and the. Unj_,ty 06 En

g
.fond', (Peli.can; London, 

l Q7l). 
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'educative' and 'democratic' qualities of the Lutheran and Calvinist 

churches than the s�nsual indulgcrnent of the Catholic church. 

Mary's reign was a vehement reaction to the previous radicalism. Yet 

her excesses served not to re-align England to Catholicism but to cause 

deep resentment and hatred among her people. Her two basic mistakes of 

excessive purges,thus causing a reaction against Catholicism,and her marri­

age to Philip of Spain placing England as a political and religious satel­

lite of the dominant Catholic power, thus offending the feelings of Anglican 

nationalism which had been renewed with Henry's act of defiance, served only 

to increase the growth of Protestant underground militancyin the country 

throughout her reign. It is probable that only London and its environs were 

counter-reformed to the Catholic faith. 

Mary's excesses ensured the long term success of Protestantis� and,by 

driving many into exile,meant that many of England's for-emost intellectuals 

had took to the various European protestant sects. But despite the exhort­

ations of the returning exiles, Elizabeth I 's moves were cautious in 1558-9. 

Her attitude caused much d�sappointment to returning and emerging radicals. 

But she saw the need for a unified country which was only attainable by 

drawing in as many shades of religious opinion to her settlement. But at 

first domestic policies were dictated by foreign events which necessitated 

staying friendly with Spain whilst the two countries fought France. Only 

after the Treaty of Cateau--Cambresis (April 1559) was it possible to turn 

full attention on domestic problems. 

For the many returning exiles deeply entrenched in European Puritanism 

the Queen's policies were disappointing. Though the "Ac;t 6oJi. the UnI{iO!lmdy 

l - (continued) E. Ca.,1.dwell, 'A H).,6.toh!:f 06 Con6e;·ie.nc.e..,�', (3rd Edition, 
Oxford, 1849) . 
A. Sm,,[_,th, 'The P!t.a.c.-ti .. c.e on Mullic. -
(Ph.D. Thesis; University of Birmingham, 1967). 
P. Le. Hu1w.y, 'MuJ.iic. and the. l<e.Jo1tma.tfon ,Ln Eng,('.and, 1549-1660' 
(Herbert Jenkins; London, 1�67). 

2 -- e.d. W.P. Ham,i,Uon., 'W1i,,i..o.the.1.:iley'1.:i ChJI.on.i..c.le.' (2 vols, Cambden Socie·ty, 
n.s .. 11 and 20 18'7S/1877). 
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o0 c.ommon picCUJVL and divine ,5rutvic.e ,{,VI. :the_ ChuAc.h" provided for an almost 

3 
exact reprint of th6 Calvinist influenced 1552 Prayer Book, it had a sting 

in the tail for Protestant extremists; 

"that much OJ;naments of the Church and of the ministers 

shall be retained and be in use, as was in the Church of 

England, by authority of Parliament, in the second year 

of the reign of King Edward the Sixth, until other order 

shall be therein taken by the authority of the Queen's 

Majesty." 

This brought back all ornaments and vestments so criticised by_ the Puritans. 

Their only consolation was that the order seemed to be an interim measure 

only later did they realise the Queen was resolved to make few concessions 

on this point. 

The 1559 Visitation also used Edwardian Injunctions but again with 

significant revisions and additions. One of the extra clauses concerning 

music was once more against Puritan thought and left a wide margin of :inter­

pretation; 

''Item, because .. .. .  there hath been livings for the maintenance 

of men and children to use singing in the church, by means 

whereof the laudable science of music hath been had in estimation 

and preserved in knowledge: the Queen's Majesty neither in any 

wise the decay of everything that might conveniently tend to the 

use and continuance of the said science, neither to have the same 

in any part so abused in the Church that whereby the Common Prayer 

should be the worse understanded of the hearers, willeth and 

comrnandeth that first no alteration to be made of such assignments 

3 alterations included; the deletion of various offensive references to 
the Pope, the removal of the Black Rubric, the administration of 
the Commw1ion included both 1549 and 1552 sentences (thus permitting 
a wide range of beliefs concerning the nature of the Sacrament). 
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living as heretofore hath been appointed to the use of 

singing or music in the Church, but that the same so remain. 

And that there be a modest and distant song, so used in all 

parts of the Common Prayer in the Church, that the same may 

be as plainly understanded, as if it were read without singing. 

And yet nevertheless, for the comforting of such that delight 

in music, it may be permitted, that in the beginning, or in 

the end of Common Prayer, either at morning or evening, there 

may be sung an hymn or suchlike song, to the praise of Almighty 

God in the best sort of melody and music that may be conveniently 

devised having respect that the sentence of the hymn may be 

understanded and perceived . 11 4 

Elizabeth outwardly accepted Protestantism but supported the reformed 

faith only in a negative sense, that is she did not wish papal authority to 

overseer England. She was far more inclined to the trappings of the 

Catholic ceremonial than to the austerity of Protestant faiths. This upset 

the Puritans, and their confusion at the Queen's ideals were further increased 

by the elaborations in her private chapels. Puritans rightly felt that 

what took place in the monarch 1 s chapel should be the pattern for the country. 

But the dichotomy between the public and private policy depended on the 

traditional Tudor grand strategy of expendiency - ceremony for foreign 

visitors, simplicity for domestic view. Elizabeth preferred the 'insular 

catholicism' of her father and also the mollified Protestantism of the 1549 

Prayer Boo� though the views of her advisers and her own judgement were too 

strong for her to insist on the latter. 

There was much of the spirit of Geneva, however, in the church's admini­

stration. As more returning exiles were appointed to the church hierarcl1y 

4- - W. FJLVLe., 'VJ./2i,:t,a;li,on Atr.;llc.lv., and Inju.n.c..tionh Vol. 3 7559-7575 ', 
(Alcuin Club Collections; xvi; London, 1910), Injunction 4-9, p. 22. 
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so more radical influences became apparent. Whilst Parliament made the 

legal revolution, the people and clerics were already carrying it out so 

that the 1559 Visitation found that the transformation had already been 

made - sometimes too vigorously. The Puritan protest had first attacked 

the externals of worship. Parliament laid down certain requirements for 

ornaments etc. but since these had largely been destroyed, churches deva­

stated, services discontinued in a wave of revulsion against the Marian 

Church, all that was laid down in the new rubrics was often unattainabie 

(which did not bother some bishops) . Only royal pressure caused the rubric's 

to be strictly adhered to in some places. The Geneva influence had worked 

so rapidly in some places that some of the populace seemed to have believed 

that Calvinist doctrines were imminent. One parson, for preaching that it 

was no more justifiable to follow the "Geneva Church than the Rornish Church" 

and that royal authority should decide, was reported by his churchwardens to 

the visiting commissioners. 

Whilst the clause in the Act of Uniformity "until other order be there­

in taken" encouraged many Puritans that toleration would be shown to devi­

ation from the strict adherence of the order on services and that in time 

further changes would be made, others sought to hurry these changes along. 

The Puritan voice was first heard on block in the 1563 Convocation sessions 

where there were many enunciations against elaborate choral music, vestments, 

and other Puritan grievances of "popish" practices. The Lower House of 

Convocation held a particularly radical group who put forward a seven point 

plan which would have demolished the Anglican media via, and which had as its 

first stage the abolition of "all curious singing and playing of the organs. 11 

A substantial majority defeated this but many major clerics were in favour. 

Less radical proposals were then moved incorporating the familiar Puritan 

demands of simpli fication of vestments,. the abolition of the sign of the 

cross at Baptism and that "the use of the organs be rernoved11
• The resolu­

tions were defeated but by only one vote, and that a proxy vote, by 59 to 58. 



l 

This defeat, the unusually determined enforcement by Parker of the 'Book 

5 of Advertisements' on London clergy, and the clever and spirited defence 

of the bishops in handling a vestiarian pamphlet controversy in London, 

made the Puritans realise that they would not be allowed to overturn the 

established order of the Church at will. 

Unable to gain full control of the Church, Puritan Clerics made inroads 

into these "popish" excesses on a more localised basis. For instance Bishop 

Horne of Winchester banned the playing of the organs at Winchester College 

and more or less banned anything but the most simple music at Winchester 

Cathedral. Elsewhere Puri tan critic ism took to the streets in the forn1 of 

pamphlets. The removal to a more grass roots level was accompanied by a 

greater radicalism notably in the 1570' s and the bitter Presbyterian contro-· 

versy. Attacks at that time were not just confined to the form of worship 

but more seriously on the whole fabric of the Church and the episcopal system 

itself. In the Parliament of 1571 the Puritan lobby made determined attempts 

to force six religious bills through, but far more significant was the mani­

fests 1 An Admovu;t,,i_on to Pafl.Uame,n,t: a vie.won Pop,.u.,h Abu.oe. 1 (1572) which 

brought the whole Presbyterian controversy into the open. Written by John 

Field and Thomas Wilcox, it was one of the most important documents of 

Puritan invective. Besides explicitly advocating the Presbyterian system 

of church government, it lampooned the cathedral close; 

5 

"We should be too long to tell your honours of Cathedral 

Churches the dens aforesaid of all loitering lubbers, where 

Master Dean, Master Vicedean, Master Canons or Prebendaries 

the greater, master petty canons or canons the lesser, master 

Chancellor of the church, master treasurer otherwise called 

- so much so that few of the futur� ieaders of the Puritan movement in 
London came from the regular London clergy but from the lecturers 
who held no benefices. 
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Judas the purse-bearer, the chief chanter, s inging-men 

special favourers of re ligion, squeaking choristers, 

organ players, gospeller, epistolers, pensioners, 

readers, vergers etc. live in great idleness and 

have their abiding . If you would know whence all these 

came, we can easily ans1<Jer you, that they come from the 

Pope, as out of the Trojan horse's belly, to the destruction 

of God' s kingdom. The church of God never knew them, 

neither doth any reformed church in the world know them1 1 6 

The ministers, the musicians and the music were particularly easy targets 

for the Puritan pamphleteers. Though obviously exaggerated, their claims 

and criticisms carried more than a grain of truth at a time when the stan­

dard of clergy was generally low, at a time when there was a shortage of 

qualified men to fill benefices, and at a time when the low leve l of stipends 

attracted few of any qual ity of be ministers or musicians ; 

" In all their order of service there is no edification, 

according to the rule of the Apostle, but confusion, they 

toss the Psalms in most places l ike tennis balls .  The 

people some standin& some walking, some talking, some 

reading _, some praying by themselves, attend not to the 

minister. He again passes it over as fast as he can gallop .  

For either he has two places to serve or else there are some 

games to be played in the afternoon, as lying on the whetstone 

heathenish dancing for the ring, a bear or a bull to bait or 

else 'Jacke an Apes' to ride on horseback, or an interlude to 

be played, and if no place else can be got, it must be done in 

the church " 7 

1------------------------------------------ ------�-·--·� ··-·--·-• ·-

6 - W . H . F!LVUl and C.E . Vou.gfct-6 , ' PU!l.,Uan Mw·u{ir...6-tou - Cl 1:i-t.udtj o n  the 
01iigin. o 6 the Pu.!Litan. Revo,U ' ( Th e Church H i storical Society; 
lxxii ; London , 1907) , arti cle 11 , p . 32 .  

7 - ibid .  article 13 , p . 29 .  



All these abuses were undeniably to be found around the country. The 

cry was familiar from extreme Puritans now ; 

1 1that all cathedral church be put down where the service 

of God is grievously abused by piping with organs, singing, 

and trolling of psalms from one side of the choir to 

another with the squeaking of chanting choristers. 1 1
8 

Non-congregational music was particularly abhorrent ; 

"their tossing to and fro of psalms and sentences is like 

tennis play whereto God is called to judge who can best 

and be most gallant in his worship ; as by organs, 

pricksong, chanting, buzzing and mumbling very roundly 

on diverse hands . Thus they have a show of religion, but 

indeed they turn it to gaming, and play mock holiday with 

9 the worship of God . "  

There has been no period when the Church has not been criticised 

because of the failings of its servants . The reasons for the increased 

criticisms at the beginning of Elizabeth's· reign were twofold. Clerica l 

prestige had declined during the Reformation and the apparent high morta lity · 

of elder clerics at the end of Mary left a severe shortage of suitable 

persons to take their place, with a consequence that the standard of man 

admitted was lower. Also the fact that many more of the laity were now 

educated, and the greater interest in preaching caused by Protestantism 

showed up the limitations of many clergy. Three features of the Church 

particularly aroused criticism ; the low standard of the clergy, non -resi­

dence and pluralism. The critic isms were often justified. In the arch�· 

8 - from "A Re.qu .. eJ.d 0 6  cu'..l .tJtucz. C(iJU,!J:lwnJ.i to the. honou.Jl.ab.te. hou.6 e. o{i 
paJL-U.am('.JU: 1

' ,  written in 1 5 6 8 .  

9 - fro m  Robe,'l.t. BILoUJne, '-6 "T1tue. and Sho11;t, Ve.c.la!to./tfon" writt en in 1 5 8 3 ; 
in P. A.  Sc.ho.te,5 ,  'The. PuJU,to.n.6 and MUJ.:,ic. ' , ( London; O. U. P .  ; 19 3q. ) 
p. 217. 
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deaconaries of Lincoln and S tow in 1576 out of 396 clergy recorded, 108 

had insufficient knowledge, 5 were utterly ignorant, 57 were non-graduates 

of unspecified learning . In 1590 in the whole diocese of Coventry and Lich­

fie ld only 51 preachers were licensed out of the 595 incumbents . lO Amongst 

the lower clergy the shortage of men to fill parishes often meant that some 

men held more than one benefice (pluralism) but this was the usual reason 

for non- residence as the incumbent would stay in just one of his parishes . 

Although pluralism was an evil it did mean that some clergy were able to 

maintain a respectable standard of living from the combined income of his 

parishes at a time when stipends were generally very low . It was often the 

non-residence amongst the higher clergy that was the greater s�andal. 

Indeed it was standard practice to hold one or more living with a deanery 

or bishopric - technically known as in QOmm�ndam . For instance at Norwich,  

George Montgomery was Dean ( 1603- 1613) but also had 3 bishopr-ics in Ireland 

so only returned to Norwich to "receive his dividends . "  The first Prebend­

ary stall was held by Dr . Lawrence Staunton , but as Dean of Lincoln ( 1 6 0 1  to 

16 1 3) he was non-resident at Norwich . The only member of the Norwich Chapter 

at that time to be resident was Edmund Suckling. 11 

The general position in the Norwich diocese at the beginning of 

Elizabeth's reign was, like the rest of the country , poor . In Bishop John 

Parkhurst' s visitation in November 1 56 1  out of 1 , 200  benefices in the dio­

cese of Norwich there were only 57 licensed preachers. In the Archdeaconcry 

of Norwich only 1 /5 of the clergy had degrees, 1 /2 had "little learning 1 1 • 

Because of the shortage of clergy there were lots of ' personal unions ' of 

benefice� and over 1/2 the clergy in the archdeaconery of Norwich had more 

than one cure. Nevertheless 1 /6  of the cures were vacant and as a stop gap 

10 - figures from Alexander op . cit. p. 2 5 .  

11 - infonnation from A. ]el,!:iopp, ' Nof/J1J,i_c,_h ' , ( Diocesan Histories ; London, 
1 8 8 1+) p. 179 - 80. 
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• 12 lay readers of , servic�s were licensed. Parkhurst (bishop from 1 560 tc 

1575) could only raise standards as the supply of clergy increased and by 

1564 he admitted only those who knew Latin or who had not had a secular 

occupation at his last giving orders . By 1571 they had to be trained in 

good letters, well versed in scriptures, not brought up in husbandry or 

crafts and recommended by godly men known to the bishop . Pluralism and non­

residence threatened the service of the cure and it was a big problem. 

Parker in his Metropolitan Visitation to Norwich in October 1567 cited 61 

clergy of the diocese absent for a "fairly considerable time", and 52 were 

later deprived for failing to return or appear in London to explain. 

Though Parkhurst tried to improve the standard of the Church in his 

diocese, he was constantly thwarted by apathetic commissioners, the abuses 

13 of the patronage system, the difficulties of refusing presentees as patrons 

had common law on their side, and, crucially , his own personality . Pa.Tkhurst 

was a mild man who disliked personal unpleasantness (to himself and other 

people) , who was weak in his dealings with other people ,  and who was a bad 

judge of men. A report to the Queen in 157 0  noted that he had "not been 

careful in preffering to offices under [him] , of men meet for gravity, 

1 • d d . . " 14 earning an exterity in government . Like many of his episcopal col-

leagues who had been in exile during Mary, he had little administrative 

experience and he repeatedly failed to grasp judicial and administrative 

technicalities . He failed to supervise his subordinates yet accepted res­

ponsibility for their failures. His ignorance of ecclesiastical law caused 

him and the diocese, serious embarrassment. 

12 - thi s and much o f  ·the informa1: ion c onc erning P arkhu rst  from -
e.d. R. A. /-lou£b,'W oke. ,  'The. LeuVt. Bo o k  o ,6 John PcUtl2.huJ1./);t:, 1

, ( Norfolk 
Re cord Society , 43 , 1974-5 ) ,  introduc t ion. 

13  - the presen tee often had to agree t o _ le ase his t it h es and glebes ta 
the patron in return for 211 inadequat e pittance. 

14 - Houlbroo ke op. c it. p. 2 Li-. 
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But the bishopric  had already been weakened before Parkhurst . Impov­

erished bishops had mortgaged resources for immediate financial gain. 

Patents for life, grants in reversion, grants of the next presentation to 

ecclesiastical livings struck especially hard in Parkhurst 's time hampering 

his efforts to reform his diocese . Bishop William Rugge 's  high life style 

(bishop 1536-49) had led to a large scale leasing often on unfavourable 

terms for the cathedral, and long after his resignation the Rugge family 

did well out of the favours granted by him. Parkhurst was further impov­

erished by the activities of George Thimelthorpe (member by marriage of the 

Rugge family) , collector and later Receiver of the bishopric who made fraudu­

lent conveyances and probably embezzled much of the tithes and tenths due to 

the cathedral and Crown. By 1571  Parkhurst was notified that the bishopric 

owed the Crown £ 1, 125. This financial disaster and the protracted legal 

wranglings , still not settled at Parkhurst's death ( 1575) , was a forc eful 

illustration of his gullibility, and of the almost criminal state of the 

diocesan administration which Parkhurst supposedly overseered . Thimelthorpe 

even managed to conceal the existence of episcopal property. 

Indeed the conceal1nent of la.nd and its consequences was an even greater 

thr�at to the cathedral finances than Thimelthorpe ' s  dealings . At the time 

of the dissolution of - the monasteries (then later the colleges and chantri es 

etc . )  all lands went to the crown which were later re-allocated to the new 

F d . 15  oun ations . Yet some lands still managed to be retained by private . hands ,  

corporations, clergy and others. Elizabeth granted commissions to hunt out 

these concealments and retrieve them. But corrupt men harrassed peop l e  with 

quite legal claims to land and property . Elizabeth withdrew the commissions 

in 1 572 but this did not stop the abui e .  By 1582 much of Norwich cathedral 

land had been sold away and lands taken without payments of rent. Only a 

15 - Strype has muc h on the concealment affair : see J. S:t.JLype.. , 1 Anna.l,� o {i  
the.. Re. 6ohmcct-i.on Vo.t . H Pa.J(;t I '  ( Oxford , 1 8 2l! ) , p . 3 10 and p . !J I.J. 3- 50 . 
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rearguard action by George Gardiner , the Dean, and the Attorney - Genera l 

in London where most of the interests of the patentees surrendered . Parlia­

ment sti l l  found it necessary to refound the cathedral in 1597- 8, however, 

in order to clarify the cathedral 's position. The concealment i ssue was 

not finally settled till 16 23 when a bill made the abuses illegal. In times 

of great financial stress generally, the position of Norwich cathedral was 

dire and naturally affected the performance of its duties. In musical areas, 

the empty coffers of the cathedral was probably another contributory factor 

to the sl ight expenditure on that part of its commitments in Eli zabeth's 

. 16 reign. 

The general malaise in the cathedral during Parkhurst ' s  time was due 

partly to his own personality and partly due to the neglect and intellectual 

stagnation of the ministers under him. Not until 1570 was Parkhurst able to 

introduce new blood of his own choosing into the higher clerics and then as 

usual he chose badly. But in general he did not have the personal dynamism 

to stamp out neglect and abuse. He was very sympathetic to the Protestant 

reforming zeal but had little motivation to take part. The state of the 

cathedral can be illuminated by the need for the Commv.iJ.iion on  the, Qu.e,e,n 

CU11-e._c.;te,d a;t the.. Ca;the,dJI.a.1. (1568)
17

. The "tenor" of the Commission speaks 

of being "informed of some disorders" and of "certain coloured leases". 

George Gardiner, prebendary later Dean, was the chief witness, and it is 

clear that his complaints were the main reason for the setting up of the 

Commission. In fact, it was his revenge on some of the other cathedral staff 

who had criticised him in the 1567 visitation for being a strife stirrer and 

double deal er. Indeed Gardiner tended to follow the direction of the wind, 

and was an avid sel f-seeker willing to go to al l lengths including call ing 

18 on his friends at Court to achieve his goal. Generally he would ap�ear to 

16 - se e Part I I , Chapter 5 .  

17 - t o  be found in the ubvr. Mi-ti c..e,.Uaneo-'lw11 Vo.t. I (Dean and Chapter deposit 
N . N . P . R . O . ) .  

18 - see Houlbrooke op . cit. p . 40-2  for Gardiner' s  ac tiv it ie s : also Strype �p . ci·t .  
( Annals Vol . 1 1 Pt . l )  p . 443 - 50. 
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be of a nasty disposition, though he did fight t o  the utmost, . in between 

attacks of gout, to keep the cathedral lands out of the hands of  the 

unscrupulous in the concealment controversy. His enemies were in the 

lethargic and conservative Chapter (besides Parkhurst he was one of the 

few reforming men in the cathedral) and he painted a long and dark picture 

of their mal -administration in his evidence ; 

"there be many disorders but most of them some from l ack 

of Statutes wherebit men should know their duties and be 

bound to do the same. The first disorder that where there 

should be six prebendaries - preachers and priests - three 

of them are neither priests nor preachers . . . . .  the fourth 

be very aged nay bl ind and impotent, the fifth not resident 

and cometh at the Church not above once a year, the sixth 

only a preacher and [ though he] doeth his good will it 

be but l ittle . The second disorder that th�re are but thirteen 

sermons in a year . . . . .  The third that there is no Divinity 

Lecturer . . . . .  as in the manner of other cathedral churches 

. . . . . The fourth except a very five of [the] church, the full 

company are negligent in coming to sermons or lecture made 

either in th.at church or elsewhere as God be praised 

there are places enough in this city for them to resort into 

for that purpose. The fifth they have never a good Bible in 

the church whereas they are bound to have five . . . . .  The sixth 

that with the mincing of music they mar the ditty and yet wil l 

not they sing none of the Geneva Psalm allowed by the Queen' s 

Majesties . Foundations to be sung in the Church . The seventh 

is a great disorder . . . . .  that some have not received the 

c.ommuriion sin ce the Queen ' s  Majes ty c8me to the crown and most 

but once a yea r  . . . . .  The eighth that one man be ing a Sexton by 
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patent committeth the execution of his said office to a 

substitute and he taketh upon him [sclf ] . .. .. the vergers , 

the caters and the Bailiffs [ j obs] .  The ninth that the 

houses heretofore allotted to the ministers .... . are l et 

out to mere laymen and that fo1· little rent . .... The tenth 

that those ministers that are married and keep hospitality 

are denying to be contributors to them that are unmarried 

and keep no hospitality but a common hall for the maintenance 

whereof they have yearly ten pounds so that it were 

reason that those which are married had their portion of that 

sum which they have not , besides this . . . . . [allowances ]  all 

to the yearly value of £22 6s 8d [are made to the Hall ] and 

..... [there are] but five [ ?few] canons in commons and 

unmarried. The eleventh that a brewhouse which might be let 

for £ 12 or £ 1 3  6s 8d is made nothing of at this day . .... but 

permitted to be a tippling house without all order of law 

where unto all evil and naughty persons and such as in the 

city are not suffered by the Magistrate do resort. The 

twelfth that a mere layman [John Hoo] is made Recei ve1· of 

the house and hath a fee of £ 1 0  by the year whereas there is 

no such allowance in the Proportion . .. . .  [and] our stock is 

in great danger [by his dealings] 

The cathedral was a place of notorious conservati sm and ful l of 

"neuters" . Gardiner 's evidence illustrates a decadent system born · out of 

negligence , lethargy and a protected environment. Parkhurst was handicapped 

by reversions and longevity of the staff, but in 1569-70 with the presentation 

of Edmund Chapman, John Wal ker and Robert ,Johnson as prebends , the protagonists 

19 - s e e  Par t I I, Chapter 16 for t h e  Com missio r1 ' s  letter of  disorders found 
after exam inat ion. 
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of reform were in the maj ority for the first time. Almost as i f  t o  demon­

strate the end of rel igious neutralism in the close. Walker , Chapman, 

George Gardiner, and Thomas Fowle broke down the organs and committed other 

outrages. They made their point by striking at the very heart of the musical 

establishment always, a conservative body who to many Puritans e pitomised 

ceremony and 'popish' indulgement. But the coup was a tactical error, with 

a stinging letter from the Queen ensuing , ordering Parkhurst to make a 

thorough enquiry and to put the offenders before the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

His own sympathies with the Puritan cause were known. It was an isolated 

incident which seems to have had no aftermath besides the initial backlash. 

But it was a warning signal for Parkhurst , and marked the beginning of a 

gathering storm. The musical establishment was again attacked in January 

1575 when Chapman, Stephen Lymbert (petty-canon) and Thomas Roberts (one of , 

the leaders of the Norwich Puritans) criticised the singing and service. In  

a riot situation , it  was Gardiner, now Dean, who put down his Pllritan col leages. 

In a letter, probably to Gardiner, Parkhurst describes the reports of the scene 

he had heard ; 

"Understanding that these holy days certain persons at 

the reading of Evening Prayer in Christ ' s  Church enveighed 

greatly against [the] singing, disordered (as they termed it) , 

and wished it utterly to be banished, which I wish they had 

not attempted . . . . . And where one other at that time took upon 

him a new order of service contrary to her Majesty's order and 

book, whom, as I learn for avoiding further danger you did 

J· ustly • t t • 1 1 20 comnn o prison . . . .. 

It was a time of great tension, but it was not always the Puritans who were 

the protesters - Parkhurst to his Chance l l or ; (February 1 5 7 3) 

20 - 1-!oulbrooke op. c i_! . p. 2 5 5 - 6. 
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"I  hear of a great abuse and disorder committed at 

St . Simon's in Norwich on Monday last whereof I have 

no great marvel because I could never understand of 

any good order or conformity in that parish .. .. . [For] 

at Evening Prayer after the minister had begun and 

proceeded into the midst of the service , ieading the 

same distinctly to the people, three or four lewd boys, 

set on by lewd fools came into the church; and as the 

minister began to read - ' my soul doth magnify the Lord ' 

- those lewd ones burst out into singing of the same 

suddenly and unlooked for, and been commanded by the 

minister to cease ,  they continued singing and he reading, 

so as all was out of order, and the godly ones were dis­

quieted, and much grieved . The chief of this unruly 

f I 1 , " 21  company was a son o ng ott s .. . .. 

This possibly may have been William Inglott who would have been 1 7  years old 

at the time , and as seen by his later career was a staunch supporter of 

cathedral music. 

From 1570-5 the cathedral was hard pressed by the Puritans who had 

ample support from the Puritan saturated city. Indeed it must have been a 

bad time for music in the cathedral. The morale can only have been low and 

especially as it would seem likely that musi c  must have been somewhat cur­

tailed after the attack on the organ in 1570 . Not until 1 5 7 8  do the cathe­

dral accounts mention any work on an organ (though several early 157 0  accounts 

are missing) but it is not clear whether it was being rebuilt or just mended. 

It is hard to imagine a cathedral of the stature of Norwich being wiihout an 

organ for 8 years . Yet such was the Puritan strength in Norwich at that t ime 

that it is not inconceivable . Parkhurst's sympathy an<l distaste for harsh 

21 - ibid . p . 6 1 - 2 ; see also C . H . E . (V/'l,,{_,{e_ , ' The. EM.t Ang.Uan : oti. No:te1.i and 
Quvue.1.:i r__,tc. . 1 ( Vol . 8 ; Non,ich , 1 8 9 9 - 1 900 ) p . 8 2 - 3 . 
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discipli ne meant that the diocese and especially Norwich in the future had 

a tradition of harbouring extreme sects that did not grow up elsewhere. 

In the city Protestantism of all kinds was deep rooted and indeed many 

preachers were respected more than the bishop. John More was the spiritual 

leader of the city and held a kind of unofficial superintendency throughout 

Norfolk for 2 0  years or more. He was merely the senior of two preachers at 

St. Andrew ' s  church Norwich , preaching every day , three or four times on 

Sunday and finding ministers for Protestant patrons. He was not closely 

associated with the protest against ceremonies and episcopal administration 

for his only desire was to preach and live the gospel. 

The new generation of graduates who came out of the Universities between 

1565 - 75 had been moulded by Protestant teachers. Some men like More were 

moderate men but others had developed far more extreme views . The prophesy­

ing controversy brought the extremists into direct conflict with the church 

in Norwich. Prophesying was a sort of biblical conference , a bible study 

debate. In Norwich the initiative for them lay with Puritan ministers who 

started them ear l y  in Elizabeth ' s  reign and reached their height between 

1574 -6. Prophesying were obviously  held in high esteem ; 

"the continual resort that was every day through the 

year , and that ror many years together , into the holy 

exercise of religion, which were continually supported 

by worthy and sincere preachers , and graced by the 

f d 1 .  
. . . , 2 2  presence o so many grave an re 1g1ous magistrates . 

Parkhurst passively supported these exercises (i. e. prophesyings) believing 

them to deepen the doctrinal understanding of the clergy and people . Being 

particularly prevalent in Norwich diocese the Queen , through the Archbishop 

of Canterbury, Parker (himself a native of Norfolk) sought to ' ' stop these 

22 - quoted in P .  Collini.ion, ' The  Euzabe.than Pwutan Moveme.n.t' , (London 
196 7), p . 176 . 
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vain proph esyings. 1 1  Grasping naively at the word vcun , Parkhurs t  stopped 

only the most troublesome ones, which brought a swift rebuttle from Parker 

who clarified the Queen 's wish that all should be stopped. The impatience 

of the Church hierarchy at Parkhurst's handling of his diocese i s  shown by 

the fact that the Norwich diocese was the only one to receive such an order. 

Immediately on Parkhurst ' s  death in February 1575, Norwich preachers 

immediately commenced 'prophesying ', and after Parker 's death in May of the 

same year , they acted as if there were no ordinary ecclesiastical juris­

diction at all. The radicals in the cathedral held an exercise every Monday . 

The speakers were "such as shall be judged by the . brethren meet to speak" 

submitting to such orders made by the consent of the brethren, only and not 

by one man's authority . 1 1 2 3  This is apparently the first known occasion of 

an explicitly presbyterian constitution and it is not surprising that in the 

presbyterian controversy which rocked the Church generally at this time that 

it was Norwich where the first organised fac:tion emerged. In  fact they 1vere 

an elitist group who respected the parity only of qualified preachers and made 

no reference and gave no help for the improvement of the unlearned or con­

forming minister. 

It was a brief episode for in November 1575, Bishop Eclmund Freke took 

office and immediately clevastated the Puritan pulpits in his primary visit­

ation . Freke came on a conforming mandate, but faced a cathedral city with 

a large Protestant community , saturated with Calvinist preaching and capable 

of producing 175 substantial citizens to petition the Queen for the e;tablish­

ment of presbyterianism . Freke' s only course was to seek support from con­

servatives and 'crypto-catholics'. Religious and factorial turmoil e xisted 

· for several years and it was said that the "state could not long stand this 

it would either to papistry or puritanism . 1 1
24 Freke 's visitation suspended 

all the preachers including ' presidents ' . John More and Thomas Roberts , a n d  

23 - ihid . p . 21 3. 

24 - ibid. p. 203. 
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silenced nearly a ll the prophesyings in the city. Eventually a conpromise 

was forged between Freke and More of limited conforrni ty during Elizabeth ' s  

Royal Progress in East Anglia in August 1578 . The authori ties in London 

set great store by the Norwich compromise in the hope that it might form a 

basis for agreement elsewhere . The extremists shook off the Norwich com­

promise to go elsewhere, some of the cathedral radicals leaving the country 

to form the nucleus of the Dedham Conference in 158 2 ,  another attempt at 

presbyterian thinking. 

If the cathedral was under Puritan siege at the end of Parkhurst ' s  time , 

it had in Freke a conforming bishop who would allow the permitted elaborations 

including music. But he still was unable to rid the diocese of administrative 

abuses and the like. The Convocation of December 1586 heard complaints of 

disorders at the cathedral amongst them : no observation of the canons; unworthy 

persons ordained and instituted; penances commuted by ecclesiastical judges ; 

excommunication for trifles; no care of the poor; orderly preachers disch2-rged 

and the disorderly promoted and made reformers; exaction of fees; preaching 

• I 1 · 2 5  w1t 1out a 1cence. 

But the tradition of Norwich being a stronghold for Puritanism continued . 

Ever since 1565 when the Dutch and Walloons were allowed to settle in Norwich 

and set up their own churches, the city had separate Protestant religions going 

along side by side with the Anglican Church. The effect on men who had been 

in exile during Mary' s reign or who had come up to admire European doctrines 

can only have been encouraged by the closeness of these churches and the 

• • E • 1 • f h f f 1 • 26 pract1 s1ng on ·ngl1s 1 soil o t ese ·orms o wors 11p. Many sects grew up 

in Norwich throughout this period but most notable and disturbing was the 

25  - J. S.tfuJpe, ' U0e. and Aw 0 6  NLc..hbb.,hop Wh,Ugi{t ' , (Oxfor d ,  1822 ) ,  
p . 496-7 . 

26  - fo r a hi sto ry o f  t h e  Walloon C h urch wit h  so me r eference to the Dutch , 
see W . J. C. MoeM , ' The. WClU.oon/2 and t.h.wz. Chu.JLc..h cu Nori.wlcJi 1 5 6 5 - 1 8 32 ' 
(Publ ica t ion of t h e  Huguenot Soc ie ty , Val . I  1887-8) :  see also Part  I I  
Chapte r 13 . 
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fol lowers of Robert Browne (Brownists) .  He came from Cambridge and with 

the help of Robert Harrison began to set up a separatist church in NonJi ch 

despite opposition from moderate Protestants. Preaching to covert meetings 

around the diocese he collected a wide audience preaching against the epis­

copal system, causing much worry to the authorities . By 1581  he was at the 

stage of issuing a formal covenant, but by the end of the year with opposition 

to him growing (he had already been imprisoned twice) he and his congregation 

left Norwich to settle in Middleburg in the Low Countries. But some Brownists 

were left behind and they founded an obscure movement which by about 1603 had 

developed some strange ideas for that time. Indeed the movement seemed to 

pursue a doctrine based on vegetarianism - "unlawful to eat blood things 

strangled , and things offered to idols. ff Even the Anabaptists, a word which 

struck unrivalled terror in the hearts of people at that time, sent one of 

their English followers back into England and to Norwich to gain converts . 

This man, Thomas Mitche ll, was soon imprisoned , however , and "shortly like to 

d . ! 1 27 1e . 

Compared to the 1570 f s , the mood in the cathedral could only have been 

one of heady optimism at the turn of the century . But the cathedral was sti l l  

unde;r financial pressure in the 1590' s and the abuses which had been noted in 

Parkhurst f s time were -still rife. In July 1603 the High Commissioner began 

to examine the venality and petty tyranny of the bishop' s officials ; in exces ­

sive frequency of court days, abuse of ex o66iCA..O procedures and many other 

disorders . This was a major upheaval in the cathedral and Bishop Jegon , who 

had only just been appointed to the see , committed his Chancellor and the 

commissionaries and registrars from all the four archdeaconaries of the dio­

cese .  The leading officials deflected the attack on to the apparitors and 

proctors of the courts , who were general ly hated men anyway . By mid-August 

a l l  tl1e latter had been suspended and had to forcswear bribery and extortion 

27 •• for t he separatist gro ups see C .  BuMage., 'The Ecuu'..y En.gf.,v., h V,<_/2.6e_n,teJi./2 ' 
( 2  vols; New York , 1912 ) . 
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before reappointment. The fact that they were reappointed prol iably means 

little change in these affairs. 

Certainly at the beginning of the 1600's music in the cathedral seems 

to have flourished in comparison with the apparent barrenness of the Eli­

zabethan Age. Although actual standards can only be guessed at , as shown in 

Part II Chapter 5, expenditure on the musical institution increased rapidly 

ih these years peaking in the building of the new organ (1607-10) . This 

new organ is a sure sign of the easier times religiously and possibly finan­

cially. Indeed generally in the country as a whole the period had less 

tension. Puritanism was less of a threat to the stability of the me.d,fo v,la , 

and indeed the philosophy of the me.cua vJ..a as expanded by Richard Hooker in 

his masterpiece of the eight books ' 0 6  the Law� 0 6  Eed.Vi,UJ/2Uea.1- Polity ' 

grew in strength through the ranks of the Anglican hierarchy to emerge a t  , 

the end of James I's reign and in Charles I 's reign. Indeed these high 

church principles may be seen as j ust as radical in one sense as the Puri tan 

voice had been at the beginning of Elizabeth's reign . For by Charles' reign 

many of the most populous areas of England had had 6 0  or 70  years of civil 

and ecclesiastical Protestant government. Indeed Protestan tism may almost 

be said to have become the establishment .  Successions and indulgences of 

radically protestant bishops in some dioceses, and the m2.ny anomalies and 

inadequacies of 16th Century administration gave the church enough latitude 

to contain all but the most radical Puritans through the years of radical 

protestant growth. 

Yet whichever party was in the ascendru1cy the insufficiency of  the church 

administration continued. Even after Jegon's examination of the system in 

1 603 affairs were little better . That there were still abuses -in the dea . iings 

of the cathedral hierarchy can be seen in a letter from the Archbishop of 

Canterbury to the Dean and Chap ter dated 3rd December 1 634 _; 

"I do very we ll remember the late alteration of the Statutes 

and the settlement of them i n  Bishop Haronett and Dean Suckling ' s  
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time [ 1 620 ]  . . . . .  At that time it troubled me very much 

(as it have done upon the consideration of other Churches) 

to see the weakness of that Choir and the small means it 

was l eft to make it better; considering that neither the 

Choir nor anything else in or about the church can fl ourish 

without some proportionabl e reward to service. The good old 

Dean, to help things on as he might, projected two things ; 

the one was the same proportion of corn· to be allowed them, 

which I think was settled and I hope continues; the other I 

do not well remember that it was settled by statute (the more 

the pity) but it was generally thought fit, and approved by 

all of us that such small benefices or cures , within the 

city or suburbs . . . .. should as they fall void, be given to the 

28  petty-canons respectively and no other . And that the Church 

should be very careful from time to time to those such petty­

canons into vacant places as they might be fit and abl e to 

discharge both duties, both to sing in the Choir, and to cate­

chise and preach in the Parish. This custom of giving the 

small cures to petty-canons is usual with other churches where 

the Choir is a mean as yours and it brings great help to them : 

and fit and abl e men will never be wanting , if this course for 

their preferment be held constant . 

I write this unto you, because I am informed that there are 

diverse very sufficient men , already in expectation of those 

places, wheresoever it shall pl ease God to make them void : so 

that you need not be too sick to furnish yourselves. But I have 

withall there is a purpose among some of you, without any regard 

of your honour , and good of your churcl1 , to bestow these livings, 

28 - Jame s ' Statutes allow petty-canons to have one other benefice ( Appendi x  
IV ' Chap:teJL 1 4 ' )  but it does not say t h e  cathedra.1 has t o  appoint 
tl1em to one . 
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when ther fall, upon their Private Friends, without any 

respect had to the Choir. Such if  it will be will utterly 

overthrow the Choir Service and you will not be able to 

retain either voices or skill amongst you . I would be glad 

to hope this information were not true, but it is so constantly 

affirmed to me that I cannot distrust it altogether . . . . . And 

this I assume you, if I shall find that you do at anytime put 

other men into those cures and leave the petty-canm1s destitute 

I shall take all the ways, that j ustly I can to make you 

29 see your error. " 

This letter spells out well the social problems which affected members of 

the choir throughout this period. It is not a happy situation and reflects 

poorly on the level of performance of the musicians. Indeed the choir seems 

to have been in a poor condition for many years. The brief flourish of music 

at the beginnings of James' reign had been long in decline, though the three 

military officers who toured the country in 1634 could still find much of 

l • h d h h b • h d 3o ng stan ards in t e performance of music in t e 1gger cat e rals. 

But as the high church clerics came into power in Charles I' s reign so 

came again the Puritan attack on the episcopal system, the cathedrals , music 

and ceremony. By the 1630' s Puritan invective flowed and their vitrioled 

pens outrivalled their colleagues at the beginning of Eli zabeth 1 s reign . 

John Bastwick's stream of expletives and profanities in his ' The. An,�wvi. O fi  

John BaJ.i:twlc.12 . . . . . .  to ,the. e.xc.e.p,Ucn/2 made. agairl/2-t hMi LU:a.111/ ( 163 7) was 

unequalled in Puritan pamphleteering. Of the clergy he wrote; 

' 'one would think that he ll were let loose, and thnt devil s 

in surplices, in hoods, in copes, in rochets , and with four-

29 - in Libvi. fvl,i__,�c.e.ilane.011.um Vof . 2 , ( Dean and Chapter deposit, N .  N .  P . R .  0 .  ) 

30 - 'A  Re,,f.a,uon. 0 6  a Sfwht Su.Jl.vetj 0 6  Twc.n.ty-S,i,x c.ow1,tJueJ.i [ (?.,tc.. ] .. . . .  ' 
(B . M .  Landsdownc No . 213  f31 '7 -48) : see Scholes op. cit . p . 2 2 9 - 30 .  
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squar e c ow turds upon their h eads wer e come among us and 

beshit us a l l. " "Wh at ho line s s , I pray , is nowadays p lac ed 

in churche s and chape ls '? What ador ing of th em , to th e ruin in g 

alm ost of the par ish es wh ere th ey ar e !  . . .. . And now o f  late , 

what imm ens e  sums of mon ey have b een gathere d [for th e r esto ­

rat ion of St . Paul's, London ] !  I have heard fr om Jesuits 

themse lves, that are w e l l  acqua int ed w ith thos e bus in esses if 

n ot the pr inc ipal st ick lers in them, w ho I know at l east ar e 

very joyful at s uch pr eparat ions, that it amoun teth t o  abov e 

£2, 000 and that al l this mighty mass of money must be spent in 

making a seat for a pr iest 's ars e to sit in; for it is c.athe.d!l.a 

e.p,v., c.op,i, - a Bishop's Chair - and for the Dean , and sub -Dean, 

and f or the Pr ebends , Canons, P etty -c anons, V erg ers, Chor ist ers 

and al l ,  to keep the Pop e's saddle w arm, as th e p ope l ins them­

s e lves bragg ing , prat e. The truth is the whole fraterni ty of 

h . b . f . , ,
3 1  

t at cr ew is ut a gen eration o vip ers. 

Mu sic c ame in for its custon;ary berating, e .g. in Prynne ' s  ' H,i,,5:tJz,,lomWvcx '  

( 1633) ; 

''But n ow -a -days Mus ic is grown to such and so great lic entiousness 

that even a t  the m inistration of the Holy Sacr ament , al l k inds of 

want on and lewd trifling songs, and w ith p iping of O rgan , have 

their place and cour s e . As for th e Divine Service and Common 

Prayer, it i s  so chan ted and m ins ed and mangl ed of our cos t ly 

hir ed, curious and n ic e  Mus ic ians (not to instruct the Audienc e 

wi thal l, nor s t ir up  men 's minds into devot ion, but w ith a wh ori sh 

harmony to tickle  the ir ears ) that it m ay j ustly s eem not to be a 

no ise made of men but rather a b leat ing of bruit beasts . Wh ile s 

the Cho r i s ters ne i gh descant a s  it we re a sort of Co lts ; o ther s  

3 1  - L e  Huray op .c it .  p . 5 2 - 3. 
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bellow a tenor, as it were a company of oxen ; others bark 

a counter�point as it were a kennel of Dogs ; others roar 

out a treble like a sort of Bull ; others grun t out a bass 

as it were a number of Hogs ; so that a foul evil favoured 

noise is made, but as for the words and sentences and the 

very matter itself is nothing understanded at all ; but the 

authority and power of j udgement is taken away both from the 

3 2 
mind and from the ears utterly. " 

Eventually the Puritan threat in word became the Puritan threat in deed 

culminating in the breakdown of the monarchy and in 1 644 the abolition by 

Parliament of the Episcopal system and the Book of Common Prayer. 

At Norwich in the final 'tragedy' and its preliminaries , concentration 

of the Puritans centred on the most tangible evidence of ceremony the organ 

and vestments. Even before the ransacking of the cathedral  in 1 643, the 

cathedral authorities had been worried by the possible intrusion of  the 

Puritan mob into the cathedral in 1 641. The information for this extraord ­

inary incident comes from a Puritan pamphlet which although heavily biased 

3 3  " - N L N • I and probably exaggerated relates an amazing scene : 1 iwe ew,.<, ulLom o,'iuJ,Lc. 1 :  

being a certain relation how that the Cathedral Blades of Norwich (on the 

22 of February 164 1 being _Shrove Tuesday) did put themselves into a posture 

of defence because that the Apprentices of Norwich (as they imagined) would  

have pulled down their Organs . . . . .  the foolishness of  these Cathedral men 

are to be understood, and deserve to be laughed at for this silly en terpris e  

" The writer describes how the apprentices pulled down the church rail­

ings and the organs . They pulled down the railings and threatened to pull  

down the organs on Shrove Tuesday "but had no such intent , only to scare the 

fools . "  Quite entertainingly the writer describes how the cathedral "put 

32 - Scholes op. c i�. p. 217 - 8. 

33  - this can be found pi1inte d  in NOJiuolk AnJ:,i.,quaJuj M.i./2 c elfany Z, 1 88 3 , 
p . 3 8 3-90 . 



2'7 - I 

themse lves into a postu1;e of defence " with a "great store of Parsons and 

Priests" (about 5 00 of them) . He describes "how these men are rock' d and 

lull' d asleep by this music, which have indeed lull' d many one as leep in 

[Rornish ] ignorance . . . . .  and these are the effects that the Pipes produce. " 

At Norwich once again Puritan turbulence manifested itself in hate 

towards the cathedral and especially its musical staff. Life for the musi­

cians can not have been pleasant at that time and it must be assumed that 

through a consequent lowering of morale , standards of performance would have 

slipped even further. The threat of ransacking the cathedral which the 

authorities had lived with from 1641, if not before, finally took place in 

1643. Bishop Joseph Hall , ej ected at that time, described the scene of 

destruction in his ' HMd Me.M U/Le. ' ( 164 7) ; 

"There was not that care and moderation used in reforming the 

cathedral church bordering upon my palace. I t  is no other tha.n 

tragical to relate the carriage of the furious sacrilege , whereof 

our eyes and ears were the sad witnesses under the authority and 

prescence of Livsej, Toftes the sheriff and Greenwood. Lord , 

what work was here, what clattering of glasses, what beating down 

of walls, what tearing up of monuments, what pulling down of seats , 

what wresting out of irons and brass from the windows and graves ; 

what defacing of arms , what demolishing of curious stone -work that 

had not any representation in the world, but only of the cast of 

the founder and skill of the mason : what tooting and piping upon 

the destroyed organ-pipes , and what a hideous triumph on the 

market day before all the country, when , in a kind of sacrilegious 

and profane procession, all the organ-pipes , vestments , both copes 

and surplices, together with a leaden cross , which had been newly 

sawn down from over the Greei1-Yard pulpit, and the s ervice book s 

and singing-books that co0ld be had, were carried to the fire i n  
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the public market-place : a lewd wretch 1·1alking before the' 

train in his cope trailing in the dirt , with a service book 

in his hand , imitating in an impious scorn the tune, and 

usurping the words of the Litany used formerly in the church ! 

Near the public cross all these monuments of idolatry must be 

sacrificed to the fire, not without much ostentation of a 

zealous j oy in discharging ordinance to the cost of some who 

professed law much they had longed to see that day. Neither 

was it any news upon this guild- day to have the cathedral now 

open on all sides to be filled with musketeers ,  waiting for 

the Maj or's return drinking and tobacconing as freely as if it 

had turned alehouse . 1 1
3 4  

The work of the cathedral still continued after this , though in what 

way after the 1644 Act can only be speculation. The Chapter Minute Book 

has entries up to 1649 and the 1 649 Pa.tr.Li.ame.ntaJLy SU/1.ve.y sti ll showed many 

of the choir to be resident, though they must have been redundant. By 1649  

the Dean and all the Prebend�ries had been deprived of their l ivings at the 

Church and allowances made for them by the CommJ.;t;te.e. 6M- Plw1de.,1te.d Mi.r�0� .tV-d . 

Religious observance, and church administrative abuse, in the old manner had 

finished - at least for the time being . 

* * * * * 

34 - Jessopp op .ci t. p . 198. 
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PART I I  

The Musical Institution 

I 



._)\.I 

CH/\PTER 1 

A Quest i on o f  Statutes 

The Statute s are the law of a cathedral . They lay down i ts cler ical 

and adm in istrat ive structure and emolument s ,  its  reli gious du t ies a nd 

s ervices , the ob l igation s  of i ts offices , and the terms of its gov ernment . 

In just over 100 year s up to the last entries in the minu te book of t he 

De an and Chap ter (1 649) before the Res torati on , Norwich Cathedral h ad three 

s ets o f  Statut es drawn up for i ts government ,  dating from the r eigns of 

H enry VI I I
1

, Eli zabe th I 
2 and James I 3 . Thi s seems s imp le enough, but 

unfortunate ly the c ir cumstances surround ing all these sets ar e for the most 

p ar t ,  entangled with uncerta inty . 

One of the cleares t  facts abo ut the Statutes of Henry V I I I  is that they 

must dat e  from 2nd May 1538 - the date when 400 year s monastic ism came to 

an end f or the B enedic tine Priory of Norwich and it be came one of the c athe ­

dra ls of the "new foundat ion ". This si tuat ion r ema ined un t i l  3rd June 154 7 • 

whe n th e Dean and Chapter "for cer tain cau se s them moving did surrender into 

t he hands of th e sa id King Edward all th eir said church, and all end s ingu ­

l ar their lands and r igh ts. 1 1
4 It seems the Dean and Chap ter doubted th e 

s ettlement under Henry VII I as t he bish op of the dioce s e  had not g iv en for -

5 m al consent to the translation from monastery to cathedral . On 5th Novem -

b er 154 7 the Dean and Chapter were  re founded 6
, and Edward VI ' s  Chart er 7 

prom ised statutes and ordinan ces to fol low. As no -statutes seem to hav e 

b ee n  forth com ing, it may be tha t Henry 's Sta tut es were st ill en forced. Bu t 

perhaps this was only t acitly, for in 1 5 68 George Gard in er in hi s answer to 

l . - see Appendi x  I . 

2 - see Appendix I I. 

3 - see Appendix IV. 

4 - J .  StJtype ,  1 Ec.c.1.u-f.M.uc.a.1.. MernoJuaf,,.s ; Vo.e. . I I Pcvd I EdWCULd VI 1 
• ( Oxford ; 

18 2 2 )  p . 12 1 . 

5 - ibid. p . 12 2. 

6 - ibid .  p . 1 2 1 . 

7 t h is can be found in the Ube./t Mu.i c. ell.a.neo!Lwn Vol . I I  ( De a11 and Chapter' 
Depo s it , N. N. P . R . O . ). 
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the ninth question of the Royal Commission, dealing with various disorders 

in the church , gave evidence that : 

"To the ninth we have no 

statutes at all and that is the 

greatest and valid cause of all 

disorder in my judgement, for 

every man can tell what money 

he . ought to have but no man 

can tell what he ought to do 

first. Wherefore I must humbly 

crave for my part that by your 

means we may have some 

statutes to govern this house 

on the frame of God and 

obedience . 1 1
8 

The Statutes of Elizabeth ' s  reign must date after 1570 , the time of 

Bishop Parkhurst's Injunctions dealing with the matters brought up by the 

1568 Commission and other disorders as some of these injunctions are . incor­

porated in the Statute.s, and also must date before the beginning of 1 5 72, 

as William Brand, who appears as a singing-man in ' The, Pnopol1.tion. at tlu/2 

day ' at the end of the Statutes, died in February or March 1572. Whether 

these statutes were actually instituted is uncertain as no mention appears 

of any such ceremony in the Dean and Chapter Minute Book, although on 12th 

January 1 5 75 the installation of John Beacon, as third prebendary, took 

place with an oath ".,i.uua l)Ollmam ,<:,;ta;tu;tL 11
9 These Elizabethan Statutes are 

8 - U.b eJL MiJ.i c.e,J!.,foneoJLwn Vat. I ( Dean a nd C hapt er' Depo sit; N . N.P . R. O . ) .  

g - Rev. J. F .  w.U.uwn6 ccvid B. Cozen/2 - l-/cu1.dy, ' Ex:tJtac.;t,� {i:wm the Two Ecutf.J_e..6t 
Minu,te Boo/2.6 0 6  ;the Deem and Chap.te,tr_ 0 6  Nori..w.i.c.h Cathed/we. , 1566- 1 64 9 ' , 
( Norfolk Record Socie{y , Vol .  24, 19 53 ), p. 8 and p.3 1. 
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strange in that they stand curiously apart both from Henry ' s  and James '  

Statutes in that their content and language differ so much, but also from 

their time in that many things they decree do not in practice seemed to 

have happened . These inconsistencies will be shown in the followi ng 

chapters . 

In 1 601; 

"the whole  choir [was] called 

before the Dean and Chapter, there 

was then and there published 

and established certain orders 

-6,tc. inup-i.e.nd an extract of the 

old statutes e.:t 6i1ue.nd these 

d - h d " 10 or ers m1g t o .  

The cathedra l obviously used some statutes, yet when, in 1620, Bishop Bars­

nett made representations to the Crown for some statutes for the Cathedral, 

he seems to have made it clear that no statutes had ever been legalised by 

Edward VI , Mary, Elizabeth. This would make it seem that even when E liza­

beth had refounded the bishopric once more in 1 597 - 8 11 , to stamp out the 

'co�cealment' of the cathedral's land, she made no provision for her own 

statutes to be enforced . It is hard to believe that these Elizabethan 

Statutes were not instituted at some time (even if the cathedral seem to 

have disregarded them in several areas) . 

Of the date of the Statutes of James I there is no doub� for the cere-

mony of the first reading to all the officers of the church described in the 

eh 
-

b k
12 1 h b 620 h S • -apter minute oo - , too <: place on St Septem er 1 , t e tatutes nav 1ng 

l � 
been formally issued by James on 9th August . -� For the most part they are 

10 - ib i d . p. Lt0 - these 01�ders must surely have been the ones published 
again in 1605 ( see Appendix I I I ) with orders 18 and 19  added . 

11 - J. SDL!:f/'.JC!.. , ' AnnaLj o {i -the. 1ZeooJzmal:,i.on., Val. I I  Pcvi,t 1 '  .(Oxford ; l 8 24 ) p . :no. 

12 - Williams and Cozens-!Iardy oe�it. p. 5 Lt- 5 .  

13  the claim that the  date of these Statutes i s  160 8 , by Rev . Noe.t Bo-6.:to n. 
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based on the Statutes of Henry VIII but with the elaboration of over eighty 

years of injunctions , orders and experience. They bear hardly any relat ion 

to the Elizabethan set either in content or language. 

The question of the history of the Statutes remains open. Indeed if 

the subject is complex to modern man it can hardly have been much less so 

to his sixteenth and early seventeenth century counterpart who had to 

govern the Church . Both George Gardiner and Bishop Harsnett insisted that 

there were no statutes to govern by, yet in the farmer's case the cathedral 

had been founded twice and one set of statutes existed and in the latter's 

the cathedral had been founded three times and two sets of statutes existed. 

But throughout the period the Government of the cathedral continued, helped 

by the occasional set of injunctions or orders. In George Gardiner's case . 

his appeal comes at a moment of great disorder and upheaval in the cathedra l , 

and Bishop Ha:rsnett ' s  plea must  have come at a time when there was a great 

need to bring the church and its government into modern times. 

13 - ( continued ) 
in ' The. MuJ.i,i__c.aY. Hi-6.toll.!f o 6 NoflJ)J,i__c,fi Ca,the.dJz.al ' ( The Friends of Norwich 

Cathedral , N�rwich 19 6 3 ) , i s  totally without foundation . 
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CHAPTER 2 

Numbers 

The requisite number of persons to sing in the choir differs between 

the three sets of statutes. The number statute of each set (se c the first 

chapter in each of Appendices I ,  I I  and IV) given the following J.imi ts for 

its personnel : 

Henry VI I I  - 8 minor canons (petty-canons) 

6 lay clerks (singing-men) 

8 choristers (singing-boys) 

1 Deacon (gospe ller) 

1 Subdeacon (epistoler) 

1 Master of the Choristers 

Elizabeth I - 6 petty ca1�ons 

6 singing-men 

6 choristers 

1 gospeller 

1 epistoler 

1 Master of the Choristers 

James I 6 minor canons 

8 lay clerks 

8 choristers 

1 gospeller 

1 epistoler 

1 organist. 

The number of ·petty- canons , singing-men or choristers in any of these 

sets is about average for the country as a whole . Comparison between Nor-

1 wich and oth er cathed ra l s  can be made in Table I .  

l compiled (and simplified ) fr,om Tables i n  works by Dr. Alan Smith and 
Dr. Pe�er Le Huray ( see footnotes  2 and 3). The ' Ca thedral' , ' Old 

• and New foundation' , ' S inging-man ' ,  ' S inging-boy' columns are comp iled 
fl,om both sources. The other two columns are taken primat:'ilv fx,om 



Y)  

Old [O]  Date of Number of : 
Cathedral or New [N] Statutes 

singing singing foundation or other petty 
3 

source3 canons men boys 

Bangor 3 0 3 c. 1550 2 ? 3 ? 3 

Bristol N 1542 6 6 6 

Canterbury N 1541 12 12 12 
1636 6 18 10 

Carlisle N 1541 8 4 6 

Chester N 1541 6 6 8 

Chichester 0 1586 4 8
3 

8
3 1634 4 8 8 

Dublin : 
N 3 3 3 4 3 Christ Church 1539 8 

St. Patrick's 03 1546 16 4 3 23 

1554 16 ? 3 63 

Durham N 1541 12 10 10 

Ely N 1541 8 8 8 

Exeter 0 10 2 10 2 

1563 6 12 3 14 3 

1634 4 19 (16) 3 14 (10) 3 

N 62 2 Gloucester 8 ,3 
1541 6 63 

6 '  

Hereford 0 1583 2 122 10 2 8 2 

1583  16 7 3 

1634 16 8 3 

Lichfield 0 10 2 2 8
3 1634 6 10 3 8 

Lincoln 0 8 2 8 2 

C .1600 4 8 3 15 3 

1634 12 in 3 8 3 total . . . . .  

Llandaff 0 3 c. 1550 5 in 3 total . . . . . 4 3 

Oxford N 154 1 8 8 8 

Peterborough N 154 1 8 8 8 

l ( continued )  the work referenced in the column heading . Variations are given the 
appropriate reference number in the table. Fuller information is given in tht-' 
sources. 

2 - A.  Sm-U.:h, 'The P11.ac.t,i.,c.e o 6 MUI.lie. in Eng .w ft Ccu:hed11.ai/2 and Chu1tc.heo crn.d a;t th.e 
CouJ1,,t cluun.g the 11.ugn 06 Euzabeth I ' ,  ( Ph . D .  Thesis;  University of Birmingham , 
1967) ,  Table 5 ' English Cathedrals and the ir Choral Foundat ions ' ,  p . 2 32 - 5 . 

3 P .  Le /-IWW..tf, 'Mu,t,,i.,c. and the Re6onma/t/o n in Engf..Clnd , 1 54 9- 1 6 6 0 ,  ( London ; Herbert 
Jenkins , 19 6 7 ) ,  Tables 3 and 4 ,  p . 14 and p. 15. 



Rochester 

St. Asaph 

St. David's 

St. Paul ' s  

Salisbury 

Wells 

Westminster 

Winchester 

Worcester 

York 

36 

N 154 1 6 6 8 

03 c.1550 4 4 3 
4 

3 

03 c. 1550 8 4+ in 3 total 
3 

C . 15 75 6 

0 8 2 1 0 2 

1634 12 63 1 0 3 

0 62 8 2 

1634 6 7 3 8 3 

0 8 2 62 

1592 14+  
8 3 

6 3 

1634 6 6 3 

Abbey 3 N 3 1540 12 12 3 1 0 3 

N 154 1  1 2  1 2
3 

1 0 ,  
1638 12 6 6 3 

N 8 2 122 

1542 1 0  1 0 3 1 0 3 

") 

12 2 0 
3 

l2 L 

c. 1550 12 in total 12 3 

At Norwich, and probably at many other cathedrals, what numbers were 

pronounced in the statutes were not a lways the ones occurring in practice . 

A comparison with the lists in the account rolls of this period proves this. 

Henrician numbers seem to have been used up to the year ending 1574 --5.  The 

next five years or so, centering around the Queen's visit to Norwich in 

1578, show a process of change .. Indeed, whether or not the cathedral autho­

rities would have known two years in advance of the Queen ' s visit, her 

progress to Norwich does seem to have been a watershed. Throughout this 

time, the number of choristers remains as 8, but in 1575-6 only 4 petty­

canons served a full year, 5 others serving shorter periods, whilst tne 

singing-men's list has 7 names with 3 others noted as having served a quarter 

of a year.· For the financial year 157 7-8, the year in \vhich Elizabeth' s 

visit occurred, 4 petty-canons are paid the full amount (2 others being given 

sma ll amounts for 2 or 3 months service) , no gospeller is paid , and 1 0  

singing-men are paid for the who l e  year one other for three quarters o f  ;i 

year. 
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By the financial year 1 5 8 1 - 2  the numbers have settled to those later 

apportioned in James I Statutes. At no time do the numbers correspond to 

the figures decreed in the Elizabethan Statutes (though the accounts for 

157 1  to 1574 are not extant) . 

Up to 1591 the post of Master of the Choristers, incorporating duties 

as organist , was regarded as separate from the choir itse lf, judging by the 

lists in the account rol ls and the Henrician and Elizabethan number statutes . 

From the financial year 1591-2, however, the holder of the post of the 

Master of the Choristers is also mentioned in either the petty-canon or 

singing-man' s list, whilst the new and separate post of organist comes into 

being. This situation is ratified in the number chapter of James I's Statutes . 
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CHAPTER 3 

Stipends 

The stipends peA a.n.n.wn according to the three sets of statutes run 

as follows ; 

Henry VIII petty-canon 

epistoler 

singing-boy 

£5 2s Od 

£4 Ss 2d 

15s Od 

(the singing-man's stipend is not given and there is an empty line 

where the gospeller entry should have been) 

Elizabeth I petty-canon . £10 

epistoler £ 10 

gospeller £ 10 

singing-man £6 13s 4d 

singing-boy £3 6s 8d 

Master of the Choristers £ 1 0 

James I petty-canon £ 10 

gospeller £9 

epistoler £8  10s 

organist £20 

singing-man £ 8  

(Master of Choristers £8  extra to his stipend in 
the choir) 

The Elizabethan figures are taken from the ' Phopo.11.,:tl,on. on ;th,u., book.' 

at the end of the Statutes as they .seem more realistic than a computation 

of. the figure given per quarter for the singing-men and singing-boys in the 

text itself as this only gives them £4 13s 4d and £2 13s 4d respectively .  

Also at the end of the Elizabethan statutes is a ' Phopoilion appoi1i,te.d b y 

King Edwa.11.d ' ;  

petty-canon 

gospeller 

epistol er 

£10 

£8  

£8  

, 
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Haster of Choristers £ 1 0  

singing-boy 

singing-man 

£3 6s 8d 

£6 13s 4d 

In fact these payments apparently stipulated by Edward VI, but for 

one exception , are those found in the Receiver's Account Rolls1 up to 

about 1600. The only variation from these is that by Elizabeth ' s  reign 

singing-men were paid £ 8  peA an.n.um. 

The economic plight of the cathedral musician ca.n be judged by these 

figures when at a time of galloping inflation, most notably during Elizabeth ' s  

reign, the stipends were increased minimally or not at all . The only change 

in any post' s stipend came probably in 160 7-8 2 (though the account for 1606- 7 

is missing) when the gospeller' s and epistoler' s stipend were regraded to £9 , 

and £ 8  1 0s respectively. This creates a differential between tl1e two posts , 

j ustly in view of the gospeller' s job, and renews the differential and status 

between the gospeller and epistoler and the ordinary singing-man lost pro ­

bably at the beginning of Elizabeth' s reign. 

The only other change to affect the account lists concerns the post of 

organist . In  159 1 -2 the post of organist was separated from the Master of 

Choristers and made a post in its own right. Henry Baker the first holder 

of the post received £5 3, but by 159 7-8 4 William Cobbold was receiving £ 1 0  

for his labours, though this sum was probably paid as soon as he took office 

in December 15955 (the accounts for 1592-97 are missing) . A further revision 

took place between 1609 - 12, when William Inglott seems to have been tempted 

away from Hereford Cathedra1 6 back to Norwich by the building of an expensi ve 

new organ and a stipend of £20 ? Inglott was granted his patent in June or 

l - Dean and C hapter deposi t ,  N . N . P . R. O .  

2 - Rece iver ' s  Accounts , Roll 49.  

3 - i�i�. ,  Roll 3 8. 

4 - ibid. , Roll 4 0 . 

s - Re.v. J. F. OJ,i.LV.ctr1M c1..v1d B. Coze.n.6 -Hcu1.dy ,  ' ExiJLllc.:t.6 61tom :the. Two EMLi.c.&t 
Mini.de. Boo /�1.:, o{i  the. Ve.an. and Chapte_,11. 06 N011w,i.d1 Catfw.dJc.a..e. , 1 5 56- 1 6 4 9 ' 
(Norfo lk Recor'd Soc iety , Vo l. 2 Lf , 1% 3 ) , p . 3 7 . 
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8 July 1611 but it is quite likely he had been resident in the post from 

the end of 1609. 

Probably by the end of 1609, the stipends, as laid down in James ' 

statutes, were already in force and these remained till the breakdown of 

cathedral worship in the 1640 ' s .  A comparison of the stipends of singing­

men and choristers at some other cathedrals can be drawn for Table I I. 9 

Other posts not mentioned in the regular lists, but nevertheless 

having much to do with the choir , are the precentor and sacrist. Both of 

these are elected posts, at least after 1620 chosen yearly , and held by 

petty-canons. 

In Henry VIII ' s  statutes the precentor ' s  (or chanter ' s) duties are 

. 10 clearly laid out , • • but he seems to receive no remuneration . E lizabeth 's 

statutes, however , make provision that "his fee shall be yearly £10 . . . . .  

and no more . 1 1
1 1 James ' statutes, however, "require that a fourth part [of 

the sum of the fines at the end of each quarter] be given to the precentor . 1 1
1 2  

In fact the only references except for one occasion, in the accounts and 

Chapter minute books to the post of precentor (chanter) came after the issue 

13 
of James I Statutes in 1620 , when the office is salaried at 20s peA annwn. 

Presumably this 20s is on top of a fourth part of al l fines collected. Even 

so it would take a considerable amount of recalcitrance from his colleagues 

6 - information of I nglott at Hereford Cathedral from - e.d. J . A .  Ful.le,'L 
Ma.,,i,,Uan.d and W. BMcl..ay SqubLe., ' The. F,,[,,tzwi_Lua.m Vvigin.a.l Book. ' , 
( London 1899 ; New York , Dover , 19 6 3 )  p . x .  

7 Receiver ' s  Accounts ,  Roll 51 ; accounts for 1509 -12 are missin g .  

8 - Williams and Cozens-Hardy op . cit . p . 45 .  

9 - compiled largely from infor,mation in A. Sm-L:t.h, 'The. P11.ac,,uc.e. 0 6  MuJ.iic. 
in En.gL0s h Co.:thc..d1La.l6 and Chu,'Lc.he./2 and cl--t .the. Cou,'L-t dWling :the 1u•.,ig n. 
0 6  Euzabe.:th. I ' , ( Ph . D .  T11esis ; University of Birmingham , 19 6 7 ) , 
Table 5 ,  ' English Cathedrals and their Choral Foundations ' ,  p . 2 3 2 -5 .  

10 - see Appendix I ,  Chapter 2 3 . 

1 1  - sec Appendix I I . 

1 2 - see Appendix IV, Chapter 14 .  

1 3  - e . g .  Treasurer ' s  Accounts , Ro ll 58 ( 162 4 ) . 



Table II 

Cathedral Stipends 
Singing Man Singing Boy 

Bristol £6 13s 4d £3 6s 8d 

Canterbury £ 10 £4 

Carlisle £6 9s 2d14 

Chester £6 13s 4d £3 6s 8d 

Chichester £6 13s 4d £3 6s 8d 

Durham £6 13s 4d £3 6s 8d 

£ 16 13s 4dl4 

E ly £6 13s 4d f �  _ _  .., 6s 8d 

Exeter £10  £4 

Gloucester £6 9s 2d14 

Rochester £8 £3 6s Sd 

Salisbury £ 8  13s 
1 4' 

4d-

Worcester £6 13s 4d £3 6s Sd 

14 - from information in P .  Le. Hww.y, 1 Muslc. 
crnd the. Re.6011.ma;tlon in Engta.nd, 1 549- 1 660 1

, 

(London ; Herbert Jenkins;  1967 ) ,  p . 40- 1. 
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to make up the £ 1 0  wage envisaged in Elizabeth ' s  s �atutes. The only 

reference to the precentor ' s  post before 1 620 comes in the 1 5 82-3 accoui1t 

when Jermyn Gardiner is given £ 1 0  "for the contract lease and patent of 

the office of the chanter. 1 1 1 5  This is the only reference which corresponds 

to the Elizabethan statute. 

In the Henrician statutes provision for 40s is made for the sacrist 1 s 

16 post. In the Elizabethan statutes the post is not mentioned and no pay-

ment is stipulated in James. No reference to the post appears in the sources 

before 1 620 ,  but there are regular entries in the accounts and Chapter Minute 

Books after this date with a stipend of 20s. 17

Besides the obvious hierarchical structure in  the cathedral from the 

Dean downwards, each officer with his level of remuneration according to his 

post, there seems to have been a system of 'status payments ' amongst the 

singing-men . Often in the singing-man's account list there one , two or some ­

times three men paid £ 1 0  to the usual £ 8. From 1587 to about 1600 the extra 

£2 is added not to the stipends in the main list but appear in the Pe.ncionu 

section of the account.18 The extra £2 does not appear again in the main

list (or after 1600 at all) till 1607-8. 19 Men to benefit from this status

payment include Osbert Parsley , John Amery, Thomas Read , John Carlton, Edmund 

Inglott junior , William Colbecke ,  William Syer, William Chapman, Thomas Quash 

and William Cobbold . 

The actual reason for these payments is unclear. Some may be seniority 

payments , and for being head of the singing-men . Both Osbert Parsley and 

William Cobbold appear at the top of the singing-men ' s  lists in the accounts 

and both gave great servic� over many years. Out of the 80 years from 1560  

15 - Receiver's Accounts , Roll 3 2. 

16 - see Appendix I ,  Chapter 31 . 

17 - see footnote 14 . 

18 - e . g. Receiver ' s  Accounts, Roll 36 (1 5 89-90) , Roll 3 7  ( 1590-1 ) . 

19 - Receiver's Accounts , RoJ.l 49 .  
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to 1640, Parsley was head of the singing-men for about 25 years (and prob­

ably we l l  before 1560 also) and Cobbold head about 30 years. (Others, how­

ever,  who appear at the head of the lists between 1585 (death of Parsley) 

and about 1610 (when Cobbold moved from the organist position to a singing­

man's place) , for example Simon Moss or Peter Spratt , do not receive this 

extra £2. 

This £10 stipend may also have been used to attract good musicians from 

other churches to Norwich. Particu larly in the case of John Amery, this 

reason seems feasible. Amery had previously been at Westminster Abbey 

(1575-6) and also at St. Dunstan-in-the -West, London (1576) before being 

at Norwich from June 1576 til l  his appointment to the Chape l  Royal in 

20 December 1595. Amery was a musician of high calibre and their seems 

little incentive, besides monetary, why he should come out from London to 

a provincial  cathedral. Indeed his Norwich salary would probab ly  make him 

amongst the best paid provincial cathedral musicians at that time. This 

reason may also by why Thomas Quash received the same amount as his skil l  

as a musician is shown in his admission as a Norwich wait. 

Another possible reason is that some recipients of this status payment 

may be leaders of their voice sections. Thomas Read is specifica l ly mentioned 

as being a bass voice and receives a £10 stipend immediate ly on entrance on 

18th April 1567. 21  Parsley and Amery, who received these payments together 

for about 1 0  years, were undoubtedly ski l led enough musicians to lead a 

section. 2 2  Amery may have been a bass. 

* * * * * 

20 - see A .  Smilh, 'The. Ge.ntle.me.n and Chil..ciJu!,n o {i :the. Chapel Ro yal. o 6 
Euzabe..th I :  an anno:ta:te.d Re.g.-05 -tVL, ( Royal Musical As soc iation 
Research Chronicle , No. 5 , 1965) .  

21 - William.s and Cozens-Har dy op. ci t. p .  2 4 . 

2 2  - Smith op.ci t. ( Chapel Royal) - see entry 89. 



J 

44 

The Ac.c.oun,t R.olli 2 3  go back to 1 538 but lists of names only start to 

appear from Roll 24 , 1 5 67 - 8 . The following Receiver ' s  Accotmt rolls survi ve 

after this (financial years dating from 29th September to 29th September ,  

St . Michael the Archangel) :  

1 5 67- 8 ,  1 5 69- 7 0 ,  1 5 74 -5 , 1 5 75 - 6 ,  1 577-8 , 1 5 78 -9 ,  1 5 8 0 - 1 ,  

1 5 8 1 - 2 ,  1 5 82-3 , 1 5 83-4 , 1 584 -5 , 1 586-7 , 1 5 89-90 , 1 590- 1 ,  

1 591 -2 ,  1 597 - 8 , 1 598-9 , 1 599- 1600 ,  1 600- 1 ,  1 60 1 -2 ,  1 6 02-3 , 

1 603-4 , 1 604 - 5 , 1605 - 6 , 1 607 - 8 , 1608-9 ,  1 6 12-3 , 1 6 14 - 5 ,  

24 1 6 1 5 - 6 ,  1 62 1 -2 , 1 622-3 , 1 623-4 , 1 624-5 , 1 625 - 6 ,  

1 627 - 8 ,  1 628 -9,  1 629-30 , 1 630- 1 ,  1 634-5 , 1636 - 7 ,  1 6 38 -9 ,  

1 64 0 - 1  - next accounts start after the Restoration : 

Other accounts relevant to the period are to be found in : Liber Misce l ­

laneorum Vol. 3 (January 1 622 , and 1630) 2 5 , ' View of the Account of Henry 

Mannell '  for 2nd and 3rd year of Elizabeth I ,  26 Audit Book I ( 1 637-8) . 27 

In a rough catalogue , made sometime before the manuscripts of the cathedra l 

muniment room were moved to the Norfolk and Norwich Pub lic  Record Office , 

mention is made of an account book some early 1 7th century accounts and the 

accounts for 1 5 80 - 1. In the removal of the manuscripts from the cathedral ,  

this book has gone missing and has been unabled to be traced , though may 

turn up when the manuscripts have been properly catalogued. 

23  - Receiver' s Account Rolls, ( Dean and Chapter Deposit, N. N .P . R . O . ) . 

2 4 - Probably from 16 20, the accounts are split into the Receiver ' s  Rolls 
( income) and the Treasurer' s Rolls (expenditure) - this date and 
onwards are Treasurer Account Rolls . 

2 5 - Dean and Chapter deposit, N . N.P . R . O .  

26 - Hamond deposit, Ms. 5116C , N. N . P . R . O . 

27  - Dean and Chapter deposit, N. N.P. R . O. 
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CHAPTER 4 

Augmentations 

Augmentations are by no means a regular occurrence in the accounts in 

this period. Indeed there are no augmentations of the straight gift type -

"for diligence in the choir" - in James ' reign. In Elizabeth ' s  time the 

only period of regular awards of this augmentation comes during the service 

of Osbert Parsley up to 1585. Parsley receives 40s nearly every year to his 

death, and from 1579 John Amery also received some sort of yearly payment 

ranging from 1 0s to 40s. 1 Occasionally other choir members are given ari 

augmentation for their service e. g. in 1578 -9 Jermyn Gardiner, petty-canon _, 

2 got 40s and Edmund Inglott (junior?) , singing-man, 1 0s. After Parsley 's 

death ( 1585) these rewards disappear and only make their reappearance in 

1597-8  when 3 men John Codd, John Amery and John Cheveley receive a rewaTd , 

though only Cheveley was in the choir at the time . 3 Cheveley received aug­

mentations for the next two years and John Black from 1599 to  1601. 

From 1601 to about 1620 no rewards of any kind are given. But from 1622 

Richard Gibbs, the organist, 4 receives each year £8 "pno die;t;to ou.0 1 1
• This 

augmentation is not strictly a gift as it appears in the expenses section o f  

the account. Indeed whether this is an altruistic payment by the authoriti es  

or a contractual agreement with Gibbs to secure his service is  uncertain . 

The only other payment which could be construed as an augmentation of 

a basic salary, though it appears in the expenses section of the accounts, 

starts in 1 623-4 5 when payment is made for beginning the psalms. This task 

seems to have been traditionally associated with the 'post ' of junior singing 

1 - in 1 5 80-1 Parsley and Amery received payments to cover 2 years -
Receiver 's Accounts, Roll 30. 

2 - Receiver 's Accounts , Roll 29. 

3 - For discussion of this see Chapter 8. 

4 - Took up the post in June 1622. 

5 - Receiver' s Accounts , Roll 5 8  - this payment may have been a result 
of reorganisation after the new Statutes in 1620 and may have started 
at that time. 
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man6 (usually denoted by being the last man in the singing-man' s  account 

list) , but only from thi s  t ime is there any mention of payment for the 

responsibility . Thomas P uTton (who had probably done it since 16 14) and 

John Haun<l were paid 5s 6d between them on top of their salary . Though 

the entry does not appear every year, it must have been paid regularly. 

John Haund probably held this responsibility into the 1530's, the standard 

payment being 10s . From then on this duty becomes disassociated from the 
. . 

junior singing man as first Thomas Purton (who had risen to Epistoler) , 1n 

about 1535, and Redmain Carlton (well up in the singing-man's list) , in 

about 1639, took it over . 7 

6 - Rev . J .  F .  W,i,U,,wm,� and B .  Co zevz,,� -HMdy, ' Ex:tnau.-6 611,om .the. Two 
ErU!,Ue.-6.t J�Li.nu,te Boo lv.i o 6 .the. Vean. and Chap.te11, [etc. .  ] ' 
( Norfolk Record Society , Vol . 2 4 , 1953 ) p . 49 :  see 10th December 
16 14 - the institution of Thomas F urton . 

7 - see  Rece iver ' s  Accounts , Roll 7 5 , 7 7 ,  79 , and Audit Book I ,  accou11ts 
for .16 3 8 . 
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CHAPTER 5 

Expenditure 

It may be safely argued that periods of expenditure on the musical  

establishment of a cathedral would generally denote some vitality and inno­

vation amongst the choir, just as periods of non-expenditure , in the same 

way, denote disinterest from the cathedral authorities and stagnation 

amongst the musicians . The underlying reason for musical expenditure, or 

the lack of it, is often dependent on the shade of religious opinion amongst 

the cathedral authorities .  

• Although from this period only 4 3  Account Rolls are extant (with 34 

Rolls missing) , some conclusions can be drawn from the frequency of payments 

on the musical establishment at Norwich cathedral . The following is a com­

plete list of expenses in the Receiver 's and Trea�urer 1 s Account Rolls foT 

the composition of music, for music books and for the organ . 

Roll 28 : 1577-8  

- Roll 31 :  158 1-2 

Roll 35 : 1586- 7 

(year of the Queen's visit) 

"ptr..o 6ac.w hydJLan:t vac. fe. Oitgaynv.. "1 plus 

payment for labour and parts £ 16 12s. 

to Osbert Parsley for composition 20s. · 

for 8 empty psalm books and their preparation by 

a singer in the choir 18s. 

to "ThomM ChCULd2 ptr..a magni.6 ubw vac.a:t gtr..e.at 

J.> ong boa li "  £4 10s . 

to "W<lUam Lawnde. 3 ptr..o de.c.e.m ubw vac.at an,th.c..111 

boalz "  28s. 

to 1 1Jolrn Amcry and John Cragg for writing and 

composing one Service in the new empty books 

for the choir 1 1  20s . 

l - the words in italic type and quotation marks are direct from the accounts ; 
words j ust in quotation marks are a translation of the Latin of the 
account . 

2 - not in the choir . 



Roll 3 7 :  1590- 1  

Ro 11 41 : 1S98-9 

to "John Arnery for certain singing books " 20s. 

to · John Chevely for "pJUc.lun.g " some anthems 27s 6d. 

to Thomas Clieff4
( ? )  for some anthem books. 

Roll 4 2 : 1599-1600 to John Chevely for anthems and a service 26s 4d. 

Richard Carlton for some new singing books 

called 11Moft.1.ey' -6 M )ivic.e" 30s. 

Roll 44 : 1601-2 

Roll 46 : 1603-4 

Roll 4 7 :  1604- 5  

Roll 49 : 1607-8  

Roll SO :  1608-9 

Roll 51 : 1612-13 

to 

to 

to 

to 

1 1 0o,L the ne.w ma.king o 6 the billoUJ-6 plLo OJLgana" 

41s 2d . 

"Ri.c.ha.,'Ld Ca.J-t.1..to n oOIL ;the puc./i_,i_ng O 6 a nCL!J M JW,LC.e II 

20s. 

Richard Carlton for a new set of empty books 40s . 

(year of the building of the new organ) 

" oolL the. blowing ofi  :the oJLgan-6 " 3s 4d. 

'' EILa.-6mU6 Tuddenham 5 
601L puc.king ofi  Mv.e -6 eJLvic.e 

book.-6 1 0-6 the ILuled page fio1t them 3-6 ". 

to John Lowes for blowing the organ for 3/4 of a 

year 30s. 

for mending the organ 2s 6d . 

Roll 53 : 1615-16 to "MM.te.JL Mvuu.c./2." for "UJ/LA.,;t,i_ng and p!Uc.kin.g"  

books for the choir £9. 

Ro 1 1 S 7 : 16 2 2 - 3 

4 - ibid . 

to Peter Sandley for mending the organ 23s. 

to Peter Sandley for mending the organ 4s 6d . 

5 - he had left the c ho ir in 1606. 



Roll 58 : 1623-4 to 

Roll 62 : 1625-6 

Roll 75 : 1634-5 to 

Roll 7 7 :  1638-9 • to 

Peter S.andley for mending the organ 12d. 

"fo1' expenses to Mr . Robert and for his horse 

at Thetford and Cambridge in going to see 

Mr. Dallam concerning the repairing of the 

organ" lls 2d. 

John Atkins for work on the organ Ss. 

John Atkins for repairing the organ 30s. 

These entries show a curve in musical interest peaking in the early 

years of James I with the building of a new organ 1607-9 .  The slopes on 

either side of this peak a.re, more or less, inver1:;(dy proportional to the 

fall and rise of Puritan influence in the country as a whole. Music has 

always been one of the more mystical elements of Church worship, and a lthough 

a minor part in liturgical reformation, cathedral music and choirs epitomi sed 

to the Puritans the sensual indulgement they despised in the Catholic church 

and was mercilessly attacked as 'popish indulgernent '. 

At the start of Elizabeth ' s  reign , Puritanism had great strength and 

will_ as seen in the attempts to change the forms of worship and the church ' s  

structure in the early 1560's. Their moves in Convocation finally failed, 

but their message continued through pamphlets and pulpit and kept Puritanism 

a force through the 1570's . At Norwich during the 1560's , although many of 

the cathe,dral hierarchy were reactionary survivers from the Reformation, 

Bishop Parkhurst 6, who had been exiled in Geneva during Mary 's reign, was 

sympathetic to Protestantism. His sympathy, and a city riddled with all 

shades of Puritanism, meant that the c�thedral became increasingly influenced 

by the religious reformers . The appointment of Bishop Freke, a man on the 

side of the Anglican Sett lement , in  1575 meant a reaction against the Puri tan 

5 - for compre hensive infonnatio n  on Parkt1ur st see R. A.  Houlbtwok.e.. ,  'The.. 
Le.t.:t.vi Boo k.  o 6 John PaJc.llhu!ll, ;t ' , (Nor folk R�c or d  Soc iety , Vol .  Lf 3 ,  
19 74-5) . 
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influence, yet it \�as not unti l 1 5 8 1-2 that expenditure on singing books 

first appears . Even the year of the Queen 's  visit ( 1 5 78)  only merited the 

probably overdue extensive reparation 01· rebuilding of the organ and a 

solitary payment 'for composition by Osbert Parsley - possibly th e Te. Ve.um 

sung before Elizabeth. 7 

From the latter part of the 1580's, as Puritanism declined in its 

ferocity, there is a clear indication of a greater emphasis on music climaxing 

in a relatively euphoric period at the end of Elizabeth's reign and the first 

decade of James ' when the Puritan threat was at its lowest ebb. 

The only indication of the type of repetory sung in the choir, besides 

the references to psalm and anthem books, occurs when Richard Carlton was 

paid 30s for, presumably, copying out "Morley ' s service". At least this 

shows that Norwich made some attempt to get and perform music  of the great 

composers resident at the Chapel Royal to alleviate the undoubted mediocre 

8 standard of the provincial cathedral repetory . 

The dm-mward slope of the curve eventually led at Norwich to the 

destruction of the organ and ransacking of the cathedral in 1643 by a Puritan 

mob . Indeed, except for needy repairs to the organ9 there is no mention of 

music after the huge payment of £9 to William Merrick in 16 15-16. 

The organ figures prominently in the accounts. There seems to have 

been extensive reparations in the year of Elizabeth's visit and . indeed this 

is the first mention of the organ since it is said to have been destroyed by 

7 - the performanc e  of a Te. Ve.wn is mentioned i n  J .  N.{c..hol!.:, , ' The. P11.oglL(¼M !.,!J 
and Pu.bLi.c. P11.oc..v.i.oioM .. . . .  0 6 Euzabe.,.th I ( 3  volumes; London , 1823 ) ,  
Vo l. 2 p . 140 ; s ee also Rev . I� . Bo.oton., ' The. Mu/2ic..ai. H,{,,6:t.Otr..ij o 6 No11..w.J...c.h 
Ca..the.dtr..ai. ' (.Fri ends of No rwich Cat h edr al ,  Norwich, 196 3 )  p . 3 L� , who 
m entio ns th is poss ible link but g ives no reference. 

8 - see A .  SrnLth, ' The. PJLac.:t.;,c.e. o 6 Akt.oic. . . . . . [ e.,.tc.. ] ' , (Ph. D. thes i s; 
Univer sity o f  J3ir·min gham , 1967 ). 

9 - most notably in 1626  when noc only did the cathedra l pay Mr . Robert for 
goin g to see Dallam but had to use  a £ 10 legacy l eft  by the w ill of 
Abel  Calls ( long  s e:cving butler in the Cdi: l !ecl 1:'EL L ) to  mend the " dE) C<'ty s "  
in the o rgan : see  Re.v . J .  F .  (IJ,i.,,f,Li..con,!J cmd B .  Co2e.1 l!:i -Hcuidy, ' EY..;tA.ac,tJ.i 
011..om .:the Two Ecud)_e..6 -t Mi..mde. 8001?.1.:i o{i ;(:fie. Dr.an and Chapte.Jt . . . . .  [ (� tc . .  ] '  
(Norfo lk Record Society , Vol . 24 , 19 5 3 ) ,  p. 12 . 
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Puritan canons in 1 5 7□ ,
10 though it seems unlikely the cathedral would have 

held its services without an organ for 7 or 8 years . By 1607 the organ 

must have been old and had needed new bellows in 160 1 - 2. Mention is made 

of receiving money for the new organ from benefactors in the Receiver ' s  

Accounts, but all the accounts concerning the building of the organ were 

11 kept in the separate Organ Account Book. This documents all the money 

received in gifts and all money spent on the organ between 1607 and 1611. 

Between 1607 and 1610, £145 13s ld was collected ·or donated from the people 

in the cathedral ,  the city and countryside . The choir gave fairly generously : 

Wil liam Chapman 20s ; Peter Spratt 10s ; Robert Brackett petty-canon, William 

Cobbold organist, Thomas Askew Master of the Choristers, John Sowter singing­

man £9 between them. The rest of the account is a tale of such a prodigious 

amount of coals, nails, glue and other materials used in construction that i t ,  

might reasonably be supposed that some of it became ' misplaced ' or ' borrowed ' 

during the work. 

The work took place under the supervision of the famous organ builder 

Thomas Dallam (Dalham) . Building started in earnest in May 1608 and lasted 

till Jure 1609. Dallam received over £50  for his year's work usually being 

paid a · weekly  fee of 30s . The singing-man Simon Moss seems to have been one 

of Dallam ' s  chief workers judging by his frequent appearance in the account . 

12 The organ was probably quite ornately decorated with ebony keys and gilt 

b h h I I ]  • 1 , , 13 
d I I 14 h .  h 1 . d 15  on ot t e . 1tt e an ' great ' organs, w 1c were a so pa1nte . 

Small wonder that, including the extensive repairs made in 1611, which may or 

b f • h d d f k i • 16 J may not e a  re lect1on on t e stan ar o wor mans111p, t 1e organ cost a 

total of £399 lls lOd. 

10 - M. M. KnappVt, ' TLtdOJL PLUL,i,,tan,L6 m ' , ( University of Chica go/Phoenix Books,  
196 5 ), p . Lf4 , 

11 Dean and Chapte1° deposit , N. N. P . R. 0. : it is  a poor• J.y written manuscript. 

12 - Or gan Acco un t, p . 8 .  

13 - ib id . p . 15. 

14 - ibid. p . 20 .  

15  ibid. p . J.Lf. 
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CHAPTER 6 

The Petty-Canon 

A l l  sets of statutes agree on the quality of man required for a petty-

canonship : 

"priests of honest and godly life and fame and such as give 

themselves continuously to the study of Holy Scriptures, and 

to the service of Almighty God.1 1
1 

"by their ministry the minds of their listeners may be drawn 

to embrace the true worship of God . 1 1 2 

"finally they should be skilled in the art of music. 1 1
3 

Unfortunately one can only be sceptical of the cathedral' s selection procedure 

in the knowledge of some who held holy orders and petty-canonships in the 

cathedral . 4 

Only Elizabeth's statutes give any indication of the petty-canon's 

actual duties in the church service : 

"everyone two months in the year, one month in \vinter , another 

in summer, the eldest beginning in January, say or sing the 

Morning or Evening Prayer in the choir, and celebrate the 

Communion once within the month at least, and read at every 

Morning and Evening Prayer the second lesson for that month, 

and do all such other things, as shall appertain to the 

minister's office . 1 1
5 

Although the Elizabethan statutes seem not to have had much effect on the 

running of the cathedral, this seems a likely arrangement especially after 

1574 -5 when the numbers of petty-canons were steady at six . 6 They , as the 

rest of the choir, were compelled to be present at every sermon and 9ivinity 

Lecture. 7 

1 -- Eli zabeth I 's Statutes; Appendix I I . 

2 - Jam e s  I' s Statutes ; /\ppendix I I . 

3 - Henry VI I I  I s  Statutes ; Append i x  I .  
I+ see Chapter 16 . 

5 - Ann0.nrl i x  T T  , o r.. fh (}J ,, n .!. I.J f' (}  rrnrl r/1 1 :fll 1 
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B ein g in orders, a l l  pet ty -canon s were a l lowed one other ec c l esiastical  

benef ice wh ich had not to be further than a certa in di st an ce from Norw i ch , 8 

so that they "may more di l igent ly perform their  dut ies. 1 1 9 In J ames' statutes 

"so th at the same serv ice of his  own priv at e  affa irs is not det r iment a l  to 

the serv ice of the church , we a l low that it shou ld be lawfu l for three m in i ­

sters of the cho ir ,  dai ly an d in turn to be ab sent f rom the cho i r  of the 

10 1 church . "  E l i z abeth ' s  statutes "grant unto any of them 20  days in a quarter. " 

According to J ames ' st atut es, however, bes ides  the ir a lternate day off they 

cou ld  h ave one who le week off under the prov i s ion that "one bas s , one tenor ,  

one countertenor, each in h i s  turn, to ab sent h im se lf for a who le 

12 
week. " A l l  the cho ir, though , h ad to be pre sent on "Sunday s ,  feast day s, 

doub le feast day s and on so lemn days and on their v ig i l s. 1 1
1 3 

Both the E l i zabethan and Jacobean st atute s a l low sub st itute if he is  of 

the same vo ice and the latter also a l low s an ab sentee to make up an ab senc e 

; L 
provid ing th at in the f irst p lace he had been g iven perm i s s ion for h i s  ab s ence . � 

6 - see Chapter 2 .  

7 the Divinity Lecture is mentioned only in Elizabeth I ' s  statutes . 

8 - 24- miles in Henry VI I I ' s sta-cutes ; 10 miles in Elizabeth ' s ;  12 miles 
in James : see also Chapter 1 3 . 

9 - James I statutes , 'Chap:tVL 1 4  '. 

10 -- ibid . 

11 - E lizabeth I statutes ' I 0 6  the., pe,;t;ty- e,ano YIJ.i ctnd :thw .o.tipe.nd..6 ' .  

12 - James I statutes , ' Chctp:teJL 1 4 ' - for a discussion on how these ' rest 
days ' affected the make-up of the choir see Chapter 17 . 

1 3 - James I statutes , ' ChapteJL 1 4 ' .  

14- - Elizabeth I statutes , ' 0 6 :the.J.JL 0 6 6,i.c.e., ctnd du;ty; and James I statutes 
' Chctp:tVL 1 4 ' :  



CHAPTER 7 

The Gospeller and Epistoler 

Both these offices necessitated the ho lder to be in the third and lowest 

form of holy orders - that of the deacon. ln Henry VI II statutes these posts 

are referred to as "a Deacon and subdeacon who shall read the Gospel and the 

Epistle''. 1 In James I statutes the two posts are referred to in the Latin as 

"unU6 Via.c.onu/2 fe.c;taJL Eva.nge.Ui. w1u,s fe.c;toJL Ep-Ui.tofe.", 2 but it is likely that 

the Epistoler was in minor holy orders too. 

Again the Elizabethan s tatutes give a different view of these posts , 

though whether the 'expanded' duties of these offices were ever performed is 

questionable. The Gospel ler in these is also the public minister : 

''a priest . . . . . whose office sha l l  be to minister (in such 

church or chapel as shall be . • .s t gned unto him by the Dean 

and Chapter) sacraments and sacramentals according to the 

Order of the Church of England, to all the inhabitants within 

the precinct of the said cathedral church, and the parishioners 

of the late dissolved church of Marsh to visit their sick, bury 

their dead, and to do all things that shall appertain to a 

public minister. He shall also read the Gospel at every 

Communion within the cathedral church, and as oft as it is to 

b " d  I I  3 e sung or sa.i . . . . . . . 

It  has been noted that the gospeller/public minister never received the 

£ 1 0  stipend that these statutes stipul ate 4 and certainly these two duties 

are not linked by 159 1 -2 and after when there is a payment of 5 0s to Richard 

Carlton, who was a petty-canon and Master of Choristers , for being curate of 

the chapel of St . .John and Mary which was the 'church ' of the cathedral 

1 - Appendix I ,  1 Cha.pteJr.. Z O '  . 

2 - Append ix IV , ' Chapteh 1 '  ( in translat ion ) .  

3 - see Appendix I I  , ' 0 {i the. PubLi.c. mii'lM>teJr.. h-Ll o 6 Mc.e. and J.i;tipend' . 

4 - see Chapter 3 .  
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pr ecinct inhab itant s by that time. 5 The chur ch o f  Marsh m ent ioned in the 

above quo t e  h ad stoo d  very near the cath edra l b efore bein g  demo l i shed about 

15656 
th e parsonage was st ill given to Adam Barker a petty - canon in 1569.

7 

Barker rema in ed a p etty -canon t ill 1576 but wh ether h e  rema in ed in th is 

cur e or what happen ed to this parsona ge or if it was amal gamat e d  w ith th e 

pr ecin ct ' chur ch ' b efo_r e th e d ef in it e  information con cern in g th e probl em 

in 159 1 is unknown . Indeed th e Eli zab ethan statut es e l evat es the gosp eller 

to a pr iest 's  l evel and th er e  is certainly no eviden ce  for th is . 

The Ep istoler w as to b e ;  

"a m in ist er or d ea con . . . . .  whos e off ice shall b e  to r ead  

d ist in ctly and pla inly every morn in g, w int er and summ er at 

r is e  of the clock in the morn in g ,  th e Morn in g  Pray er a c cord ing 

to the order of th e Chur ch of England, with in th e sa id cath edral 

church , h e  shall also r ead th e ep istl e at every Commun ion w ith in 

th e cath edral chur ch , and as oft as it is to be  r ead , h e  shall 

s in g  th e Litany , so oft as it is to b e  sun g or sa id ..... 1 1 •
8 

H is task of r ead ing the early Morning Prayer ev ery day (the ma in one 

starts at 7 o' clock according to th e statut es
9
) is cl early on erous. Aga in 

there is no evid en ce from th e other statut es that th e ep istol er had this 

duty. Wh ether th e Epistol er execut ed th e L it any is do ubtful , for t re l 605 

• 
h ( ) f d h 

• lO 
Ord ers m ent ion that t e p etty - canons per .orm e t 1s. 

5 - Rece iver ' s  Acco un ts, Roll 38 . 

6 - see H .  W .  Saundv-� , 'A H.u.i.tofl.y o 6 NoJLWic.h Gfl.ammCUL Sc.hoot' , (Norwic h, 
19 3 2 ), p . 12 6 . 

7 - Rev . J .  F .  W,U.,U,mno and B .  Coze,n.6 -Ha.Jt.dy, 'Ewac..t.6 nfl.om .the, Two 
Ea;c.£j__e.,�.t Minute. Book..1.i 06 .the, Dean and Chap.tVL . . . . .  ' ( Norfolk Reco rd 
Soc iety , 19 5 3 ) , p. 28. 

8 ·- s ee Appendix I I, ' 0 6 ;the. Ep.u.i.tole.fl. and h.u., o6&ic.e. and stipend' .  

9 - see ib i�. ' 0 1l  the. Divi..n.e. Se.fl.v.-i.c.e. ' . 

10 - Appen dix  I I I  Orders 14 and 15 - no te " that for t he better sing ing of 
t he Lii:any" it was to be executed by a c anon an d sin gin g -man . 
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In Norwich cathedra l  th e po st s of Go sp e l ler and Epi sto l er wer e import ­

ant in two w ays , be sides  their duties. Fir st ly as a st epp ing s ton e to th e 

f 11  h 1 d f d • .... ll d d l  h h . h u , o y or er s o a p etty c anon an pr ies <-, an secon y as t e 1g est 

st ep in the choir structure w ithout commitment to the ord er s  of a pri est . 12 

Thi s w as un l ik e  th e Ch ap e l  Royal wh ere  th ese po st s  w er e  o ft en us ed as 

probationary po sitions l ead ing to ful l  admitt anc e as a Gent l em an in 

Ordinary. 

J.l - see the Table of Cho ir m embers - Thomas Ch apm an ,  W illiam Merrick, 
Thomas Sadlin gton , George Sanders, Humphrey Turn er , Thom as 
Wi lken son. 

12 - see i bid .  - William Farewell , Arthur Jac kson, William Inglott ,  T hom a s  
Furton. 



57 

CI-IAPTER - 8  

The Singing -Man 

Again only Eli zabeth's Statutes elaborate on the duties of the singing­

man besides singing; 

"they shall . . . . .  be expert men in plainsong, pricksong and 

descant . . . . . they shall also read the first lesson at Morning 

and Evening Prayer every one in order his month as the petty 

canons are bound to the second lesson before, and they shall 

gladl y do everything else within the choir of the said Church, 

whatsoever the chanter of the said church, or his substitute 

shall command them 1 1
1 

Neither of the other two sets of statutes can confirm or deny this, 

though the provision for expertise in plainsong, pricksong and descant is 

a natural requirement for a cathedral singing-man . The 1605 Orders add 

another duty. These ask the chanter to select a singing-man to sing with 

2 the executing petty-canon "for the better singing of the Litany hereafter . r ,  

The singing-men were allowed substitutes for ! r inevi table necessi ty' r , 3 

and as noted in Chapter 6 each week one bass, one tenor and one countertenor 

from the choir could absent themselves for the whole week except for feast 

days etc . .  4 

The singing-men who llppear in the main list, however, were not the only 

lay men to sing in the choir. In 1597-8 John Codd was paid 50s for "occupying 

a singer's place in the choir. 1 1 5 Only five singing-men se�ved a full year 

so Codd seems to have made up the numbers. Similarly when payments were made 

to "Thomas Wilkenson 3s 4d, William Cobolde 6s 8d and two other strangers 

3s 4d, singers r' in 1581- 2, 6 although all singing-men served a full year, 

1 - Appendix I I , ' O {i  :the. .6.i.n9,i.n9-n·1e.n cmd ,the.,<)t .6 tipe.nd ' .  

2 - Appendix I I I, O�de.h 1 5 .  

3 Appendix  IV , ' Chap.tM 1 4 '  . 

4 - ibid . 

5 - Rece iver ' s  Accounts ,  Roll 40 . 

6 - Receiver ' s  Accounts Roll 31  - Wi lkenson was probably the petty- canon who 
left at Christmas 1 5 80 and CoboldP. n uite nos s i l-1 l v  ·1-h r-" f1 1 ·1-,m,:, ny, a;.rn i c:t-
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th ese  men may hav e fi l l -ed in becaus e of s ic kn ess among st regu l ar memb ers 

or ev en f or augment ing th e ch oir in s p ecia l s ervic es . Twic e during the 

p eriod und er d iscuss ion th e cath edra l auth orit ies s ought h e lp o f  men from 

P et erborough. In  1584-5  10s was g iv en to  "John B u rt on 8th s inging -man in 

th e ch oir f or h is exp enses in coming from th e town of Pet erb orough and 

stay ing in  Norw ich. 1 1
7 

H e  must hav e f il l ed in th e 1/ 4  y ear when the 8th 

place was vacant th ough th ere is n o  payment in th e acc ounts for h im actua l ly 

s ing ing . 
. 8 In 1637- 8 £ 1  ls 0d was pa id "t o  y e  sing ing - man of P et erb orough". 

It may b e  that th is lay -man mad e up the v oic e numb ers in one of the s ect i ons 

of th e choir wh en on e of th e p etty -canon's rooms was vacan t f or a 1/4  y ear . 

Wi l l iam Ing l ott , ev en wh en h e  was n ot in th e off ic ia l l ists of the ch oir , 

st il l s eems t o  have b een inv o lv ed in th e mus ic of th e cathedra l  and was pa id  

accord ingly - f or exampl e 158 1-2  pa id 50s f or taking th e p lac e of h is s i ck 

fath er as Mast er of Chorist ers, 9 1582 - 3  pa id 40s for h is d i l igenc e in a tt en­

d ing th e ch oir, 10 1584 -5 £4 for h is att endanc e in th e choir .
11 

On e extra duty laid on th e junior sing ing man in th e choir (d en ot ed in 

th e acc ounts as th e last man in th e l ist ) was th e b eg inning of th e p sa lms .  

Aft er ab out 1620 th ey w ere pa id for th is duty, 12 though th ere is  n o  evid ence  

tha t th is happen ed b ef ore . An entry in th e Chapt er Minut e B ook detai ls the 

duty ; ( 10th D ec emb er 16 14) 

7 -

8 -

9 -

10 -

11 -

12 -

"Th e sa id d ay and p lac e Th omas Purt on (wh o  st ood up on h is 

app robat i on f or t o  have t o  p lace of a sing ing man in th e 

ibid. , 

Audit 

Roll 

Boo k 

Receiver 's  

ibid . ,  Ro ll 

ibi d . ,  Rol l  

see Chapt er 

34 . 

I .  

Accounts , Roll  31. 

32 . 

3 4 . 

4 .  
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said church) . . . . .  humbly desired to be fully admitted up 

to the place, the choir being then present and justifying 

his sufficiency . . .. .  the oath of supremacy . . . .. being done 

the said Mr . Dean did admit the said Thomas Purton a singing­

man of the said church, with the fee of the same for a tenor 

place. And then also [he] shall upon New Year 's day 

next begin the psalms which shall be sung before and after 

the sermon to be preached in the said church . .. . .  or at the 

cross in the green yard during such time as he shall be the 

• • . . d 1 " 1 3  J unior singing-man an no anger . . . .. 

1 3  - J .  F .  W . .f.LC.,i_amo and B .  Co zc_n� -Hahd!J, • 1 Ex..t1tac.,-U 61tom the :avo Ecud.A.e,s,t 
MinUA:e Boo /u) o(i ;the. Ve.an and Ch.ap.te.Jt . . . . . [ etc. . ], (Norfo lk Record 
Society , 24 , 195 3), p.49 . 
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CHAPTER 9 

The Master of the Choristers and the Choristers 

All three sets of statutes have a special chapter for the Master of 

the Choristers. Each mention his required "honourable reputation , [and] 

honest life", 1 but in several other ways differ . Henry's statutes decree 

that he should be chosen o.ut of the six lay clerks, 
2 but Eli zabeth's, how­

ever, make the position a completely separate office, the holder of which 

was nevertheless "bound to serve in the choir as other singing- men do.1 1
3 

Indeed up to 1 591 it is plain from the accounts that the Master's post was 

held in its own right and the Master ' s  name was not duplicated elsewhere. 

Also as stated explicitly in Henry's statutes and implicitly in Elizabeth ' s  

he was a layman . In  1591 this tradition changes 'overnight' when Richard 

Carlton, a petty-canon, is appointed Master and Henry Baker organist
4 

(a 

duty previously associated with the Master's post - see below) . The position 

of Master then reverted to someone being chosen from the choir as in Henry 

VII I's statutes. 

James I's statutes ratify that the Master should be chosen "out of those 

serving in the choir" petty-canon or lay clerk, and that the organist was a 

separate office. 5 The holder of the Master's post needed considerably per­

sonal musical ability. In  Henry's statutes he needed to be "expert in 

singing and playing the organs", and in Elizabeth's, "skill ful in pricksong, 

descant and playing of the organs." By James' statutes, however , with the 

separation of the Master and organist positions he needed to be "skilled in 

singing and the playing of musical instruments". This change in the latter 

has some significance for the musical education of the singing-boys in James' 

statutes was to have "instruction and training in playing various musical 

instruments and in descant to such a reasonable degree of expertise in singing 

l - from James I Statute s ( Append ix IV ) ,  ' ChaptVL 15 1 
• 

2 Appendix I
) 

' Chctptetc.. 2 5 1 
• 

3 - Appendix I I , ' 0 6 the Sc.h.oob1cl!.ite.JL '1,i/2 06 6,lc.e and -6-tipend'. 

4 - Receiver ' s  Accounts , Roll 38 .  

5 - Append ix IV , ' Chctp;teJL 1 5 '  . 
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and playing the instruments (if these be  supplied at the church's expense) 

in skilfully wrought music. " The cathedral must indeed have provided the 

instruments as in 1629-30, 6s was paid to "Mr. Gibbs [Master of the Choristers]  

for mending two viols. 1 1
6 Instrumental tuition prior to the 1620's probably 

went no further than the Master "studiously . .... teaching these boys to 

play the organs in his own time.1 1
7 

The Master's task was further complicated by having to give the boys a 

sound general education "in letters and in Scripture". 8 The · j ob was no sine -­

cure, another illustration of which is the "wish" in James' statutes, though 

it was an old tradition, that he should "look after the health of the Chori­

sters and that they live on whatever place he dwells .'' For this hospitality 

the Master was given the Choristers' stipends, besides his own. With this 

money he had to bed, board and feed them as well as no doubt paying for 

servant he lp. James, in his statutes, envisaged the refounding of the mini-

ster's Common Hall where all of the choir would eat. 9 This never took place, 

and at least from 1574 when the Hall disbanded, 10 all Masters bur-was were 

dened with feeding the boys� The Jacobean statutes do , however , offer the 

Master an escape clause where his hospitality could be given only to "the 

four who are most fitted to serve in the choir'' (i. e .  the four senior boys) . 

Th • h d f 1 R • ll d • d • b t • 1 Ch t 1s appene a ·ter t 1e estorat1on, an J U  g 1ng y an en ry J.n t 1e  ,ap er 

minute books before it as well : 

"It was agreed that George Langley, one of the Choristers of 

this church, shall have allowed unto him yearly £6 13s 4d to 

6 - Trea surer' s Accounts ,  Roll 69. 

7 - from Henry VIII's  Statutes. 

8 - from James I's Statutes. 

� - see ' Chap.:te.JL 1 8 '  ; al so Chapter 

10 - see 'An hwnb.te, mcuune,6 -tilion 0 6  ;the · B/.o hop a nd Ve.an 0 6  ,"1011.w,i,e,{L in.:t.o 
:the. pww.c.u.laJL .o ugge..ouon.o 0 6  :the, P11.e,ben.cla.Jue..6 0 /l the. uud Chu11.c.h. 
un..:to :the. LOJLd -the. Rc.6 eJLe.e. ' in Libv1 �U...6 c.e..ttcrne..o,'LLtn l Vo.t. 4 ( Dean 
and Chapter depo sit , N. N. P . R. O. ). 

11 - see A. H. Mann., ' NoriwJ...c.h Ca;th.e...d,'l.a.1 MM.{.C,tCll1-6 Vo.f . 3 '  ( Mann Ms 6 ,  M s  1+32 , 
Tl310 L834 3 :  N. N. P . R.O . ) �  p . 3 5 John Morrant , p. 36  Robert Morrant, 
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be paid unto the Master of the Children for the diet of 

the said George, until it fall unto him in course to be 

one of the four senior Choristers that are in diet.1 1
12  

The choristers ' stipends were not increased through the whole period 

so after the alarming economic inflation of Elizabeth 's time, 1 7th century 

Masters must have found great difficulty in keeping the boys on the basic 

£26 13s 4d he received. In the 1620's an extra £4 is added to this fee 

and this is explained in 1634-5 as "for educating the choir. 1 1
1 3  In fact 

the cathedral authorities seem to have recognised the financial burden on 

the Master and in the 1620 ' s  regular payments of 100s start for 8 new 

"togas" (i.e. cassocks) for the choristers each year.14 Also at the same 

• f • h 1 15 
time an allocation o grain to t_ e Master appears in t 1e accounts. 

On top of all these duties the Master had to find the boys to sing in 

the choir as decreed by the 1605 Orders : 

"if any child be past service of the church or unserviceab le , 

upon 3 months warning given to the Master by th e Dean . . . . .  

the Master shall remove him and get another to be placed by 

the Dean 1 b d •  • b • h d " 16 or e se y iscretion to e pum_s _e . 

Where he got them from or how they were brought to his attention (perhaps he 

travelled around as did the Master at the Chapel Royal) is a mystery at 

least for the time being. Table III lists the Masters of this .period : 

11 - (continued ) p . 1 19 Thomas Pleasance , p . 2 9 3  John Wilson - the cathed�al 
gave their mothers money for their sustenance, i . e . Master only 
boar:-ded 4 boys . 

12  - Re.v . J .  F .  W--Llu.amti and B .  Co ze.vv� -Hclfldy, ' Ewctd.J:i 61wm ,the. :tv-10 e.Lvli..iv.:,,t 
,\u,nuxe. B00 /0:S O Q ,the. Ve.cm and Chap-tVL . . . . .  1 1  ( Norfolk Record Society, 
1953 ) ,  p . 6 2 6th December 16 25 : an entry �lso in Treasurer ' s . Accounts 
Roll 6 2 . 

1 3 - Treasurer ' s  Account s, Roll 75 . 

14 - e . g .  Treas urer ' s  A c count s , Ro ll 56 : the E l i zabethan statute ' 0 6 the. 
Choll,0�-t:Vl..6 ' mentions a payment " for• h is  livery yearly at Chri stmas 
13s  1+d" but no payments occur in the accounts, thou B;h the cathedr•a1 
must have given them livery fairly regu larly . 

15 - e . g .  Receiver ' s  A ccounts ,  Roll 5Lf , £4 7s worth and Receiver ' s  Accounts, 
Roll 55 £ 5  18s  8d . 

16  - Appendix I I I , 0JLdVL 1 1 .  
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Table III 

Edmund Inglott 1560 - 158 3 

Thomas Morley 1583 - 1587 

William Inglott 158 7 - 1591 

Richard Carlton 1591-1605 

Thomas Askew 1605-1617 

George Saunders 161 7- 1629 

Richard Gibbs 1 629-1649 

During the reign of Elizabeth I the cathedral authorities had a curious 

(and illegal) policy of granting 'patents in reversion ' for the Master of 

the Choristers post. The Elizabethan statutes forbade this : 

"it shall not be lawful for the said Dean and Chapter to 

grant any advowson of the said Rooms or patent in reversion 

of any of the said Offices , to any person or in any respect , 

b f h b 1 . d I l l 7 e ore t e same e present y vo1 . 

Whilst Edmund Inglott was Master , patents in reversion were granted to 

Thomas Tusser (1564) , Thomas Dalyce (1565) , Thomas Morley (1 5 74) , William 

Inglott ( 1579) . Only Morley and Inglott of course took up the post, but 

18 Morley when granted the patent was only 1 7  years old, so the cathedral 

was ensuring its musical future by back at an early age a person of great 

promise (and perhaps already of some attainment . )  Inglott was 25 when he 

received his patent. Lionel and Hamont Claxton were also granted a pat ent 

(but not one in reversion) for the Master 's post in 158 0 19 but it is certain 

they never took it up as Edmund Inglott continued till 1583, and their names 

never appear in the accounts. 

1 7  - Statute ' O (i the e.,,te.c.tio n o {i  pe.,,Uy-c.c<no M ,  .6.i.nging -rnen, c.hoJ[,u.,;tvu., and 
othu_ o 6 {i,i,_c_e,Ji/2 ' ( B .  M .  Stowe Ms 12 B )  . 

18  - some motets of Thomas Morley survive in the Bodleian Li.brary with the 
ins cript ion " ThomcvS Mohf ey ae.-ta;f,:i/2 uw.e. 1 9  cmno don:in)., 1 5 76 " : see 
also Wc1;tk.b1/2 Shaw, ' Thoma/2 Manley o(i  No11w;,_e,h ' ( Mu s ical Times Vol . 106 ) 
p . 6 6 9 - 7 3 . 

19 - Williams and Cozens-Hardy op . c i t . p . 3 3 ; 2 3rd July 1580 . 
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Both Henry 's and James ' statutes  decree that the choristers must be 

"boys of tender age and tuneful voices, skilled in singing. 1 1
20 

Elizabeth ' s  

statutes, though, place the conditions that the boys should  be ' 'poor men 's 

children of the city of Nonvich, or the country thereabout, or other poor 

men 1 s children being more meet, which can sing their plainsong b efore their 

d . . I I  
2 1  a mission. "Poor men 's children" is a relative phrase, as no child of 

the common working man would be literate in plainsong. The statute is made 

clear by one of Bishop Parkhurst 's Inj unctions of 1570 ; 

"Item that the choristers and other scholars, be poor men 's 

Children and such as have most need and not inheritors or 

rich men 's sons." 2 2  

This inj unction, which was actually instituted unlike the uncertainty of 

the statutes, was probably not against the sons of wealthy craftsmen of the 

rising merchant middle-class .  The reference to " inheritors" pos sibly was 

an attempt to stop cathedral staff getting their sons into the choir , which 

was an easy way of gaining them an education at no cost to themselves. In 

1568 at the time of the Royal Commission which led to Inj unctions Edmund 

Inglott Master of the Choristers had both his sons (Edmund and William) in 

h h . 2 3 t e c oir . 

Their education in the cathedral has been covered above but it is only 

the Elizabethan statutes that cover their further education ; 

"after any of the choristers have served in the room of a 

chorister till his voice be changed or by the space of five 

years then be or they whose voice is changed or time expired 

20 - Appendix I, ' Ctwpte.JL 2 5 '  ; Appendix IV, ' Chap:t:e.lL 1 5 ' . 

21 - Appendix I I, ' 0  6 the. ChotU/2 tvz.,� ' . 

2 2  - Eastern Count ies Collectanea , 1872-3 .  p.18-7. 

2 3  - U.bevr. Mu.i c. ei.lanc!.oJwm I ( Dean and Chapter depos it : N . N . P . R. O . ) 
' Cmmn-i/2 ,�;,on o(i  ;the. Que.e.n dbce.c.te.d cd .the. Ca:the.cf;•w,l 1 56 8 ' : see list 
of officers and members. 
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shall be placed in the common granunar school within the city 

of Norwich for the space of other five years , yet so that 

every one of them shall serve in the choir of the said 

cathedral church , every Morning and Evening Prayer on Sundays 

and holy days as before when they were choristers and every 

one of them shall receive like stipend and livery , as when 

they were choristers.1 1
2 4  

There is no proof either way whether the chorister only served 5 year but 

continued to serve whilst at Grammar School with the same stipend. Certainly 

there are no entries in the accounts to support it . 

The Common Grammar School , mentioned in the above quote , was supported 

for a time at least by the cathedral and payments to Henry Bird , Master of 

the Grammar School , are paid up to his death in 1583. 2 5  The Royal Commissior{ 

of 1 568 sheds further light on this. In his reply to the 4 th query of the 

Commission dealing with the education of the boys , George Gardiner prebendary , 

and future dean replied : 

' 'there is no Grammar School at all within their house [i. e. the 

cathedral] saving that . . . . .  they allow 20  marks by year to one 

Mr. Byrd who teacheth a Grammar School in the city , and receiveth 

such scholars as they send him .. ... but none of them hath been 

received for money . . . .. It is reported that they have foundations 

for 20 scholars but . . . . . they lack revenues to sustain them . . . . . 

[and also] there is a Master of their Choristers but that the 

Choristers are very evil reared 

The statute concerning the scholars quoted above is obviously meant to remedy 

this situation but , as the validity of the Elizabethan statutes is open to 

24 - Appendix I I  ' 0 6  .the. 1.:, c.ho,C,cui..,\ al the GJtammo.JL Sc.�h.oo-l ' .  

2 5  - Rec eiver' s Accounts , Ro ll 32. 

2 6  - Ub<?.Jl.. AU,,o c.e.llaneofcwn I , ( Dean and Chapter depo si t ; N. N. P.R. O . ) 
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some  qu es t ion, thi s l e s s  than satisfactory s i tuati on may h ave continued. 

What happened aft er Byrd ' s  deat l1 in 158 3 i s  open to  further que stions. It 

m ay b e  that in th e conf lict betw een th e c ity  and th e cath edr a l  ov er th e 

right s to  u se of th e Carnary bui ldi ng s  (ju st by th e Cathedral ' s west door) 

in th e sam e  yea r  of 1583, wh en th e city run Fr ee Grammar Sch ool  temp orar i ly 

m oved t o  th e B lack Friar ' s  bui ld ing s in th e city, th e tw o schools  j oined 

t og ether und er th e auspic es  of it s City . 27 

E lizab eth I' s statut es also make th e pr ovi s i on f or " six scholar s  [t o  

b e ]  f ound at th e Univer sity o f  Cambridg e which sh al l b e  ch o s en from th e 

c ommon grammar sch ool  in Norwich, o f  such scho lar s as w er e  ch ori st er s b efor e 

in the said church. 1 1 2 8  
Th ere  ar e sever a l  entri es in the Chapt er Mi nute Books 

and th e acc ount s and a l s o  som e  manu scr ipt s  giving li st s of sch o lar s sp onsoTed 

by th e cath edra l at Cambridge,
29 

th ough wh ether th ese  ar e ex-chori st ers or 

sch o l ar ship s d onat ed by the c ath edr al  to  th e grammar sch o o l  i s  debatab l e. 

2 7  - for a fur ther 'discussi on of the history of e ducation in Norwic h in 
thi s period see /-/ .  (l,I .  Saunde.11.,.5, 'A H.{,tdofl.y o 6 No/LJJJic.h GM111ma.11.. Sc.hool ' , 
( Norwich , 1932 ) , p . 101  onwar ds. 

2 8 - Appendi x I I  , ' 0 6 .the J.ilx ,6 c.holaM a:t Camb11.idg e. '  . 

29 - 'Re.xwuu 06 .the. -!-, c.hotw'v.5 clt Cambfl..,i.,dge.' ( Dean an d Chapte r · deposit, N . N . P . R . ( 1 
- r eturns various ly scattered between 15 8 2-16 80 from Gorville an d 
Ca ius , and Tr inity Colleges . 
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CHAPTER 10 

The Organist 

As noted in the previous chapter the duty of playing the organ was 

linked to the Master of the Choristers post till 1591 . The Master needed 

only "to play on the organs when and as often as it shall be thought con­

venient by the chanter . 1 1
1 The separation of the two posts after 1591 is 

ratified in James I 's statutes by a separate section for the post ; 

"the Organist should certainly be a man of honourable 

reputation and good character, skilled in playing the 

organs and in descant , who shall give the correct note 

to the Choir as they are about to sing the hymns and 

shall accompany with the same when the hymns shall permit 

and shall praise God daily only with solemn melodies. 1 1
2 

Table IV gives a list of the organists : 

Table IV 

Edmund Inglott 1560 - 1583 

Thomas Morley 1583- 1587 

William Inglott 1587-159 1 

Henry Baker 159 1- 1594 

William Cobbold 1594 - 1611 ( ? )  

William Inglott 1611 (?) - 1621 

Richard Gibbs 1621- 1649 

It would seem from the passages quoted above that the early 17th 

Century organist would have played more than his Elizabethan counterpart. 

Indeed the increase in the organist's role may have led to the separation 

of the organist ' s  post from the duties of the Master in 159 1 . Equa lly it 

may have been that Richard Carlton , Master appointed in 1 59 1 , was not s killed 

l - E li zabe t h  I 's St atut es, Appendi x I I, '06 .the . .o c.fwoR.rna,� ,tvi, lu..6 of 6ic.e. 
and ,:itipe.nd' . 

2 Appendix IV , ' Cha. ptv1. 1 5 ' . 
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on the organ. It is unlikely, however, that the cathedral would have spent 

such a huge amount on an organ between 16 07-10 3 and increased the organist ' s  

stipend to £204 unless it was to play a particularly important part in the 

services . It can be seen , however, from the following quote that the organ­

ist did not sit at his instrument through the service and it seems did not 

play for some little time into it; 

"We wish that the organist do wear a surplice and be present 

in the choir at the celebration of prayers until it is time 

5 for him to go to the Organ. " 

As with the rest of the choir the organist was allowed a substitute 

"except only the organist is able to acquire another [ from outside] who shall 

fill his place when he is absent as well as his substitute . 1 1
6 Unfortunately 

there seems to be no reference in any sources to an outsider substituting 

but , in any case, it must have been exceptionally rare for this to happen . 

When necessary an adequate substitute from the choir was probab ly readily 

available . Throughout William Inglott's tenancy of the post, William Cobbold, 

the organist before Inglott, was a singing-man in the choiT . Although only 

Inglott 's name appears in the accounts, the roll of members at the cathedral 

at the reading of the new statutes in 1620  curiously lists both Cobbold and 

Inglott as organists, with Cobbold' s name first . 7 Other substi tut ES may not 

have been of such high calibre as Cobbold . In 1639 Richard Gibbs , the 

organist, was admonished for leaving "an unfit man" as substitute, causing 

"great confusion in the choir. " This man Peter Sandley, a singing-man, was 

3 - s e e  Chapter 5 .  

4 - s e e  Chapter 3 .  

5 - James I ' s  S tatute s ,  App endix I V , ' ChrlplVL 1 4 ' . 

6 - ib id .  

7 - Re.v . .J . F .  Wituam,� and B .  Co z e.n/2 - HaJuiy , ' E x;tJtac.u 6tum1 .the Two 
EMLi..v.i:t Minute. Bo o lz.6 o 6 -t/ie_ Deem and Clr np.t<?JL ' ,  ( Norfolk Record 
So c iety , Vol . 2 4 ,  1953 ) p . 5 5 .  
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admon ish ed 1 'upon h is fault of d i st emp er in dr ink. 1 1
8 

Richard Gibbs was the 

la s t  organ ist b efore th e Restorat ion. He  became redundant , thou gh , in 1 64 3  

wh en th e Pur itan mob sacked th e cath edra l and destroy ed th e org an . B ishop 

Ha l l  could on ly lam ent th e 1 1toot ing  and p ip ing upon th e destroy ed organ pip es : •
9 

Indeed only two y ears pr ev ious th e who l e  cath edral staff had turned o ut to 

fo i l  a thr eat en ed atta ck by "Appr ent ices 1 1  of th e city to pu l l  th e organ 

down . 10 

8 - ibid . p . 7 6 .  

9 - longer quote by Bishop Hall on the sacking of the cathedral in 
Rr.v . A .  Je,,s1.i o pp, ' No,'WJic.h ' ( D iocesan Historie s ; London , 1884 ) p . 19 8 . 
see a lso  Par·t I .  

10 - see the pamphlet ' TILLte. Newv, 61wm No!Lwic.h ' written by a Puri tan in 
1641 , reprinted in Norfolk Antiquary Miscellany 2 1 8 8 3  p . 3 8 3 - 90 . 
see also Part I .  
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CHAPTER 1 1  

The Precentor and Sacrist 

The Precentor (or Chanter), who was always a petty-canon , was the head 

of the choir. His duties never varied through this period and are neatly 

described in James' statutes ; 

"His office shall be to guide with decency the singing of 

the psalms in the church to rouse those that are negligent 

in singing to rebuke quietly those who make a disturbance 

and [those who] run about disorderly in the choir, and 

final ly to give a vocal lead to the others, just as if he 

were their guide, so that no discord should arise during 

the singing. Furthermore he shall truly note, without any 

deceit or malice, the absentees from Divine Service both of 

the Dean and the Prebendaries and of all those who are 

ministery in the choir. He shall faithfully report these 

absences weekly every Saturday Moreover he shall make 

sure the books assigned to the choir are well looked after 

and preserved by the vergers or otherwise. 1 1
1 

It is obvious he , not the Master of the Choristers, directed the music 

in the services, and according to Henry VIII  chose it also : 

"Whatever he shall have prescribed to read or sing, they 

must obey readily. 1 1
2 

Therefore, the Precentor had a great influence over the music in the cathe­

dral. It must be presumed that his attitudes and beliefs likewise played a 

great part in how the music was performed and how elaborate it was. 

Unfortunately l ittle is known of the �recentors in this period, indeed only  

one name , that of Jermyn Gardiner (1582-3) , survives before the 1620 ' s  who 

l - Append i x  I V ,  ' Chap:tvi 34 ' .  

2 - Appendix I ,  'Clwp:teA 2 3 1 
• 
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\vas known to be a precentor. The arduousness of the Precentor ' s job was 

great and his consequent remuneration has been dealt with previously. 3 

The Sacrist, a lthough a petty-canon and a member of the choir, had 

little  to do with music but dealt  with matters re lating to the ceremony of 

the service ;  

"he shall have care of the sacred tab l e  o f  the temple, of 

the vessels, books, vestments , and other ornaments. 1 1
4 

3 - See Chapter 3 .  

4 - James I ' s  Statutes , Appendix IV , ' Chap.teA 35 ' : these statutes a lso 
make the provision for the Gospeller to b e  chosen Sacrist but 
jud ging from the accounts this ne�er happened . 



j 

j 

72 

CHAPTER. 1 2  

Careers I :  

"Fame and Fortune " 

For the major ity o f  the men �10 sang in the cho ir at Norwich it is 

impo ss ible to speculate about wh ere they came from be fore adm i s s ion or where 

they went on the ir dep arture . Only exh aust ive future re searche s o f  Norw ich 

c athedr al, p ar i sh and c ity record s and further stud ie s  o f  other cathedral 

cho irs w ill le ad to a fuller p icture of l abour movement. Yet even from the 

informat ion th at is  known (l argely due to the rese a.rch o f  Dr . Al an Smith) , 

Norw ich seems to have h ad in the ranks o f  the cho ir dur ing th is  period 

m us ic i an s  o f  some rep utat ion and some well travelled men . 

In a per iod when music i an s  o f  out st anding t alert: were dr awn to London 

where the attr act ion o f  the Chapel Royal and the Court lay and where , in any 

c ase , there were r ich p icking s ,  th ere would be few well known mu sic ian s in 

the prov inces. During th is per iod , however, Norwich could show 

several music i an s  o f  varying loc al and n at ional rep ut at ion . 

In O sbert Parsley , Norw ich had a m an o f  cons iderable loc al fame and 

some n at ional reputat ion . He w as home gro\'m t alent who h ad some connec tion 

1 w ith the mon astery be fore it w as re founded into the c athedral i}1 1538 , but 

became a sing ing -man after the Re format ion and remained in that po s i tion 

t ill h is death at the age o f  74 in 1585 . Parsley ' s  national r ep ut at ion was  

probably only sl ight and "may h ave been largely posthumous , for the only work 

of his pr inted wa s a 3 p ar t  canon (25 bar s  long) in Thomas Morley ' s, ' Pfa,,{.n 

and Ea.,) y I vww du.c..tion :to PJwc..tic.al MU,6,i_e, ' .  
2 

It has been conjectured, not 

w ithout some j ustific at ion know ing his  loc al pop ul ar it� that it w as h is 

Te. Ve.um sung be fore the Q ueen on her visit to Norw ich in 1578 .
3 

The extent 

l - see Chapter on Osbert Parsley in Rev .  N. BoJ.., :ton, 1 The Mti5ic.a..e. /-{,<.,,6 ,to,'1..!J 
06 Noh.Wic.h Cc(.,the.dJz.af ' ( Friends of Norwich Cathedral ; Norwich , 1% 3 )  
p . 30-4 . 

2 - modern ed it ion , edited by A .  Hcuurran ( London , 19 5 2 .) p . 17 8 . 

3 - Boston op . cit . p .  34 : see also J. Nic.hoL6 , ' Phogll.e,J..,1., e.,,) and Pub.t.i.c. 
PIW C.M-6,<..0 n!.i [Uc.. ] . . . . .  0 6  Qu.e.e.n Euzabe.th I '  (3 vols . London 182 3 )  
Vol . I I  p . 142 , which mentions that a Te Deum w as sung in the cathedral 
before the Queen . 
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of Parsley's local reputation is seen in the memorial in the cathedral, 

made originally just after his death, which is inscribed ; 

OSBERTO PARSLEY 

Mw.i ic.a e. S c.i e.nfu .6 -Uno 

Ei q ucmdam Co n.6 o c.ia.,t 

Mw.iiu p0.6UVc.un.:t. Anno 1 5 85  

Here lies the man whose name in spight of Death 

Renowned lives by Blast of Golden Flames : 

Whose Harmony survives his vital Breath, 

Whose Skill no Pride did spot, whose life no Blame , 

M1ose low estate was blessed with quiet Mind : 

As our sweet Cords with Discords mixed be : 

Whose life in Se.ve.n.:t.y and FoWt Years entwin'd, 

As falleth mellowed Apples from the Tree, 

Whose Deeds were Rules, whose Words were Verity : 

Who here a Singing-man did spend his Days, 

Full Fi6ty Years in our Church Melody 

His Memory shines bright whom thus we praise. 

William Inglott was -another member of the cathedral music staff who 

commanded great local respect and possibly some national regard . Son of 

Edmund Inglott (Master of the Choristers 1560 - 83) , he grew up as a singing­

boy in the cathedral and then held various posts culminating in his tenancy 

as Master of the Choristers. 4 After 159 1 he was not heard of again in 

Norwich till he took up the post of organist some time between 1609- 1 1. It 

seems that from 1 597 until his return to Norwich he was organist at Hereford 

5 
Cathedra 1. Inglott, perhaps, went to find fame and fortune elsewhere after 

4 - see Table of Musicians . 

5 - e.d. J. A. F .  Ma)iland and W. B .  SquitLe.., 'The fa.tzw-i.lliam VJAg,i.na,l 1300 /2. ' 
(Dover � New York , 1963) p. x .  
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1591 but the prospect of a good salary and a new organ were probab ly deci ­

ding factors in tempting him back. Inglott must have gained something of 

a reputation outside Norwich and some of his compositions must have cir­

culated in the social society of the time as two pieces appear in the 

Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, 6 and in others in "Forster's Col lection. 1 1
7 

A 

memorial to him also survives (just ! )  in the cathedral : 

Here William Inglott, Organist doth rest 

Whose Atd in music this Cathedral blest : 

For Descant most for Voluntary all 

He past : an Organ, Song and Virginal !. 

He left this l ife at Age of si xty-seven 

And now 'mongst Angells all sings Saint in Heaven. 

His name fl ies far, his name shal l never Die 

See W and Age here crown his memorie 

Will 1am Cobbold, organist and later singing-man in the cathedral, had , 

perhaps , the greatest reputation outside Norwich of these indigenous 

musicians who served their cathedral faithfully for most of their l ife . A 

madrigal of his appears in Morley's 'The Triumph's of Oriana ' (1601)  and 

severalhar monisations of his appear in Thomas East's Psalter ( i592) which 

had harmonisations of the traditional psalm tunes by a collection of composers 

and was so popular that it had to be reprinted in 1594 and 1604. Cobbold 

who was the son of a goldsmith of Norwich was also a man of property as he 

sold much of it to Richard Gibbs (Master of the Choristers and organist)  

for £ 320 in 1635. 8 A gravestone in the parish church at  Beccles where 

6 - ibi d .  No s . CCL and CCLI (Vol . 2) .  

7 - Boston op. cit . p . 69. 

8 - A . H .  Ma.nn, 'NoJLJJJ,i_c.h Ca:thedll.al MuJ.i,i_uan/2 VoL 2 '  ( N .  N. P. R. o. Mann Ms 5 ,  
Ms 4 30 Tl310 L8342)  p . 131 . 
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Cobbold and his wife retired in 1638 is inscribed; 

The body rest here 

But the soul above 

Sing heavenly anthems 

Made of peace and love. 9 

Richard Carlton (Master of the Choristers 1591-1605) also appears in 

Morley's 'Triumphs of Oriana' and it is possible that the Service in five 

parts by one "Carlton" advertised by Thomas East the printer (also published 

10 the Triumph's of Oriana) in a list of his publications is a service by him. 

To a greater extent, except for Inglott, all these composers owe their 

reputation outside of Norwich, however slight, to Thomas Morley. Morley was 

undoubtedly a native of Norwich (it was a common local surname) , he was 

granted a patent in reversion of the Master of the Choristers post when he 

11 was only 1 7  in 1574, and took it up from 1583 - 7. Of his early li fe ,  before 

he became Master at Norwich, nothing can be said with any certainty . He may 

have been a singing-boy at the cathedral but he does not appear in the list 

of choir personnel in the 1568 Royal Commission to the cathedral, when he 

would have been 1 1  years old. In the realms of pure speculation, he may 

have been a singing-boy at Norwich and then commissioned as a singing-boy 

to St. Paul's in London or one of the Royal Peculiars (his links with William 

Byrd might suggest the Chapel Royal) . Norwich cathedral may have jumped in 

quickly to secure the services of a talented and developing musician who 

would benefit the cathedral knowing the attraction of being near his family 

would be added incentive for him to return to Norwich. What is known about 

him is Catholic sympathies, most likely acquired from Byrd in the 1570's . 

This may have caused him to leave a Puritan Norwich, and return to London 

9 ibid. p .3 2 . 

10 -
(Royal Mus i cal Association Research Chron i cle  No. 5,  19 6 5 ) . 

11 - W. Shaw, ' Thome<,� MoflJ!.e.y 06 NoJLJ.,uic.h ' ( Mus ical Times Vol. 106 )  p. 6 69-7:3. 
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wh ere h e  joined the  ch oir of  St . Paul 's  ca thedral in 1 5 8 7 , and \vh ere he 

b ecame organ i s t. Subs equen t l y  h e  entered the Chapel Royal in 1592. 12 

As a p ersonal i ty M orl ey may not hav e been the mos t pl easant of charac ­

ters . H is early you thfu l  ideal ism assoc ia ted with h is Cathol icism turned 

la ter in to an av id materialism and a b etraya l  of h is Ca tholic f aith to th e 

ext en t  of being a pol itical ag en t fo r  the gov ernmen t; 

"There is on e Morl ey that  playeth th e organs a t  Paul ' s  tha t  

was with me in my hous e. He s eemed h ere to be a good Cathol ic 

and reconc i l ed ,  but no tw ithstand ing susp ecting h is b ehav iour 

I in terc epted l etters tha t Mr . Nowell wrote  to h im ,  whereby I 

discov ered enou gh to hav e hang ed him . Nev erthel ess h e  showing 

with tears grea t  rep entanc e and asking on h is kn ees fo rg iv en ess 

I was conten t  to l e t  h im go . I h ea r  sinc e h is coming th ither ,  

h e  has played the promo ter an d apprehendeth Catho l ics. 1 1
1 3  

Also on h is admittanc e to the Chapel Royal his amb i tious s elf -s eeking prob­

ably led  to the Chape l memoers meeting, only a few months af ter Mor l ey ' s  

en try , to promis e no t to canvas th e Lord Chamberla in fo r  p erson al a dvanc e ­

men t. 14 
Y e t  he  d i d  bring the mu si::of th e Norwich mus ic ians , h e  kn ew wh en h e  

was young er, i n  h is o wn publ ications and with Thomas East th e printer . 

Of thos e whom it  is known s erv ed els ewh ere , l ittle '  more informa t ion can 

b e  g iven than tha t shown in the T abl e o f  Mus ic ians a t  th e Cath edral. Only 

1 d d • 1 
15 

h d Jo m Amery es erv es furth er men tion . As no te  prev ious y e rec e iv e a 

s ta tus s t ip end as well as being awa rded augmen tations on s ev eral occas ions 

for h is dil ig enc e  in the cho ir, al though h e  was no t of compl etely blamel ess 

12 - A. SmLth, ' Th e. Gu1,,t£.e.me. n and Ch-Ltdr..e.n 0 6  ,the. Chapel, Royal 06  Elizabe;th I :  
an anno,ta-tc.d Re,g-i.1.iJ.e./1. 1 ( R " M . A .  Research Chron icle , No . 5 ,  19 6 5 ) .  

13 - V. Sc..o:U, ' The. Mu/�-tc.. o 6 St Pau.1., '  .6 Caxhe.cl'Lai, ' , ( London ; Stainer and Bell ; 
19 '1 2 )  p . l Lf . 

14 - V. BJr.own, ' The. S,tyfr_1:, and Ch!Lonotogy 0 6  Thomc1,,j Mo'1J,e.y '.6 Mo:tw ' ,  
( Mus ic  and Lett ,?rs , Vol . 41 ,  1950 ) p . 2 8 .  

15 - see Chapters 3 and 4 .  
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character as is seen in the minutes of this court case : 

"This day Robert Thacker , Peter Spratt , John Manning , 

James Wilson, and Richard Graves the Waits of this City 

and Thomas Morley Master of the Children of Christchurch 

came before Mr . Thomas Gleave Mayor of this City , Mr. 

Robert Suchling and Mr. Thomas Sayer Justices of the 

Peace within the same city and made complaint against 

16  
Robert Ambry, a singing-man in Christchurch , for an ' 

abuse in that Ambry meeting with them against Gyrdler's 

house yesternight as they came [from] Mr. Chancellor's 

house, fell at debate with them calling them fiddling 

and piping knaves,  and being reproved for playing at 

unlawful games , said he would play though the Dean and 

whoever else said nay; and further he did strike Morley 

on the face and drew his dagger also at him. And because 

of this abuse and many other abuses offered to them at 

other times , at their request it is ordered that he, said 

Ambry, shall be committed to prison until he find sureties 

for his good behaviour. 1 1 1 7  

A hint, perhaps, of some tension within the choir. Morley was granted 1 0s 

18 towards the cost of this suit by the cathedral, but it is unknown how 

long Amery lingered in jail. Whether the rancour generated by this incident 

continued when Amery joined the Chapel Royal in 1595 would be interesting to 

know. Unlike other gentlemen of the Chapel Royal , however, Amery did retuTn 

and sing in his old cathedTal. Gentlemen of the Chapel were supposed to 

16 - t h at t hi s  i s  Jo hn Amery i s  conf irmed by t h e  accoun ts - see foo tno te 17 
for reference : t h e  scribe aJ.so go t one of t h e  waits ' names wron g 
i . e .  An thony Wilson (no t  James ) - Wilson was also a sin g ing-man 
in t h e  cat h edral. 

17 - G . A. S,tephe.n., ' Th.e Wcu;t/2 on :the CUI} O t)  IJ01twic.h ;tfuwugh t)OUIL Cen:t:u.t1./ .. e .. 6 
:to 1 79 0 ' ( Norfo J.k Archaeo lo gy , Vol .25 , 1933 ) p . 29 - t h e  entry appears 
in the Se./!i ,:iion/2 fli.nLde boo (?. No. 5 dated 2 5th S eptember 15 83. 

18 - Rec ei v er ' s  Acco un ts , Roll  33 , 1 5 8 3 -4 . 
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remain members of the ca th edral from wh ich they wer e insti tuted and s t:i. 1 1  

r ec e ive their income from th at p lace . E l i zabeth ac tive ly enc our ag ed th is 

ide a and demon strated th is by cal l ing on Linc o ln cathedr a l  to r es tar t p ay­

men ts to Wi l liam Byrd in 1572 after they h ad stopped them as Byrd had not 

ful fi l led any func ti ons there since 1570, and also  s tern ly wri t ing to the 

Ch ap ter at Exe ter ca thedr a l  after they h ad d isp ossessed one W i l liam Randal l 

19  
of  his pe tty -c an onsh ip when he went to the Chape l Royal. There is n o  

rec ord in the acc ounts of Amery regular ly r ece iv ing a s tipend even though 

he w as not  there and the reg ular number o f  s ing ing -men ap pear e ach year. 

Amery , h owever , did return according to  the accoun ts from June 1 601 to  July 

or August 1602 and June 1 605 to Sep tember 1606. 20 

19 - A. Smdh., 'The PILaclic.e_ on Mtu.iic.. in Eng w h  CatheciJLCl-Ll and ChuJLc..hv.i 
and a;t the, Cowc:t, du.Jung ,the, 1uug n o {i  E.li.zabe,,th I '  (Ph . D .  Thesi s ,  
University o f  B irmingham , 1967)  p . 7 6. 

20 - see  Rec ei ver's Ac cou nts , Ro lls 4 3 , 44 , 4 7  arid 48  respect ively . 
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CHAPTER 13 

Careers II : 

"Daily Bread" 

The economic situation in the latter half of the 16th Century can at 

best be only described as dire . A disorganised food market, widespread 

unemployment, poverty and its attendant criminal challenge ; aggravated by 

agrarian and industrial change, together with galloping inflation (price 

rises as much as five fold) were �onstant social and economic matters of 

the time . The main objective of Elizabeth ' s  reign - to preserve order in 

the country, to defend the realm against foreign enemies, to raise enough 

money to ensure England adequate ly protected and administered - were largely 

dictated by attitudes and events in Europe. The welfare of the people , 

although genuinely important to the government, was secondary to national 

security . In  the unstable economic climate of Elizabeth I ' s reign, the 

cathedral churches of the realm were always in a precarious financial 

position , willing often to renew leases on their lands for very long periods 

in order to gain the immediate relief of a slightly higher rent . Fortunate ly 

a Privy Council Inj unction of 1575 stopped this potentially disastrous policy . 

This poor economic climate was due to the depression following the col ­

lapse in the early 1550 ' s  of the boom associated with the growth of the cloth 

trade with the Low Countries . This hit Norwich in particular and not till 

the 1570 's did the city start to pick itself up. Even then it was only due 

to the industry of ' strangers ' exiled from the Lowland countries. In  1565 

about 300 Dutch and Walloon refugees, having escaped from the tyranny of 

the Catholic Duke of Alva ,  were granted permission to settle in Norwich and 

set up their own churches . 1 Their weavers and dyers re-enlivened the cloth 

trade , their brewers brought entertainment , but their hard work and talent 

for trade caused res entment and jealousy not 011 ly amongst some local people 

1 - W .  J . C .  Moen '.> ,  ' Thi?., Wa.Le.oon/2 and :th.WL ChuJ[c.h. at NoAf{)ic.h. 1 56 5 - 1 8  3 2 ' 
( Publi ca t ion of t he Hu guenot Soc iety of Lo ndo n , Vo l .  I ,  1 887- 8 )  
p .  2 1 . 
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but also from other cities . L  In 1570 and 1571  when oppos ition to the 

'strangers' was particularly preval ent from local people, the Privy Cotmcil 

had to remind the city authorities of the economic good they were �oing the 

city by occupying houses once vacant, employing an increasing number of 

people , and the supply of provision "all which benefitted the c ity and 

nation . 1 1

3 

In 1570 there were more than 2, 000 beggars in Norwich ,  many were 

idle vagabonds but there were many who were genuinely unemployed .  As now, 

resentment centred on the foreigner who had the work and it needed an extrem­

ely comprehensive system of poor relief to alleviated the situation and get 

4 rid of the disorderly vagrants. By 1583, however , the citizens of Norwich 

were convinced that the 'strangers ' conferred a great advantage on the city 

5 and viewed with disfavour anyone who troubled them . 

By the turn of the century it has been estimated that the population of,  

Norwich had grown to 30, 000 and probably the second city in  the land . 6 
It 

was probably at its most prosperous then . Indeed the economic prosperity 

of the city seems to follow the kind of curve described in Chapter 5 con­

cerning the expenditure of the cathedral and the activity of the Puritans . 

It was in this climate of harsh economic uncertainty coupled with the 

more personal dangers of drought ( 1593) , near famine (1594 - 8, 1630) and 

plague (1578, 1588 - 9 0, 1602, 1608, 16 15, 1625 , 1630-1, 1636 amongst others) 

that the cathedral petty-canon and singing-man at Norwich had to survive . 

Throughout the whole of this period the average petty-canon's and singing-

' .  d d d • 1
7 

man s stJ pen stoo at £ 10 an £8  respective y .  I f  it was not an inade-

quate stipend in 1560 it was certainly by only 1600. Indeed their wage put 

them firmly in the labouring class of common people, below the average wage 

8 for a sk illed worker. For both a petty-canon and singing-man in the country 

as a whole it was necessary for them to have a second j ob or pos ition to live 

2 - ibid .  p. 6 2 :  ot her trades they brou gh t  were bak ing , gardening, farmin g. 

3 - ib id. p. 2 8. 

Lf - A. G .  R. Sm,L,th, ' The. Govvr.nmen,t 06 E,fj_zabe,than Engta..nd ' ( Foundat ions of 
Modern H i story ; E. Arnold ; London , 1967) p. 76 . 

5 Moens 9p . c�_!. p .  1 + 5 . 

R M .  A1-. l1JJ /J 11 .  ' Fr1ni' o 11 rf A V1  ftw 1 7,th C/J 11.f.11Jw ' ( � P n rn 1 i n _  T ,on clon . 7 q p, l ) n _ ·1 :=i .  
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comfortably. 

For the petty-canon all the three sets of statutes made provision for 

9 
them "to enjoy one [other] ecclesiastical benefice only . "  Presumably all 

petty-canons took up a parish though it would need an exhaustive search of 

city and country parish records to dig up all the names. This other bene ­

fice must have considerably augmented their cathedral stipend. Thomas 

Twaytes, petty-canon, earned £8 from his other benefice, Thorpe Episcopi 

Rectory, to which another £3 was added when the Union of St. Simon and St. 

10 Jude in Norwich was made to Thorpe. No doubt many would have served 

parishes in or just outside of Norwich - for example, Thomas Townely at St. 

Simon ' s  Norwich; Joseph Reding at St. Augustine ' s  Norwich ; Thomas Robinson 

at St. Swithune Norwich; William Fugill at Cattan church (2 miles from the 

cathedral) , Adam Barker at Plurnstead church (4 miles from the cathedral) . 11 , 

Al l sets of statutes set a limit on how far these parishes could be away from 

Norwich - Henry VIII, 24 miles ; Elizabeth I ,  1 0  miles ; James I ,  12 miles. 12  

Of the few parishes known that had a cathedral man incumbent only Richard 

Sadlington at Felmingharn and Thomas Yeowle at Pakefield and Kirkley had 

parishes any distance away from Norwich. 13 ' As the crow flies ' ,  Felmingham 

lay about 12 miles from the city and Pakefield over 20  miles. Although this 

does not exceed Henry ' s  limits it exceeds Elizabeth ' s. Sadlington ' s  journey 

was probably not too arduous, but Yeowle certainly had to bypass many areas 

of marshland near the coast before corning north to Norwich. There seems no 

7 - see Chapter 3. 

8 - Ashley op .c it .  p. 2 3. 

9 - Jame s I Statute s ,  Appendi x  IV 'ChapteJL 1 4  ' :. but �ee the Ar chJ;iishop of .•. 
Ca)1terbury_ '  s letter_ to th� Chapter in 1634 order ing n.ot to g1 ve vacant" 

J.O - ect . T. F. t:Sa.Jtton, 'l he. Re.g-Ui.:tlr..um Vagwn o{i Anthony Ha.Ju.J.:, on Pt . I '  • 
(Nor fo lk Re cor d So ciety Vo l. 3 ?., 1963 ) p . 108. 

11 - see Table of Music ian s. 

12  - see respe ct ively :  Appendix I , ' Chap.te.lL 2 2 ' ; Appendix II ,  ' O n .thw 
0 6 6,Lc.e. and du.t.y ' ;  Appendix I V , 'ChaptVL 1 4 '. 

13  - see Table o f  Mu sic ians. 

* benefice s  t o  the ir frien d s. 



way Yeowle could have served both places adequately. 

The history of the church for the inhabitants of the precinct has been 

discussed in Chapter 7. Undoubtedly petty-canon served as curate for the 

inhabitants though payments do not regularly appear in the accounts till 

159 1  when the chapel of St. Mary and John in the cathedral was used until 

some time between 1609 - 1 2  when St. Luke's chapel became the precinct 'church'. 

The curates were only paid 40s foi the duty . Indeed for a time the duty 

became another of the Master of the Choristers duties : Richard Carlton, 

Thomas Askew , and George Saunders all held the office whilst they were Master 

though George Saunders was to keep the task into the 1640's long af ter he 

had given the Master's post up. 

Nothing concerning second jobs for the singing-men appear in the Norwich 

statutes , but it is quite possible that all singing-men were expected to have­

other employment. An entry in the Chapter Act Book at Exeter Cathedral indi­

cates this as there the day began at 6. 00  a. m .  so that the "singing-men may 

14 
be at sundry hours well occupied before noon". The cathedral was not the 

total source of their daily bread. Little is known about the trades of the 

• • f h • • N • h 
15 maJ or1ty o t e s1ng1ng-men at orw1c . John Amery may have been an inn -

16 17 owner and Thomas Hook a barber, and as the Sowter family of Norwich seem 

all to have been apprenticed and skilled in worsted weaying, it is quite 

likely John Sowter was also in the profession as well as his singing-man's 

18  place. Some singing-men sought jobs in the cathedral to augment their 

14 - A .  Sm-Uh. , ' The, P11.ac.tic.e, 0 6  Mw.,,<'..c. e;tc.. ' (Ph. D. Thesi s; University o f  
Birmin gham, 19 6 7 ). 

15  - see Table o f  Musicians for what is known an d spec ulation as to what 
they mi ght have been. 

16 - A. H. Mann, ' NOILW-<-c.h Ca;th.e,dJc.al.. Mw.,/uano Vol. 1 '  (N. N. P. R. 0. Mann Ms4 ; 
Ms 4 30 Tl310 18 341) p. 7. 

17 - ibid. Val. I I  ( ... .. Mann Ms 5 ..... 18342 ) 
p. 190 - he says " Hoo ke of Nor wich bar ber had a patent granted him u.s 

a sin ging -man date d 11.th April 1 5 6 7 1 1
• As is often he gives no 

reference but his in formation likely come s fro m  the Chapter �iin utc 
Book. Unfortunately the full te xt from the man uscript  does no t 
mention Hoo k  bein g a barber. An en try, howe ver , for 11t h De ce mber 
1 6 3 8  m entions the surrenderin g  of  a lease of a house originally 
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incom e. Und er E l i zabeth ' s  statu tes thi s was un lawfu l :  

" i t  sha l l  no t b e  lawfu l for any of the said p er sons or 

any o ther to exerc ise  or en joy two of the said room s or 

off ic es. 1 1 19 

Nev erthe l es s  three m en (Thomas Askew , W i l l iam Brand , Thomas Hook) w er e  alm s ­

m en . These w ere suppo sed to b e  p aup er s  who serv ed the c athedral  in any way 

i t  w as need ed who marked their rank by w ear ing spec ia l  l iv ery w ith a ro se 

embro ider ed on their s l eev e, and ivho w er e  paid £6 a year . It  c an on ly hav e  

been a m i su s e  of the po s i t ion to pu t s ing ing men ther e  esp ec ial ly for Thom as  

Askew who was  a l so Master of the  Chor i s t er s . Ev en Wi l l i am Cobbo ld , property 

own er and respec t ed mu s ic i an of st atur e , 20 found it n ecessary to be the  

c athedra l  j an i tor for a good p art  of h i s  c ar eer add ing £6 13s  4d to his  

. d 21  s t1p en W i l l iam Far ew e l l  who ro se  to Go sp e l l er ,  seem s  to hav e  been the 

bu t ler in the cathedr al  for his who le c areer which eaT11ed h i s  £6 a year . 22  

The  on ly s ing ing-men w ho w er e  tru ly prof e s s ional music i an s  w er e  those  

who coup l ed their s ing ing job w i th p lay ing for the c i ty waits.
23 

E ight men 

s erved in bo th cho ir and waits  in thi s p er iod , and inde ed the wai t s  ar e paid 

r egu l ar ly in the cathedral accoun t s  for p l ay ing in the c athedral at the feast  

f h N • • h h h b • 1 • 24  
o t e at1v1ty w en t  1er e  mu st  av e een a sp ec1a serv ic e .  · In 1590- 1, 

as w e l l  as b e ing p aid for two year s  of norm al  serv ic e ,  they w ere a l so paid 

17 - (continued) made to "Tho mas Hook , barber " ,  on  21st January 1567 j ust  
two weeks before the patent of sing ing-man to Hook . Patents were 
often g iven some time af ter their appo intment so it seems l i ke ly it 
is the same man. 

18 - see ' S ow ter ' in ed. W. M. RJ.1.,ing and P. MUlic.an, ' Index 06 Inde.ntUAv.:, 
06 NolLWic.h App!Len;tic.v.:, ' , ( Norfolk Record So ciety, Vol. 19 , 19  5 9 ) . 

19 - B. M. Stowe Ms 128  (fl0v/23v) ' 0 •6 ;the, U.<?,c.:lfo n 06 .:the. Pe.;ttu- c.o.non6 , 
S,i.nging-i1 1C!..n, Ctw,'L,i_,6 ,te,Jvj 011. o;th(UL 0 6 6-i.c.e.'1/2 1

• 

20 - see Chapter 12. 

21  - e . g .  Receiver ' s  A ccounts,  Ro ll 5 2 , 1614- 15. 

2 2  - e. g. Receiver 's Acc ounts , Roll 27 , 1 575-6. 

23 - for t he waits of Norwich see G. A. S;te,phen, ' The (i]U,.{,,tf.i on ,the. Ciltj 0 6  
No!LWA..c.h ' ,  ( Norfo lk Archaeolo gy Vo l . 2 5 ,  1 933 )  - a pos it ion as wait was 
no t a full-time j ob for they were pa id only about £ 2  a year . They 
cou ld , however , e arn e xtra from special o c ca s ions  and private hire. 

24 - e. g. 5s  in Receiver ' s  Acco unts , Roll 3 1, 1581- 2 . 



1 1for their labours on Coronation day and the day of the Overthrow of the 

Spanish . 1 1
2 5  The waits had cause to remember the Spanish for in 1586, such 

was the fame of the Norwich waits , that Sir Francis Drake took them on his 

famous expedition to singe the King of Spain's beard at Cadiz. Of the five 

waits that went only two returned - Peter Spratt (singing-man in the cathe­

dral) and Arthur Jackson (singing-man from 159 0) . Of the three that died 

Anthony Wilson was a singing-man and Robert Thacker , probab ly the leader o f  

the waits , was the city Water Bailiff. The two singing -men were still paid 

by the cathedral in the time of their preparations and absence . The Norwich 

waits had such fame throughout the Country that the account of William Kemp's 

dance from London to Norwich , where Kemp was met by the waits , praised ; 

1 1such waits . . ... few cities in our Realm have the like , 

none better. Who, besides their excellancy in wind instruments , 

their rare cunning on the Viol and Violin : their voices b e  

admirabl e ,  every one of them ab l e  to seTve in any Cathedral 

Church in Christendom for Choristers. 1 1
2 6  

In  1600 ,  when Kemp's j ig took place , Peter Spratt and Arthur Jackson were 

singing-men in the cathedral choir. 

2 5  - Rece iver ' s  Accounts ,  Roll 3 7 : paid 2 8s 6d . 

26  - see 1 Keinp ' l  9 Da.yl Wo nde.Jl.. : pe.-'L 6otw1e.d in a danc..e 6tWm London ,to Nott.W,tc.h ' ,  
( Camden Society Vol . 9  



85 

CHAPTER 14  

The Common Table of the Ministers 

The Common Table existed so that : 

"those who meet together and praise God together in the 

choir may also eat together and prais--e God together at 

the table. 1 1
1 

All the "Minor Canons and ministers of the choir and the teacher of the boys 

at the Grammar School and all other lower ministers of the church and also 

the boys who are in the choir at Grammar Schools' ' would be able to "eat and 

2 feast" there . This statute of Henrys obviously envisaged the old monastical 

community spirit remaining after the Reformation. Far from this happening 

the Commons fell gradually into decay, ministers preferring to eat in their 

own homes at what time they liked and with their families. 

Eventually in 1574 the Common was disbanded. 3 Hardly anything is known 

of it at this time besides the occasional entry in the Chapter Minute books . 

At the opening entry of the first Minute Book (8th April 1566) an entry rules  

that all fines levied for absence or  'tardy ' was to  be  ''equally divided , 

the one half to the Commons· of the petty-canons and the other half to the 

4 use of the poor' '. It specifically mentions only petty-canons so some time 

between Henry's statutes and 1566 the Commons became the preserve of the 

petty-canons only , which ·was against the spirit and decree of Henry's 

statute. On 20th December 1571 the Dean and Chapter agreed to pay £10 a 

year in quarterly instalments for 17 years "towards the maintenance of hos­

pitaility in the petty canons hall. 1 1
5 On the same day Richard Crick was 

admitted as a petty-canon undertaking to pay 20s to the "house of hospitality" 

l - Henry VIII ' s  Statutes , Appendix I, ' Chaptvc_ 2 9 '. 

2 - ibi d . 

3 - ' An humble. n1Co1i6e.,6 tcct,,i.on  0 6  -the_ B,t,o hop cuzd Dean o f  i\/oJLwic.h in;to .the 
pcuttic.u..f.cUt .o ugge/.i-UOM O n  the Ph.ebe.ndcuue.,6 0 6  -the. .Mid ChuJLc.h un.-to 
-the LotLd. the. Re6{iVr.ee_ ' in Ube..JL M-<.-6c.elia.neotwm 4 ,  ( Dean and Chapter 
depo s it , N . N . P. R . O. ) .  

4 - Re_v . J .  F .  WituamJ.i and B .  Co ze.n/2 -1-/aJLd.tJ, ' Exl.1wc.t.o 61Lom :the. Two Ecuil;__e,6:t 
Minute. Bo ok,!J o {i  :the. Ve.an a.nd Cha.ptVL ' ,  ( No rf?lk Reco rd Socie ·ty ,  
Vo l . 24 , 1 9 53 ) , p. 23. 
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6 of the petty-canons. 

In his Statutes, .James sought to reintroduce "this most laudable custom". 

He considered its abolishment "to the most evil example and grave detriment 

of Divine Worship" and that it had reached that state "by carelessness if 

not impiety. 1 1
7 He envisaged that all the members of the choir would dine 

there. It seems a little strange that James was not aware of the reasons why 

a Commons Hall , though fine in principle, had little chance of working in 

practice . The cathedra l  did try and refound the Commons Hall but final ly in 

1640 it was abolished once and for all by Statute ; 

6 - ibid . 

"And since the establishment of a Common Hall or Table for 

the Minor Canons and other ministers of the Church, in 

accordance with Chapter 18 of the said Statutes, is not 

very well suited , either to the present age (in which the 

monastic habits of dining together has fallen into disuse) 

or to the said Cathedral Church , whose revenues are 

exceedingly slender and straitened, or, finally to the 

Minor Canons and other ministers of the said Church them­

selves, who are for the most part married men. 1 1
8 

7 - Append ix IV , ' Chc(p-teJL 1 8 ' .  

8 Rev . N .  B0-6-ton, 1 Th e. Mu�-i.c.oJ� /U/2 -to/ty o 6 No-'LWic.h Ccdhe..d1w.l 1 ,  ( Friends 
of Norwich Cathedr al; lfoPw ich , 1963 ) see p . 51-Lt. 
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CHAPTER 15 

Topography and Accommodation 

In the time available, it has not been possible to examine the subj ects 

of the topography of the precinct and residences of the ministers of the 

choir in any detail. The precinct , however, did change radically in the 

period. There was much building and demolition yet there was also much 

decay, so much so that the precinct has been described as a "vast heap of 

ruins.1 1
1 Certainly the Bishop's Chapel by the Palace was in decay until 

the Walloon congregation took it over in 1565, 2 and the 13th century 

'clocher' was by 1578 "now very ruinous, decayed, uncovered, and defaced . 1 1
3 

Markets and fairs frequently invaded consecrated ground, and the roadway up 

to the west door of the cathedral was flanked by masons', carpenters' and 

metal workers' shops. Besides the official cathedral brewery which had to 

supply the cathedral with "as good or rather better whole, sweet and sound 

beer as was commonly had for 8d  a barrel", which lay on the east side of 

the Lower Green, another inn called the 'Three Cranes ' sprung up on the 

north side of the Lower Green which was reputed to be ' 'a tipping house with­

out any order of law, whereto all evil and naughty persons and such as in 

the City are not suffered by the magistrates do resort . ' ' In fact the pre­

cin�ts could not be further from the tranquility it is associated with now 

in that period. 

The cathedral was obliged to provide lodgings for its ministers and the 

statutes provided a separate Chapter for it. 4 James' statutes specifically 

mention that all the ministers "should have their personal and private houses 

within the Precinct of our church. ' '  This was probably the case in the vast 

1 - A .  J<v.>1.i opp, 1 No,1w.cc.h 1
, ( Diocesan Histories : London , 1884 ) p . 180. 

2 - (IJ .  J. C .  Mo e.n1.:i .• ' The. wa..e.eao n,� and .th.e.,U1. ChuJLc.h c,;t Notc.wic.h, 1 56 5 - 1 8 3 z 1 
, 

(Publication of the Hugu eno t  Soc iety of London , Vo l. l 1887- 8 )  p. 21. 

3 - H . W . Saundr.J[-6 , 'A H,i.,,6:to/LY 0 6  the. Nomuic.h G1wn111 1cu1 Sc.hoof ' , ( Norwich , 193 2 )  
p . 124 : a g ener•al discus sion of th e topo gr ap hy of t h e Precinc.t s can be 
fo und p . 120·-9 from wh ich much of t h is information d er ives. 

4 - El i zabet h  I , O n  the. ,:U,,6,i,g nci.tion 0 6  lodging,� and c.ha.mbvv.i I j Jam es I 
1 Chcq::d:VL Z 1 ' . 
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maj ority  o f  ministers and ind eed when th e 1649 Par l iamentary Su rvey under ­

t ook to des cribe th e " lands and ten ements la te b e l on ging to the Dean and 

Chap ter ' '  a l l  singing-men w er e  with in th e pr ecinct. Fiv e o f  them l iv ed in 

accommod ation converted from th e o ld c l oisters. 5 Th e Master of  the Ch or i ­

sters obv ious ly needed lar ger hous es . Richard Gibbs ' h ouse ,  as d es cr ibed 

in the Par l iam entary Surv ey , was "part of  th e lon g  l eaded h ouse .... . lyin g  

on the east sid e  o f  the Alm ery Gr een [th e upp er squar e ]  contain in g 5 ro oms 

in the first stor ey and 5 Chamb er s over th em togeth er with a yard ly in g 

b e for e the said house en c l os ed w ith in a stone wa l l . "  E l i zab eth I statutes 

m ention that the Master sh ou ld have th e hous e ca l led Wardrap ers. This wa s 

on c e  occu p i ed by Thomas Grew e, Mast er befor e 1560, but Edmund In g l ott 

o c cup ied a h ous e n ext to th e Granary wh i ch wa s on th e south s id e  o f  the 
• 

6 
A lm ery Gr een. 

The on ly men n ot to hav e th eir h ous e in th e pr ecin cts seem to hav e been 

th os e  who wer e  wa its. Fr om 1587 it was common for th e wa its to l iv e  in th e 

' Su ffr agen t enem ent s '  in th e par ish o f  St. George 's Tomb land which wa s jus t 

7 
by th e cath edra l. They h e ld l eas es for 2 1  y ears from the city on th e con-

d it ion th ey kept up th e hous e and pav ed th e str eet . By 1 630, a l l  wa its h ad 

h ouses on l eas e from th e city . Thomas Moody ,  Thomas Quash , and P et er Sand l ey 

w er e  b oth wa its and s inging-m en at that t im e. 

5 - Parl iameIYl:ary Survey ( Dean ancl Chc1ptel' d epo s it , M . N . P. R . 0 . ) :  s e e  also 
A .  f-1 .  Mann , ' No,'ll,V-lc.h Ca;the_dJLc<l. Mu1i-lc.aJ_ Eve_n:U ' , ( N. N .  P . R .  o. , Mann 
Ms 3 ;  Ms 429 , Tl310 , 1 8 3 40 )  p . 63 . 

6 - Saunders o p .�it .. p. 1 2 5. 

7 - G. A .  S:t.ep/i(!_n'  I The_ Wcu;t,,� 0 6 the_ C,l,ty O 6 NoJ,W,i.c.h [ etc.. ] 
Arc h aeology , Vol . 2 5 ,  1 9 3 3 ) . 

. . . . . ' ( Norfolk 
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CHAPTER 1 6  

Disorder, Negligence and Morality 

Through the general researches of several scholars it has long been 

proved that the standard of both performance and character of those per-­

forming on the whole was not high in the period under study. Indeed in most 

ways they were extraordinarily troubled times - a. crisis of religion, a crisis 

of economics, a crisis of national security, variously took prominence at 

different times . Yet all were never totally solved, and all simmered mena­

cingly throughout . The times encouraged indiscipline .  Certainly  the pro­

vincial cathedral could not attract the outstanding musician with the level 

of stipends they had to offer. Musicians were tempted to London by the riches 

which were to be had there : John Bull earned £20 for one night 's work on the 

organs, as much as William Inglott the Norwich organist of the time got in 

1 
one year . 

Elizabeth I 's policy of collecting all the best musicians (secular and 

sacred) under one roof in some sort of central academy, further weakened . the 

position of cathedral music . Norwich, at least, made some attempt to attract 

and reward good musicians by its 'status payments' , 2 but in general the cathe­

drals were caught in a vicious circle of economics and the disabilitating 

effects of the Chapel Royal Commissions (and ambitions) . The day-to-day 

retributions for indiscipline can be found in the fines imposed for absence, 

tardiness and other disorders to do with the regular performance of service. 

The following is a list of these fines imposed through this period ;  

3 Henry VII I Statutes 

absence - for petty-canons :  from Greater Mass/Matins 

from Vespers/Compline 

at the 1 st, 3rd , 6th , 9th 

1 - Bull played at  a Merchant Taylor 1 s ban quet - J .  Stow (e.nlatcge.d by 
E. Howe.,:, ) , '  Clvw vu.e,[ev:, 0 6  England ' ,  (London 1631-2 ) p. 890, (Stow 1 s 
or igin al published i� 1592 ). 

2 - see  Chapter 3. 

3 A n d • J , C 'iaryl-n h  2 1 .. I .  - .ppe ix . , r 1.,\,\'./1, 
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tardy - for petty-canons : ruled as after the first psalm or the 1/ 4d 
Kyrie 

lay-clerks fines were to be  discretionary 

1566 Order 4 

absence - for petty-canons 12d 

for singing-men 8d 

Elizabeth I Statutes 5 

absence - for petty-canons :  on Sundays/Holy days 8d 

on Weekdays 4d 

1588 Order 6 

absence - for petty-canons : on Sundays 12d (morning) 6d (evening) 

7 159 1  Order 

for singing-men : 

on 

on 

on 

workdays 

Sundays 

workdays 

4d ( I I  I I  

8d ( I I  I I  

3d ( I I  I I  

I I  ) 2d ( 1 1  I I  I I  

I I  ) 4d ( 1 1  I I  I I  

I I  ) 2d ( I I  I I  I I  

absence - for petty-canons and singing-men : 

every service on Sundays and Holy days 4d 

every service of weekdays 2d 

tardy - for all the choir ruled as after the first GR..otu.a. Pa.;t;u ld 

departure before the end of a service ld 

8 16 05 Orders 

absence - all the choir : from every service -

on Sundays and Holy days 

on \'Jeekdays 

on Double Feast days 

2d 

ld  

3d 

) 

) 

) 

4 - J . F .  Will,,i_wM and B. Cozef1J.i --Hc01dtj, ' Exbtac..:t!J {i1wm .the, Two Ea1£1j_e,/i :t. Minu.,te. 
Boolzii o 6 .the Deem and Cfw_p:tvi [ etc.. ] '  ,( Norfolk Record Society 19 5 3 )  p .  2 3 . 

5 - t,ppendix I I , ' 0 6 -the. ptJ;tty-c.anon,5 and :theiJc. J.:itipendJ.:i ' .  

6 - Williams and Cozens -Hardy op . cit .  p .  3 5 . 

7 - ib :i. d .  p . 36. 
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tardy - all the choir : ruled as after the Venite in the morning 

and after first Glotua. Pabu in the evening. [The amount 

of fine is illegible ] 

all the choir - for corning to service without a surplice : fined as absent 

for arriving after the Te. Ve.wn : fined as absent 

for departing before the end of the Be..ne.cuc;tuli : fined as abse1 

for walking around "offensively" at service time : fined 

as absent 

for leaving the service early ld 

for talking in service time : discretionary fine 

for "ferrying" [speaking] the service "when they may 

any petty-canon who leaves out the Litany 

9 James I Statutes 

absence - all the choir : on weekdays 

on Sundays and Holy days 

on Double Feast days 

sing" 

tardy - all the choir : ruled as after the psalm at Matins and 

after the first psalm at evening 

absence from sermons etc . 

entry after end of 1st Lesson and departure before the end of 

6d 

6d 

2d 

4d 

6d 

Id 

6d 

2nd Lesson : fined as absent. 

The most punitive of these are the 1566 and 1588 Orders where missing one 

service on Sunday and Holy Days cost the offender a day ' s  wages. The sudden 

drop in the fines in 1591 was brought about by the complaint of the Choir 

that "their perdi tions by former Deans was too great1 1
•
10 In comparison to 

9 - Appendix I V ,  ' Chap:te/!.. 1 4 '. 

10 - Williams and Cozens-Hardy op. cit. p. 36 ( 29th March) . 
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1 566 and 1 588 , the 1605 Orders go apparently to the other extreme. These 

1605 Orders are the fullest catalogue of fines, yet they are anomalous in 

that they place greater importance on th e issues of speaking, not singing, 

the service and mis sing out the Litany (which was only us ed on Wednesdays 

and Fridays) than on missing the service completely . It is also interesting 

to note that the Elizabethan and Jacobean statutes and the 1566 order changed 

by the day and not by the service as the others. Perhaps mis sing even one 

service counted as a day's abs ence or that figure may have been broken clown 

into proportions for individual services. Unfortunately it is not possible 

to find out how great the general ab senteeism and tardiness was .  

These fines represent a day- to-day negligence. Maj or disorders in the 

cathedral sometimes resulted from these general day-to-day negligence 

gradually escalating in cons equence. The necessity for the 1568 Royal Com­

mis sion was for reasons of negl ect and the resultant indiscipline . The di s ­

orders which the Commis sioners ' lis t show that the decay in the cathedral 

largely s temmed from neglect and lack of concern grown over a long period 

of time; 

''firs t, that whereby their foundation this College is 

erected of a Dean and Six Prebendaries which be the said 

foundation ought to be pries ts and preachers yet contrary 

to the said foundation three of the said Prebends are 

neither priests nor preachers ; s econdly in the said church 

[there]  is no Divinity Lecture; third l y  no library for the 

help of Students ; fourthly no S tatutes to govern the house  

with all; fifthly there is  a tippling hous e very inconvenient 

and unfit for such a place; sixthly great neg ligence in 

preaching and resorting to sermons ; s cventhly much ill 

husbandry i n  iva sting of money, · plate , l e ad and timber and the 

good s of the Church ; eighthly that a mere lay man is made both 
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Rece iver and Treasurer by which means the church is 

charged not only with a pension of ten pounds a year 

wherewith it was never charged before this last year 

neither allowed in any proportion, but also the house 

thereby is much disordered, the stock decayed and the 

state thereof in great danger; 9, The Registry Books are 

ill kept the counterpan�s of leaves either not received 

or lost; 10 , no order observed in putting out their hands 

d d . . h . . . "11 an a m1tt1ng t e 1r m1n1sters. 

But not all disorders within the church were due to the general malaise , 

for in many cases it was the fraudulent character of members of the cathe­

dral that was the cause. For instance, Dr . Edward Gascoigne, prebendary, 

sold the lead off the roof of St. Mary in the Marsh on behalf of the Dean 

and Chapter (in about 1564) yet never brought to account the £160 he got for 

it or the money he received for the lead off the Dormitory roof . Gascoigne 

further embe z zled the proceeds from the stripping and demolition of St . Mary 

12 
which he shared with four other members of the cathedral. 

Other general disorders were rel igiously rather than criminally con­

ceived. In the summer of 1570  radical prebendaries Walker, Gardiner, Chap­

man and Fowle, almost as if to demonstrate an end to the religious conser-

13 vatism of the close broke down the organs and committed other outrages. 

In 1574 other radical clergy in the cathedral "enveighed against singing 

d d d ( h ) h d 1 b . 1 . 1 1+ isor ere as t ey termed it and wis e it utterly t 1ere to e ban1s 1ed". 

It is difficult to assess the level of discipline in the choir . Only 

the worst cases of disorder and negligence would have been deak with by the 

11 - ' V-<./2oh.dVL.6 in ,the Ca;thed!tcit Chu.J1.c.h 06 No,'1.Wic.h, 1 568 ' ( Eastern Countie s 
Colle ctanea , 187 2-3 ) p. 67-8 . 

12 - H.W. Saund<?A.6 , ' A H-<./2.toJLy 06 Nol/.W-<..c.h G1wmt11aJL Sc.hoot' , (Norwich , 1932) p .J2,  

13  - R.A .  Houl.blLooke, 'The Le.t.teJL Boolz 06 John Pcudzhwc.o.t ' ,  (Nor folk Rec ord 
Soc iety , Vol . 4 3 , . 1974-5)  p. 41 . 

'• 

14 - ibid . p . 2 5 5 - G  (letter) . 
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Chapter of the cathedral , other infringements would have been rectified 

by the peremptory voice of the Dean or precentor. All disturbances and 

abuses that do appear in the Chapter Minute Books must indeed have given , 

cause for grave concern. 

The 1605 Orders decree that the singing-boys should come into the 

15 choir "two and two decent and orderly", but as far as can be ascertained 

the rest of the choir entered of their ow11 accord at time of service. The 
• 16 

Chapter, however, took action on 19th November 1599, for "the reformation 

of a great disorder committed in the church by the said choir for places 

in time of divine service" and an order was decreed ; 

Ex.paJLte. de.c.ani 

Mr. Carlton 

Mr. Fugill 

Mr. Robinson_ 

John Black 

Arthur Jackson 

[Richard ] Bacon 

Richard Walker 

Simon Mosse 

[petty] 
canons 

Ex.paJLte. Can.tow 

Mr . 

Mr. 

Mr . 

Thwai ts -...t 
Whightgift

) 
.Graye _ . 

Mr. Cheavely 

William Chapman 

Peter Spratt 

Thomas Langham 

Edward Bussey 

[petty] 
canons 

The al terication between John Amery and Thomas Morley has been noted in 

Chapter 12, but a far more serious affair than this took place in the cathe­

dral itsel £ resulting in a complaint by Arthur Jackson agains t  Thomas Sad­

lington because the latter ' 'did strike him in the church , and that he did 

call him and the rest of the choir rogues and rascals and said that he who 

17 put him [Jackson] in his place was a rogue and rascal ' ' .  Sadlington was 

reprimanded and given an admonition, the usual ptmishment for offenders. 

15 - . Appendix I I I  , ' O!LdVL 1 1  ' . 

16 - Will i ams an d Cozens-Har dy op . cit. p. 39 . 

17 - ibid . p. 4 2  ( 27th April, 1606). 
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Theoretic.al ly a choir member should have been  removed from his p lace a fter 

three such admonitions . It would have been strange if tensions between 

various members of the choir did not boi l  over occasional ly. One such 

occurrence happened in 16 14 when John Carlton "did . . . . .  abuse Mr. Thomas 

Askew one of the petty-canons and Master of the Children, �al ling him a 

fool and dunce. " A lthough required to "acknowledge his faul t"in the choir 

the next day, Carlton only flung more "abuse with approbrious words and 

spe eches" at Askew and the Dean. Sti l l  he was on ly charged to "acknowl edge 

h • f " • 1 • 1 
18 1s ault - a l 1g 1t pun1s 1ment . 

As the cathedral also l eased out houses to choir members they were 

occasional ly cal led to rectify some misdemeanour concerning them - in the 

case of John Sowter to repair the pump, which he had vandalised, in the 

"gao l house" where he lived ( ! ) 1 9; Thomas Purton, in a more sinister case 

perhaps, was ordered "so long as he doth use the l eads be longing to the 

20 dorture" to repair it as his own cost. 

Cases where a choir member has been expe l l ed from the cathedral for 

his misdemeanour ' s  are cited later in this chapter , but there is only one 

occurrence of a man l eaving of his own accord because a Chapter ruling had 

gone against him . In 1608 Richard Carlton, petty-canon ,  curate of St . Luke 's 

and former Master of the Choristers was warned against publishing any banns 

of marriage between his daughter Jane and Nathan Castl eton ,  who was con­

tracted to marry some widow in Norwich. Carlton refuted this saying Castl e ­

ton was contracted to his daughter before the other woman. In December, 7 

months later, Carlton was again cal l ed before the Chapter but refused to 

21 appear making "unseemly answers" at the Chapter House door .  Carlton also 

18 - ibid . p .  Lt 7. 

19 - ibid . p. 50 ( 22nd ,July , 1615 ) 

20 - ibid. p . 73 ( 21st November , 163 6 ) 

21 - ibid. p. 43. 
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confirmed his intention to leave the cathedral the following March ( 1609) . 

Carlton was grievously offended by the Chapter ' s  ruling and from 1 6 12 

2 2  till his death (1636) left Norwich a l  together to serve as rector of Bawsey . 

A most curious entry appears for 3rd February 1 627, when Thomas Purton 

singing-man , was dismissed, then reinstated on the intervention of some of 

his friends, for endeavouring to draw away Robert Gransborow ' ' chiefest of 

the choiristers" from the church without the consent of the cathedral or 

the boy's parents. The reasons for Purton ' s  actions are unfortunately not 

stated.23 

One other unique entry in the Chapter Minute Books is the incitement 

to strike action of Edward Bussey at Christmas 1608 ; 

"on Christmas even openly in the Chapter, he did animate 

the choir men to withdraw their presence from prayers, and 

he himse lf did withdraw his own presence from prayers on 

Christmas day at morning for which misdemeanour he was 

24 then admonished to be of better behaviour. " 

It  is a pity Bussey' s cause for complaint is not stated. 

Not so unique are the i nstances of negligence of duty which can be  

found. In 1589 the whole choir had to be warned that " they shou ld  observe 

and keep their daily ser-vice duly and diligently upon pain of such 

1 h b d d 1 1 25  mu cts as ave een . ... . ecree . Even the Master of  the Choristers, 

who had great responsibility, were not so diligent as they might have been. 

The choristers were "very evil reered" by Edmund Inglott, 26  and in 1639 

Richard Gibbs was advised to "look better to the Education of his boys. 1 1 2 7  

22  - A. H. Mann, ' NoJLW,cc.h Ca,thedJial. MM.lua.M VoL I I '  ( N. N. P. R . O. Mann M s  5 
Ms Li30 Tl3 10 183 43 ) p. 12413. 

23 - Williams an d Cozens-Hardy op. cit . p . 64 .  

21+ - ibid . p . 43 . 

25  -·· ibid . p . 3 5 . 

26  - Geo r r;e Gardin ei, ' s  eviden ce to the 4th Qu ery in the 1567 Visitat ion : 
Saunders op . cit .  p. 2 5 5. 

2 7 - 'ililliams and Cozens-Har,Jy op . cit , p. 7 fi . 
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Gibbs, at the same time, was also admonished for leaving "an unfit man 

. . .. .  to be at the Organ . . . . . in his absence" causing "great confusion in 

the choir.1 1 2 8  

There were several notable characters whose attention to their duty 

left much to be desired by the cathedral authorities . Thomas Quash appears 

in December 1615 for his "notorious absence from divine prayers which was 

partly by him confessed, but mori apparently proved by the choristers then 

present. " If he did not improve his attendance he would be denied his 

"increase of wages of 40s pVt an.num" which had been granted "upon his humble 

petition" and "upon hope and promise that he should and would be very di l i ­

gent in his place. 1 1 2 9  Quash seems to have been dealt with leniently as it 

is noted he had had several admonitions (these do not appear in the Minute 

30 Book though) and appears again in 161 7 for the same reason. William 

Fugill 's case is more curious for in November 1621 he is charged for his 

"notorious negligence upon Sabbath days, Holy days and Festival days, at 

which times his presence is most necessarily required, and in that he is so 

31  insufficient for his place. ' '  It  seems Fugi ll attended on weekdays but not 

on 'celebratory' days. Perhaps his lack of proficiency made him unable to 

cope with the more difficult demands of those days. He was admonished for 
3 2 

the very same offences in July 1 625 too. 

Thomas Sadlington is undoubtedly one of the worst characters and 

offenders during this period. He has already been noted for his argument a ­

tive nature previously, but, however, in the negligence of his place he used 

deliberate cunning to get round the rules of absence and tardy. I n  1622 the 

Dean : 

2 8 - ibid . p.76. 

29 - ibid . p. 50 : see a lso p . 4 7. 

30 - ibid . p. 5 2 . 

31 - ibid. p. 5 7. 

3 2  - i bi d .  p.61. 



98 

"reproved him for his continual negligence,  in that he 

dwelling so nigh the church that the door of his house  

openeth into the Church, yet he  wilfully refuseth to come 

to the con£ ession and sometime ,�i 11 be walking in the 

church and will not come in, but so that he may save a 

tardy, always after the confession, and that this day he 

did as he useth so much that Mr . Bate was fain to begin 

the service, and upon Mr. Dean 's  reproof for his folly he 

flew openly in his face in the presence of Mr. Bate, the 

verger , the organist, and a great company that then came 

from the Consistory Court, and told Mr. Dean he had no 

33  reason to fault with him more than with others . "  

I n  1629 he was again admonished for his "notorious negligence in frequenting 

the church to execute his office" and for "living and accompany ing with that 

woman which he liveth with and pretendeth to be his wife she having at this 

f h b d 1 .  . , 34 present a ormer us an 1v1ng. ' Eventually he was expelled on 11th 

3 5  
November 1630, but , according to the accounts was paid till June 1638 . 

The moral fibre of memb ers of the choir was not the standard that woul d 

be expected of men whose main function was the service of religion. Sadling­

ton's immorality has been quoted above but much earlier in 1566 John Coller, 

petty- canon, was ordered "to avoid from the company of Margare-t Porter now 

the wife of Xpofer Cristelowe in all suspect places . .. .. and especially his 

chamber in the said rnonastery. 1 1 3 6  Even worse John Beldam ,  petty-canon ; had 

! 'gotten Johane, his maid servant, with child" for which offence he was 

ordered to make his purgation. He was later expelled for not "appearing for 

33 - ib id . p . 5 8. 

34 - ib id . p . 68. 

3 5  - ibid . p . 69 .  

36 - ibid . p .  2 Lf 



J 

} . . "3 7 ns purgat1on. 

99 

Another instance of this low moral fibre is the lack 

of manners shown to the Dean : 

against Peter Sandley, singing-man, "for and in regard of his 

malpertness and sauciness in his carriage 

• 3 8  by words1 1  

against Martin Carlton, singing-man, "for his peremptory and 

irreverent speeches and carriage . . . . . 

[he should] behave himself more respectfully 

3 9  both i n  words and gestures. 1 1  

The instances of drunkenness will probably have been more . than the 

serious cases that reached the Chapter House. There were two alehouses in 

the precinct and the • strangers' had the brewer's trade amongst the ir numbers 

(and themselves had a great predilection for alcoholic beverages) so there 

was much temptation. The case of Peter Sandley's abortive attempts to play 

the organ under the influence of drink has been quoted earlier . William 

40 Fugill, petty-canon, was reprimanded for his notorious drunkenness , 1 1  and 

even the organ blower Elias Goodwyn was 1 1s0 disguised with extraordinary 

drinking that he was for that and other abuse of himself then and there 

set in the stocks. 1 1
4 1  Norwich had no shortage of inns but Simon Moss, 

singing-man , 1 1set up at alehouse without Licence in the precinct1 1  and enter-

42 tained "bad company1 1  there. 

It must be stressed that all these are probably only the most serious 

cases. Many, will, perhaps, have been dealt with by informal methods. It 

is likely that Norwich was no worse than any other cathedral and , indeed, 

may have been considerably better disciplined than most. 

3 7 - i bid . p. 24. (14 th February , 1567 ) 

3 8  ibid. p . 53. ( 12th March , 1620 ) 

3 9  i bid . p. 83 - ano ·ther m ember o f. the troublesom e Carlton family who o ccup ied 
-se.veral plac es in the choir and s everal en tries in th e Chapt er Minute 

Boo k_. ( 2nd May, 1644 ) 

4 0  - ibid. p. 6 1+. ( 7th May, 1627) 

Lll - i bid . p. 5 2 : see also p .  53 . ( 2nd November , 1616 ) 
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CHAPTER 17 

Th e P erforman ce of th e Servic e 

It has  n ot be en th e brie f  of  thi s discussi on to  t ake in th e music an d 

it s functi on in the servic e .  In deed , t o  study th is  subj ect in any depth 

w ould n eed a c omp rehen sive kn ow ledg e  of the music of th e Norwich comp osers. 

Th e wh ereabout s  of  a g ood dea l of  thi s i s  known though it i s  yet to be  

g athered t og eth er and c omment ed up on . It i s , how ever , approp ri at e  t o  l ook 

in brief  t erms at h ow much and what typ e  of music might be exp ected . 

Un doubt edly th e m ain servic es of th e day w ere sung : 

"w e  decree and ordain that in thi s c ath edral church o f  

Norwich , at m orning an d evening sac ri fic es , p rayers , 

supp licati on s , int erc ession s  and th anksgivings be  

p erp etual ly  offered t o  God , morning and evening and 

th at th e prai s e  of God be dai ly c e lebrat ed with voi ces , 

organ s  and m e l odi es. " 1 

Th e 1605 O rders , in fact , provide a sti ff p enalty for ferrying (i. e .  speaking ) 

? 
any p art of th e service "wh en th ere i s  company en ough to sing." - It shoul d  

be  n ot ed ,  how ever , th at Henry ' s  st atut e  did "not wi sh to  ob ligate theP1 [th e  

choi r ]  t o  sing th ese  offic es at night." "  Th e music on Sundays , Feast days 

and D oub l e  F east day s  w ould h ave been e l aborat e  to varying degrees  whi l st 

according t o  E li zabeth I ' s st atut e s  "it sha l l suffic e to h ave th e s ervic e 

in p lain n ot e ,  without any p art s on working day s ,  with a p salm in metre at 

th e beginning and en ding of prayer an d a l so  be fore and after s ermons and 

4 lecture s. ' ' A lth ough doubts have been expressed in thi s th esis  over the 

validity of th e E li zabeth an statut es , thi s practic e of  p lain song during 

th e w eek was probab ly  c omm on in al l cath edral s. Thi s i s  furth er streng thened 

by a doc ument tit le d "Agreem ent " dated 30th June 1 5 8 1 whi ch was made up by 

the Lord President of the W e l sh Marches and the Bi shop of  H ereford and refers 

l - James I ' s Sta tutes , Appendix IV , 1 Chap-lVL ] 6 I • 

2 - Appen dix I I I , I Oli..de.JL j 4 I , 

3 
- Append.ix I, ' ChaptVL 32  I .  

LL - fl. r-.T"'\ r- rt rl ; V T T  I n  f. tl, o rU 1 1 J L1 0 A O h 1 1j f' O  1 
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to Ludlow parish church : 

"That all the prayers excepting psal ms shall be said 1n 

such places as they have been used to be said, since the 

being here of the Right Honourable Lord President, which 

is at the choir door (i.e. chancel gate ] and the psalms 

as well as the chapters as after shall be sung in plainsong 

in the choir. 

That the anthems shall be in pricksong as they have 

used to be sung . .. . .  

The organ [one ] to be used between the psalms or 

with the psalms and with the anthems or hymn. 

The daily service all the rest of the week shall be said 

and sung in plainsong 

Ludlow was the seat of the Lord President and the parish cnurch was run on 

cathedral lines but without the status , and this Agreement was probably 

very close to cathedral practice . 

According to James ' statutes the organ was used to "give the correct 

note to the choir as they are about to sing the hymn and shall accompany 

with the same when the hymns shall permit and shall praise God daily  only 

with solemn melodies.1 1
6 It is important to note, though, that the organist 

did not spend the whole service at his instrument but had to "wear a surplice 

and be present in the choir at the celebration of prayers until it is time 
. 7 for him to go to the Organ. " This suggests that there was little for the 

choir to do at the beginning of the services. 

The make up and number of the choir who sang at any one time deserves 

special mention . By James' statutes the total number in the choir was 

5 - A. Smdh, 'The P1tctc.tic.e 06 MuJ.>ic. .. . ..  [e..tc.. ] ' ,  (Ph. D. thesis : 
Univ ersity of B irmingham , 1967 ) p . 312 : see  also A. Sml;th, ' Euza­
be..than Chul!.c.h Mu/2-tc. a;t Ludf..ow ' ( Music and Letters , xlix i 19 6 8 ) . 

6 - Appendix I V , 'ChaptVL 1 5 ' . 

7 - ibi d. ' Chctp.teJL 1 4 ' .  
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8 choristers, 8 singing-men, Gospeller , Epistoler, 6 petty-canons. The 

full company were required on Sundays , Holy days, and Doubl e Feast days 

though absences were allowed for "inevitable necessity". The 16 adult 

voices were distributed as 5 Basses , S tenors and S countertenors, but 

that "there always be a sixteenth voice, either Bass or Countertenor (for 

we do not admit more than 5 tenors in our choir) .1 1 8 Every week , except 

for Feast days and Sundays "one bass, one tenor and one countertenor" was 

allowed the \\Teek off. It is decreed that "at the least , therefore, we 

wish that there be 13 persons present in the Choir to cel ebrate divine 

service." Divine Service refers to the main morning service on Sunda.ys and 

feast days etc. Indeed on working days besides the 3 men on leave , 3 petty­

canons a day were allowed the day off to deal with their "private affairs' '. 

So at every working day service there would only be 1 0  persons (at the most) ' 

there. 

8 ib id as is all the follow ing information. 
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A TABLE OF NAMES AND OFFICES ETC . 

OF THE MUSIC IANS 

AT NORWICH CATHEDRAL 

c . 1 5 5 8  - 1 649 
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The Table attempts to provide a fairly comprehensive compilation of 

names and information from the beginning of Elizabeth ' s  reign up to 1649 ,  

although names and dates of pre-15 58  choir members and the later dates of 

those choir members who survived to the Restoration, collected from the manu­

scripts of Dr. A .  H .  Mann, have been included , The limit of 1649 was chosen 

as being the last date of entries in the Chapter Act Books and as being the 

last date of a surviving list containing choir members names, before the 

Restoration . TI1is list, the PaJiU.ame.n.taJty Swwe.y of 1649 , set down the names 

and described the residences of these officers of the cathedral , though 

whether any services in the old manner took place at all in the cathedral in 

the latter part of the 1640 ' s  after the banning of the Prayer Book in 1644, 

is doubtful . The continued residence of the officers of the church up to 

1649 and the carrying on of Chapter business till that date probably denotes 

some sort of religious observance ,  though by that time the Dean and all the 

Prebendaries had been deprived of their living at the church and allowances 

made for them by the Committee for P lundered Ministers . 

The NAME column includes occasionally an alternative spe lling of the 

surname where this alternative has occurred in several instances in the 

records and other sources . The EXTRA-MURAL column contains some speculation 

concerning the singing-men but these are accompanied by a question mark . 

All abbreviations and reference numbers are given in the following key :  

KEY 

s-b = singing boy 

s-m = singing man 

p-c = petty canon 

epist = epistoler 

gosp - go spe ll er 

MofC = Master of the Choristers 

org - organi st  
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Sep = 29th September, St. Michael and All Angels (1st quarter of the 
financial year) 

Dec = 25th December , Nativity (2nd quarter) 

Mar = 25th March, Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, Lady Day 

(3rd quarter) 

Jun -· 24th June, St. John the Baptist (4th quarter) 

Jan - January, Feb = February, Apr = April, Jul = July, 

Aug = August, Oct = October, Nov = November . 

157 0- 1575 = 1570 to 1575 

157 0/ 1 /2 = 157 0 or 157 1 or 1572 (precise date unknown) 

-<-1568➔ = previous or subsequent dates to this unknown . 

+-1568➔(15 72) = as above, but left before the bracketed date . 

Most dates have been compiled from lists and expenses in the Receiver ' s  

Account Rolls deposited in the Norfolk  and Norwich Public Record Office. 

Other references have been given the following numbers : 

1 from the Chapter Act Books (Dean and Chapter deposit, N. N. P. R . 0. )  

2 - from the manuscripts of Dr . A .  H .  Mann (Mann MS , N . N . P.R. O. )  

3 from the Royal Commission List in the Libe.JL t,,k,5c.el.,taneo11.wn Vol. 1 
(Dean and Chapter deposit, N . N. P . R . O . ) 

4 from the following publ ications of Dr . A .  Smith, either ' Pevr.,,i.,,,s h 
ChuJLcJL Mu1,iuano ,i,n ,the. Reign O t)  Eumbe.:th I '  (R. M . A .  Research 
Chronicle No . 4) 

5 

6 

or ' The. Ge. n.te.e.me.n and Cl�Me.n 0 6  the. Chapel Royal. in the. f,:e.ign 
o o  Euzabe.-th I '  (R. M. A. Research Chronicle No . 5 ,  1965) 

or Table 3 'The. Singing me.n oo St. Geo11.ge. 1
.ti Chapel, Wind6 0ll. Crudi..e. 

who ,6 ang W e.whe.)U!.. 1 from ' The. P11.ac.uc.e. 0 t) MU/2ic. e.tc. . 1 
( Ph . D. 

thesis : University of Birmingham : 1967) 

' Re.gi.6:tJ1..wn Vclgwn 0 6  Anthony HaJU/S o n. '  - e.d. T.P . BM:ton (Norfolk 
Record Soci ety Vol. XXXII and XXXIII  1 963 - 4) 

' In dex oo  Inde.n.tu/1..v., 0 6  No/1.V,tLc.h App1u:1.ntic.e..6 ' - ed .  W . M. Rw -Lng Clnd 
P .  MLtuc.crn (Norfo lk  Record Society , Vol. XXIX 1959) 
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7 - 'The. Le.fte.,'l.. B00/2 o o  John PCVl..l:!..huN.:,;t '  - e.d . R . A .  HoulbJwok.e. (Norfo lk  
Record Soci ety Vo l .  XLI I I  1 974-5 )  

8 - names and dates comp i l ed from ' The. (l)cu.,.t/2 0 6  the. CUy 0 6  No.1c.wic.h. ' -
G . A .  Ste.phe.n (Norfo lk  Archaeol ogy Vol .  25  1 933) 
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N . .\.\lE . 

ALLEN : John 

Ai..SEY : Wi l l iam 

ANDREWS : Hugo 

A,\IERY : John 

[Ambry] 

ASKEW : Thomas 

Princ ipal Position ( s) 
i n  C::athc dra l 

s-m 1 5 87/8/9 - Jun 1590  

Scconda.ry Posts  I 
in  Cathedral 

I 

2 ., s-m Dec 1 638 - Sep 1 ?39l precentor 1 664 
cpist Jun 1639 - 1 649 2 

p-c  1663 - 1 664+2 

A prebendary served as 
p-c for .!:. year 1 5 8 0 - 1  

4 

s-m Jun 1 5 76 - Sep 1595 
then 
s-m c . Jun 1601  - c . Jul/ 

Aug 1602 
then 
s-m Jun 1 605 - Sep 1606 

s -m Dec 1603-5  
MofC 1604 - 1 6 1 7  2 

Almsman 1603- l l l  
1 4th Feb 16 l l 1- 1 

1 6 1 7  curate 

I for chapel 
o f  St . Luke ' s  

I
. for people  in 

the close . ; 

Extra-�lura l Jobs 
and P os i t i on s  

1 59 0  innowner2 

P revious/Subse­
quent Pl aces  o f  
Service 

1 5 75-6  Westminster 
Abbey4 

1 5 76 St . Dunstan-
in-the-West ,  
London4 

GE:-.;ER.:\L 1:-.;FQ,t:,t; no:, 

Admonished 1641  and 1 612 for �sence 
and s candalous l ife . 

2nd Dec 1644 gone mis s ing so pay given 
for the relief of his chi ldren and 
to pay his debts . 1 

�1entioned as resident in the 1 649 
Parliamentary Survey . 2 

Died 1 8th July 1 6 2 3 .  
Often paid £10  for h i s  stipend t o  the 

other s inging men ' s  £8 . 
Often paid a pens ion or some sort of 

reward extra to stipend . 
Dec 1595 - Jul 1623A composer - paid 1 5 86/7  (with John 

Cragg for writing and composing a Gentl eman of the 
Chapel Royal 4 service) and 1590/ 1 . 

Appointed MofC 1 7th Feb 1605 1 (but paid 
whol e  year 1 604 -5 ) . 

Admitted MofC 2 0th Sep 1605 and t> sing 
bass in the choir .1 

,_. 
0 
--J 
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ATKINS : - - - - - -

ATKINSON : Thomas 

AYLEWOOD :  Richard 

BACON : Richard 

BAKER :  Henry 

BARKER : Adam 

s-m 1641➔ ( 1649) 

I
. p-c Mar 1592 - 1592/3/4 1 
. • 5/6/ 7 

F loreat after Restorati 
on as MofC and org 2 

s-m 1 /4 year . in 1597-8 
then · 
s-m Sep 1599 - Jun 1600 

org 1 59 1 -2/ 3/4 

p-c  +1 3th Mar 15492 -
Mar 1 576 

�icar of Plumstead 
+1560 

1Personal union of 
�itton benefice to 
P lumstead 1 3th Mar 

1 5605 

22nd Aug 1569 
presented with 
parsonage of the 
Church of Mershe 
(Marsh) 

ri 

, .  

Mentioned in the pamphl et "True News 
from Norwich" published in London 
in 1641 (printed in Norfolk  Anti­
quary Miscel lany 2 ,  1 883) - this  
is  the only mention of  the man any­
where . He may have been , however , 
John Arkins , a local organ repairer . 

Composer - pieces by ' Aylewood ' in 
P layford ' s  "Music Recreation" 
( 1652)  probab ly by him . 2 

(Wi l l iam Cobbold  appointed org Dec 1594) 

One of suspects in the case cf s:>me 
anonymous pamphlets  s landering 
Mayor of the city of Norwich . 
(Eastern Counties Col l ections 
p . 1 7 1 - 5 ) . 
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BARNARD : John p-c  1 580  - Sep 1582  23rd Jul 1580  granted a patent in  
reversion of a p-c ' s  room1 

BAR,'lES : Thomas s -m Jun 1576  - Sep 15851  
6 

BAYNEBRYKE : Wi l l iam p-c  Sep 1 5 76/7 - Dec granted patent 1f s -m ' s  p lace 

[Bayn.ebrigg] 1598  6th Feb 1578 . 

[Benbri eke ] 

BECK :  Anthony s -m 3rd Sep 1639
1 

-
2 

s acrist 1667 2 1 7th Jun 1 64 2 ,  admonished for l qng 
1 649 absence and negligence . l 

p-c and MofC c . 16632 Mentioned as resident in the 1649 
Par l iamentary Survey . 2 

BELDA.Tvl : John p-c  +l lth Apr 1567  1 1 1th Apr 1567 dismissed for g etting 
his maid servant with chi l<l .nd 
not making his purgat ion . l 

BENTLY : Richard s -m 1 0th Apr 1 60 21 

paid for 1/4 year 

BETTS : Edmund s -b +1568➔
3 

BLAC K :  John , s-m Sep 1599 - Jun 1601  
I 

I 
,_. 
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BORROUGH : Phi l ip 

BOSTON : Thomas 

BOTTRELL :  John 

BOWMAN : Thomas 

BRACKET : Richard 

BRAND : Wil l iam 

p-c +1 6 1 8+2 

s-m +1550+2 

p-c �ar 1608  - 1 6 1 3/ 1 4  

s - m  1 5 79-80  (from Audit 
Book) 

1608  St . Mary and 
St . John curate 
( in precincts) 

p-c 1606/7 - 1631/2/3/4 j sacrist 1622-:3  I 29th Dec 1617  
presented to  rect­
ory of St . Augus­
tine ' s ,  Norwichl 

s-m +1549+ 2 then 
s -m admitfed 1 2th Sep 

15.fe?' -.,;teb/Mar 15721 

/ (di ed) 

almsman3 bel lfounder 2 

• 

� 
j· 

, .  

"Phllip BoMou.gh, PJr..u by.t.Vt, e;t hu,lu1., 
t!,c c.fe,� i.ae m-lnOJr.. Ca.non-lc.u ob  1 5  Se.p 

1 6 1 8 " .  '2 

24th Mar 1608 admitted on further 
approbation . l 

[Irr the recent remova l  of manuscripts 
from the cathedral muniment room 1D 
the Norfolk Record Office , th i s  
Audit Book seems to have been mis ­
placed . This information i s  taken 
from a ' transcription ' in N .  Boston -
' The Musical History of Norwich 
Cathedral '  ("Norwich 1 96 3) p .  38] 

One of suspects in the case o f  some 
anonymous pamphlets slandering 
Mayor of the City of Norwich 

(Eastern Counties Co l lectanea p. 1 7 1 -5 )  

.... .... 
0 
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BREWSTER : Richard I s-m 18th Apr 15671- 1572  
gasp 9th May 15721- 157& 

7 

BREWSTER :  Wi l l iam I s-m 23rd Feb 1 5741- 157!:, 
8( 

BRINCKO:•iE : Anthony. 

[Brincklowe] 

(Arthur) 

BROWNE : Peter 

BULLOCK :  Simon 

BURTON : John 

BUSSEY : Edward 

s-m Jun 1591  - 1592/3/4 
5/6/7 

s-b  +1568➔ 3 

p-c  2nd Aug 1571  - 1 5 721 
3/4 

s-m 1584-5  

s-m Sep 1598 - Jun 1600 
then 
s -m Sep 1608 - Apr 1609 
then 
s-m 22 Mar 16171 -

1618/19/20/1  

"' 

Wait 8 

s 

Not given his patent for s -m place 
t i l l  6th Feb 1 5 78 . 1 

the 1 1 8th man in the choir" - not in  
the main l ist but paid 10s  for 
travel l ing from Peterborough and 
staying in Norwich . 

Admonished 31st Dec 1608 for inciting 
the choir to go on strike at Christ­
mas time , though only he did . l  

..... ..... ..... 
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CARLTON : John s -m 2 2nd Feb 15671 -
1 5 79/80 

[keepe; of the 
ferry 1567-8 ]  

1 559-66 . King ' s  
Col lege , Cam­
bridge4 

158 7-94 St . George t; 
Chapel , Wiridsor4 

\ · 

, 
. -_:, 

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --1- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - � - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -� - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CARLTON : John 

CARLTON : Martin 

CARLTON : Redmain 

CARLTON : Ri chard 

s-m Sep 1 603 - Sep 1 606, 
7 

epist Sep 1 606/ 7 - Dec/ 
Jan 1626  

(died) 

26-30 Apr 1 6 1 4  admonished for abus ing 
Thomas Askew (MofC) and then Dean 
_causing a big rumpus . l  

1 6 1 6/ 7  A John. Carlton from Norwich 
tried for a clerk ' s  place at Eton 
Co l l ege . 2 

[ I  cannot make out whethdr thi s  i s  one mah or two . rr' it  wel:e one man he wouldl have had a mus ical career of about 
65 years - but I can firld no conclusive �vidence either wayj] 

s-m 1 6 1 3/ 14 - 1649 2 

p-c 1 6 63 - Dec 1671 2 

s-m Jun 1 6 1 6  - 1 649 2 

s-m 1 664 2 
began psalms 
1 638-9 , 1639-40 
1 640-1  

p-c  Sep 1 59 1  - Mar 1609 j  mentioned as  
MofC Sep 1 5 9 1  - Feb 1 605t curate of St . 

159 1 - 1608  curate 
of church of St . 

rector of Bawsey
2 1 6 1 2 - 1 636 (died) 

2nd May 1 644 admonished for irrever­
ent s�eeches and carriage towards 
Dean . . 

2 Buried 1 1th Dec 1 67 1 . 
Mentioned as res ident i� the 1 649 

Parliamentary Survey . 

Bapti sed 8th May 1 5 9 3 .  2 

Buried 19th Jan 1 665 . 2 

1 6 38-9  mended cathedral clock . 
Mentioned as res ident in the 1 649 

Parliamentary Survey . 2 

Res igned MofC post 1 7th Feb 1605 . 1 

1597  Visitation for cathedral critici-
sed 

/continued 
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CARR : Thomas p - c  2 0th Oct 1 5871 -
1588/9 

CASTLETON : W i l liam I epist  Sep 1 604 - Sep 
1605  

CATTON : Anthony 

CAUVAS : Wil l iam 

CHAP�!AN : Thomas 

CHAPMAN : W i l l iam 

s-b 

I p -c  

3 +1568➔ 

+1568➔ 
3 

s-m +1567 1 

gosp 26th Sep 1567 1 -
1568  

p-c 9th Dec  15681 - Sep 
1 5 75 

s-m Nov 1599 - Mar 1602 
then 
s-m Sep 1602 - Dec 1605 , . 

! 

Luke ' s  Chapel  
within cathed­
ral 1 1  th Jun 
1608 . 

John and Mary in 
precincts . 
1598  curate of St . 
Stephen ' s .  

7 

him fot not reading the Injunctions 
or catechise the youth . 

Not an organist as organist post 
appears same time as he was Mo fC . (?) 

A compo ser - paid for compos ing a 
new service 1 603-4 . 

Part of riot in the cathedral (and c£ 
Dec 1574 or early Jan 1 5 7 .S) in which 
he and Stephen Lymbert (p-c) and 
Thomas Roberts (p-c) complained about 
the singing and wi shed it to be 7 utterly banished from the church . 

..... ..... 
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CHEVELY : John s -m 1592/3/4/5/6/ 7/8  - • • A composer - paid 1598-9  (for anthems) 
Mar 1600 and 1599 - 1600 (for anthems and a 

service . 

CLAXTON : Hamont MofC patent granted Granted patent together with his 
23rd Jul 1580 brother Lionel - they don ' t  seem 1D 

have taken up the post . 

CLAXTON : Lionel (as Hamont Claxton) ·(as Hamont_ .C laxton) 

COBBOLD:  Will iam org 1 3th Dec 15141- 1 6 1 1  Janitor 1614 - Died 7th Nov 1639 . 2 
s-m 16 1 1  - 1638 1631/2/ 3/4 Sang in the cathedral some time �ring 

the year 158 1 -2 paid26s 8d . 2 A composer both sacred and secular . 
Owned a considerab le amount of pro­

perty in Norwich - sold  it for 
£320 in 1635 . 

CODD : John s-m  1597-8 Paid 50s for "occupying the place cf 
a singing man in the choi�' -
perhaps a deputy 

2 
COLBECKE : Wi l l iam s-m Sep 1581  - Sep 1 582 28th Sep 1582 "removed for good <a.uses . "  

COLLER : John ( ? ) p-c  +1567+ 1 Ad�1onished for adultery 16th Jan 1567 . 1 

This  man may be John Tol ler . 

CRAGG : John s-m 1 585/6 - 1592/3/4/S 
I 

A Composer - paid 1586/7 (with John 

i 

6/7 I 
AmeryJ

_ 
for

_ 
writing and composing 

I I a sernce . • 
� 

I l 
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CRICK, Richard 

CROFFT : Nicholas 

DURRANT : Thomas/ 
P.ichard 

DYOS : John 

1 
p-c  20th Dec 1571�  -

Sep/Oct 1 5 73 

s-m 1609 2 - 1 6 1 3/ 14 

epist Sep 1 582  - Sep 
1 583 

gosp Sep 1 583 - 1 587/8/9 

p-c  Sep 1 5 74 - Dec 1 5 75 

DYSSE : Richard I p-c Mar 1 585 - Dec 1 598  

EVANS : Richard I p-c 8th Oct 1 5731 -
1 573/4 

FAREWELL : Wi 11 iam I epist + 1568 - 3 Sep 1581 1 Butle� 
gosp Sep 1 58 1  - Sep 1582 +1568 j - 1 582 

('"t 

Had to pay 20s  to the p-c ' s  Hal l  m 
his admittance . 

Jul 1 573 - preached at St . Paul ' s  
Cross London attacking the epi ­
scopacy defending the ' Admonition 
to Parliament '  and probably held h 
custody for it . But was back in 
Norwich Nov/Dec 1573 offering to  
continue his lectures . 7  

Granted a patent in reversion 
25th Aug 1 58 11 entered in place .of 

Wi l l iam Colbeck 28th Sep 1582 . 2 

1 5 74 - Sep 1 575 shared the year ' s  
salary with Jhomas Robert - possibly  
part-time to  fil l  a vacancy.  

...... 
...... 
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FUGILL : Wi l l iam 

GARDINE R : _  George 

GARDINER : Henry 

GARD INER :  J ermyn 

GARRETT : Thomas 

[Garrard] 

G IBBS :  Richard 

p-c Dec 1598  - 1641+ 

7 p - c  1562 - Oct 1565  
Prebend Oct 1 565 7 

Dean 15737 

gosp 1587/8/9  - 159 1  

p-c  1 1th Apr 15671 -
( ? )  Dec 1 57 1 1 

then 
p-c  Mar 1 5 75 ·  - Sep 15 85/ 

6 

s -m  Jun 1576 - S ep 1578  

org 2 7th Jun 1622 1 -
1 649 

MofC Sep 1629  - 1 649 

chanter 1582-3  

Instituted vicar 
of Catton 2 2nd 
Dec 15935 

1562  minister at 
St . Andrew ' s ,  
Norwich? 

Appointed as p-c  15th Oct 1600 . 1 

Admonished s everal t imes for negligence 
and insufficiency for place and 
drunkenness . l  

Dec 1560  - 1562 , I Helped to des ecrate cathedral and 
minister of Chaltmi , destroy organ in 1 5 70 . 2 
Northumberland? 

Given £8  extra "for his own diet" 
from 1622  . 

1629-30 paid for mending 2 vio J s .  
25th May 1639 admonished to l ook £ter 

education of boys better and not "tD 1 l eave unfi t substitute for the organ . 
In 1649  Parliamentary Survey sti l l  

ment ioned as MofC and org - though 
organ destroyed in 1643 . 

Man of Substance - bought property to 
val ue of £ 3.2 0 off Wi l l iam Cobbb ld 
. 1635 . 2 

A composer - sacred works . 2 
..... ..... °' 
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GODBALD : Roger s -m Sep 1600 - Dec 1602 

GOODALL : Robert s -m/p- c 1564-5/64 

GRANSBOROWE : Roberti s-b  +Feb 1627-+ l 

GRAVES :  Richard 

GRAYE : Robert 

GREW : Thomas 

s -m Sep 1 584 - Jun 1585  

p-c  Sep 1599 - c . Jul/ 
Aug 1606 

I 2 I MofC 18th Mar 1542  

1581-2  5-b King ' s  
Col l ege Cambridge� 
1596 Gentl eman in 
Extraordinary at 
Chapel Royal . 4 
1603 St . George ' s  
Chape l ,  Windsor . 4 

I I 

4 1560-1  at West- I sang bas s .  
minster Abbey4 . 
1 562  St . Boto lph , 4 Aldersgate , London 
1562-3  King ' s  4 Col l ege , Cambridge 
1567-9 St . George ' 
Chapel ,  Windsor . 4 
1569 Gentl eman of 
the Chapel Royal . 4 

chiefest o f  the choir boys - Thomas 
Purton tried to lure him away 
from the choir - admonished 3rd 
Feb 1627 . 1 

appointed to a p-c ' s  place 1 5th Oct 
1600 . 1 

came from Berkshire . 2 

...... ..... 
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HARMAN : Lawrence 

HARRIS :  John 

HARVEY : Wi l l iam 

HAUND : John 

HAYNES : - - - - - -

HERNE : Wi l l iam 

HEWSON : Thomas 

HODKINGE : Bennet 

HOLT : Thomas 

HOOKE : Thomas 

s-m 1 636 - 16492 

l s -m 15th Mar 1 634 -
f c .  May 1 648 (died 

• p-c Mar 1575 - Jun 1 5 76 

s -m 1620/1  - 1631/2/3/4 

p-c 1 /2  a year 1608-9 

. s-m 
3/ 4 of a year 

159 7-8 

p-c  Aug 1 5 78 - Sep 1583  

s-m 1/ 2 a year 1604 - 5  

s-m Sep -1 581+ 2 

l s-m 1 8th Apr 1567  -
Sep 1591  

s -b 1562+2 

-

I 
.. . 

\'l.... 

I 
a skinner ( ? )  6 Mentioned as res ident in the

2 Par l iamentary Survey 1 649 . 

began psalms (clock-'-mender) Paid for mending the c lock 1 624-5 , 
162 1 - 2 ,  1 6 25-6 , 1625-6 , 1627-8 , 1630- 1 .  
1628 - 30 ,  1630-1  

. 

[This name does not occur in the 
accounts ]  

almsman barber 
2 

1568-91  
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HORNE :  Thomas 

HOSIER : Richard 

HUGGINS : Robert 

HUNT : Henry 

HUSON : Robert 

INGLOTT : Edmund 
(senior) 

INGLOTT : Edmund 
(j unior) 

INGLOTT : Wi l l iam 

I 

- - • • •
•

• - - - - - ---•-O H O•• • • •- - -- • •• ••-• - -

s-m 1626/7 - Apr 1633 sacrist 1637-8 
p-c  27th Apr 16331 - 1642-3-

16492 

s-m 29th Jan 16261 -
1 626/7/8 

s -rn Jun 1609 - Sep 1609 
then 
s-m 1/4 of a year 16 12 -

13  

s -m Sep 1 598  - Jun 1599 

p-c Mar 1 575 - Jun 1575 

MofC 31st Dec 1 5602 -
Mar 1 583 

s-b  +1568+3 

s-m Sep 1578  - Sep 1 579 
8 (  

s -b +1568+3 

s-m Sep 1 580  - Sep 1581  
eptst Sep 1583  - Sep 

1 5 84 
! s -m 1586-7 i MofC 1587/8/9 - J= 151 

I ']  

Mentioned as resident in the Parlia-
mentary Survey 1649 . 2 

Something to do with cathedral in 
1550 . 2 

1597  - c . 1607 org Seems always to have been involved 
at Hereford Cath- with the choir even when not in rain 
edral (from the l ists of accounts : e . g .  
Fitzwi l l iam Vir- 158 1 -2  paid 50s for taking the p lace 
ginal Book ed . of his father (MofC) when i l l ,  
Maitland & Squire 1582-3  paid - �Os for di ligenc� ih his  

. 1 899) ,_. 
continued . . .  ,_. 
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JACKSON : · Arthur 

JOLYE : Thomas 

KNAPTON : John 

KNOTT : Michae l 

LANGFORD : Edward 

org 8th May 1588 1 -
1591

1 org Jun/Jul 1 6 1 1  -
Dec 162 1  

�--

s-m Sep 1590  - Sep 1603  
gosp Sep 1603 - Sep 16CE 
epist Sep 1605 - Sep 

1606/ 7 
s-m Sep 1606/7  - 1609/ 

1 0/ 1 1 / 1 2  

p-c +1 549+2 

p-c Mar 1585 - Jun 1591  

epist 1585/6  - 1591  

s-m c . Jun 1601  - c . Jul 
1602 

Wait c . 1 586-1612 8 

1592-9  at St . 
George ' s  Chape l ,  
Windsor . 4 

' ' 

I '-t 

attendance in the choir , 
1584-5  £4 for attendance in choir . 
7th May 1 5 79 granted a patent in 

reversion of MofC post . l  
Buried 31st  Dec 162 1 . 2 

Died in 16 12 . 

One of suspects · in the case of some 
anonymous pamphlets slandering 
Mayor of the City of Norwich 

(Eastern Counties Col lectanea p . 1 7 1 -
5 ) . 

According to ( 2) died Aug 2 8th 1590 . 

In frequent trouble  at Windsor for 
being drunk and abusive in the 
choir . Dismis sed in 1597 , he was 
reinstated soon after but did not 
mend his ways and had to be imp- _ 
ri soned 16th Jul 1599  forcing him 
to res ign his p lace . 4 

...... 

N 
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L!u\JGHERN E :  Thomas 
I 

s -m  Jun 1581  - Sep 1586 

[ Langham) then 
p-c Sep 1586 - Mar 1 5 87 
then 
s -m Sep 1587  - Sep 1603 

LANGLEY : George I s-b �1 6 25+1 

LAWRENCE :  Wi l l iam I p -c  Dec 1580  - Sep 1581 

LYMBERT : Stephen 

MEARS : Thomas 

p-c Dec 1 5 74 - Mar 1575 

s -m 15th Nov 1 6391 -
16492 

... � 

Wait ( ?  p erson of 
this name in 
1638) 8 

(Headmaster) 

, .  I 

I S  

6th Dec 1625  prov1s1on made for 
his diet to MofC . l 

1569-98 Headmaster of Norwich Grammar 
Schoo l . 

Part of the riot ( end of Dec 1 5 74 or 
early Jan 1575)  in which he and 2 
others (Thomas Chapman a p-c , Thomas 
Roberts p-c)  �omplained about the 
singing of the service and wished 
s inging to be utterly banished in 
the church . Lymbert known as a 
staunch Puritan . ?  

Named as still  res ident in the 
Parliamentary Survey 1649 . 2 

6th Feb 1642  admoni shed for di s ­
respect towards Dean . l  

...... 
N 
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MERRIC K :  Wi l l iam 

MOLLE : John 

MONSE : Richard 

MOODY : Thomas 

MORE : John 

MORES : Thomas 

MORLEY : Thomas 

�--

2 
gosp 1 6 1 0  - 1613/14  
p - c  1 6 1 3/ 14 - 1631/2/3/ 

4 

s-m 9th May 1 5 721 -
Dec 1574 

p-c Jun 1 5 75 - Sep 
1576/7 

s-m Jan 1608 - Jul 
2 1636 

s-m +1549/50 -
1550/ 1+2 

s -m +1649
2 

MofC Ma:r 1583  - Jun 
1587  

precentor 
1628-9  , 1 1637-8 
sacrist  
1622-3 , 162 3-(, 
1626- 7, 11629-3( 
1630-1  

Wait c . 1616-+ 
( 1636) 8 

1586 ( ? 1587  surel� 
at. St . Paul ' s  
Cathedral . 4 
1592  elected 
gentleman of the 
Chapel  Royal . 4 

lb 

9th Jul 1614  admonished for exceeding 
neg ligence and abs enc e . l 

A composer - paid 16 15 - 16  £9 for 
"writing and pricking" books for 
the choir . 

1629-30 supp lied nai l s  and candle­
j ackets to the cathedral .  

On his admittance swori\ to renounce 
the "bishop of Rome" . 

Buried 20th Jul 1 636 . 2 

Mentioned as resident in the 
Parliamentary Survey 1 649 . 2 

1 6th Sep 1 574 granted patent in 
reversion of MofC post (Ledger Book 
I I I )  - thi s  means he would · have 
been only 17 years old at the time 
( 2  motets of his in the Bodleian 
Library give their date of com­
position as 1 576 and Mor l ey ' s  age 
as 19) . 

/continued 
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MOSSE : S imon s-m 1 592/3/4/5/6/7 -
Sep 1609/ 1 0/ 1 1 / 1 2  

MONTI NG : Thomas ls-m 2 7th Apr 16331 -
Feb 1685/6 2 

NORGATE : lH l liam lp- c  Sep 1590  - 1 598/9 

PARSLEY : Osbert s-m from the Reformation 
- Jun 1 5 85 

PATTRICKS : Richard ls-m Jun 1609 2 - Sep 1 6ol
l s -m 1 /4 o f  a year 1 6 1 2 - 1 3  

PEC K :  John !P - C  

I 

I 
+1567 1 - Dec ( ? )  ! 1567 Keeper of  

1 569 (died�Evidence in the 
lrreasury House . 

I 
I 

�ornexweaver (? ) 6 

, ,  

The commonly held supposition that 
Mor ley was a s -b c . 1565-72  does 
hold good as his name is  not mentioned 
in the 1568 Royal Commission list . 3 

He was dismissed 29th Dec 1 6041 and 
reinstated 2nd Jan 1 6081 but was 
sti l l  paid throughout period 1604-8 . 

Often paid .no instead o f  normal s -m 
£8  - also many '-rewards ' for di l i ­
gence and attendance i n  the choir . 

A composer - (�ee Tudor Church mus ic 
Vo l .  X) his Te Deum said to have 
been performed before queen on her 
progress to Norwich 1 5 78 (N . Boston 
' The Mus ical History of Norwich 
Cathedra l '  - as usual he gives no 
reference for thi s statement) . 

( 1 2th Sep 1567 made Keeper of the 
Evidence in the Treasury Hous e1) .  

,v 
c.,., 



PECKOVER :  Michael 

PENN : Peter 

PHI LPOTT : Richard . 

P ICKERINGE ; Thomas 

PIJRTON : Thomas 

QUASH : Thomas 

REDE : John 

[Reade ) 
[Reeve ] 

REDE : Thomas 

. .  

s-b +1568+3 

s-m Sep 1591  - 1 592/3/4/ 
5/6/ 7 

s-m 21st Aug 1589- -
Dec 1 589 

�-c 1 587/8/9 - Sep 1590 

s -m 10 th Dec 1614 1 - 1626 
epist 29th Jan 16261 -

Jun 1639 

s-m 1609/ 1 0/ 1 1/ 1 2  -
c . Dec 16382 

p-c Sep 1576/7 - Jun 1 585 

s-m 14th Feb 15671 -
1571/2/3/4 

;D- c 1 5 71/2/3/4 - c . Mar 

r 
1 575 

! 

began psalms 
162 1 - 2 , 1636-7 , 
1637-8 . 

,,�ait 1 3th Jun 161:zi 

; 

, .  

Admitted in the p lace o f  a tenor . l 
Wi l l  proved 28th Sep 1639 . 2 
Admonished 3rd Feb 1627  for attempting 

to draw away the chief choir boy . 1 

• l Formal ly  admitted only on 9th Oct 1620 . 
Buried 9th Dec 1638 . 2 
Admonished for "notorious" abs

1
nce and 

negligence 1614 , 161 5 ,  161 7 .  

Possibly granted s -m patent in reversion 
1 8th Aug 1573  (name of Reve) . 1 

Admitted as a bass . 1 

.. 

.i:,. 
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RED ING : Joseph 

lo 

p-c 2 3rd Jun 1634 1 -
Jun 1644 

ROBERTS : Thomas l p-c  Sep 1574 - Mar 1 5 76 

ROBINSON : Thomas l p- c  Sep 1599  - 1 6 16/7/8/ 
• 9/ 20/21  

ROWSE : Anthony p-c Jun 1 5 78 - Jun 1 5 79 

RUDD : Richard s-b +1562➔
2 

RUDDE : Richard s -m +1549-50➔
2 

SADLINGTON : Rich- 1 p-c  6th �ay 1 5 79 1 -
ard Mar 1585  

I 
I 
I 

Chanter 1 3th 
Oct 16391 

23rd Jun 1 634 pre­
sentation of St . 
Augustine ' s . l 

curate St . Swithlll"f 
Norwich5 

1 0th Sep 1584 
"Felmingham Vicar­
age to fourthpart 
Fe lmingham Rectory 
[incumbent ] Richarc 
Sadl ington . 1 1 5 

, . 
I 

---, 

2nd Sep 1 639 admoni shed for frequent 
absence . l 

Part of the riot (and of Dec 1574 or 
early Jan 1575)  in which he and 
Stephen Lymbert , Thomas Chapman 
complained about the s inging of the 
service and wished singing to be 
utter ly bantshed in the Church . ?  

1 5 74-5  shares stipend with J�1n Dyas -
perhaps part-time to fi l l  a vacancy . 

..... 
N 
V1 
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SADLINGTON : Thomas l gosp Sep 1605 - Sep 1606 
then 7 
p-c 3/4  of a year 1607-8  
then 

SANDLEY : Peter 

(Sand lyn]  
[Sa1 1dl ing] 

SAUNDERS : George 

gosp 16 1 3/ 14 - 16 16/ 7/8/ 
9/20 

then 
p-c 1616/7/8/9/20  -

Jun 1638  (died?) 

s -m Sep 1606/7 - 1668 2 

gosp 3/4 of a year 1 608 
9/ 1 0  

p - c  1 609/ 1 0/ 1 1  - 1554 2 

�lofC Sep 162 1  - Sep 1629  

Wait (Jul 1610  on 
probation : Jan 1 6 1  
ful l  member) . 8  
Once an apprentice 
to Henry Baker a 
groccr . 2 

Precentor 1 620

]

1 3th Feb 1 6 1 1  
1 62 1 - 2 ,  1623-4 , pres entation o f  
1624-5 , 1 625-6 , either St . Augus -
1629-30 , 1630- 1 tine ' s  or St . 
1 634 -5 , 1 642-3+ Saviour ' s  Norwich+ 

Curate o f  St . Luke

J

' 
Chapel 1 6 1 7/8/9/20 

2 1  - ( ? ) 1654 . 
3rd Mar 1641  to 
Vicarage of Bawber 
(but 3 months lat 
someone e l s e  
appoi nted) . 1 

I 

r-....._ ----

Admonished frequently for "notorious" 
negl i gence , absence and living with 
a woman ( 1 6221 ;  1 629 1 twice ; 1 6301) 
fina l ly expe l led 1 6301 but sti l l  
paid ti l l  Jun 1638 . 

1 7th Mar 1620 . admonished for "malpert­
ness and sauciness" towards Dean . 1 

25th May 1 639 substituted for U .  Gibbs 
at the organ but drunk and incapable  
of performing the Service properly . l 

An organ-mender paid 1 6 1 5- 1 6 ;  1 62 1 -2 , 
1623-4 . 

Buried 1 654 . 2 

6th Feb 1 642  admonished to be more 
sober . l  

,_. 
N °' 
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SAYl'iELL : John 

Sl-lANC K :  Wi l l iam 

SHRIEF : 
('al ias Kyrbye� : 

John 

SMYTH : Edward 

SMYTH : Henry 

SOWTER : John 

I, 

p-c  -<-1549+2 

s -b +1568->-3 

p-c 
0

+1549➔
2 

· l p-c  1 1 th Oct 1624 -
1649 2 

��? 9t;
1

i1�; 15671 -► 

( 1 5 74) 

s -m 1606/7 - 1616/7/8/91 
2 0  

then 
gosp 1 616/7/8/9/20  -

1641➔ 

Precentor 1626-
71

1 1637- 8 . 
Sacrist  1625-6

1 1627-8 , 1628-9  
1634-5  

worstead weaver6 

( ?  a l l  Sowter 
fami ly seem to 
have been in this 
trade) 

)--- \ 

One of suspects in the case of some 
anonymous pamphlets s landering 
Mayor of the City of Norwich (Eas tern 
Counties Col lectanea p . 1 7 1 -5) . 

One of suspects in the case of some 
anonymous pamphlets s landering 
Mayor of the City of Norwich (Eastern 
Counties Collectanea p . 17 1 -5 ) . 

Mentioned as res ident in the Parlia­
mentary Survey 164 9 . 2 

,� "' " 
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SPRATT : Peter 

STANTON : Robert 

s-m 24th Dec 15731 -
1598 

then 
epist Sep 1598 - Sep 

1604 
then 
s-m Sep 1604 - Sep 1609 

(died) 

1 p-c +1567 - Dec 1 575 

STEPHENSON : Roberti p-c 19th Sep 15721 -
1 5 79/80 

STOKES : John 

STORTDAY : 
Marmaduke 

SYAR : Wil liam 

SYER : W i l l iam 

3 p-c +1568 � ( 1 5 74) 

s-m 1/ 2 of a year 
1605-6 

1 s -m Sep 1607 - Jul 1608 

gasp Jun 1582  - Sep 1582 
then I s-m Sep 1582  - Sep 1584 

Wait c . 1 5 77 - 1601 
retired8 

<'l {)__ 

Noted as a Doctor of Divinity in Royal 
Commission List . 3 

24th Mar 1608 a l l owed to stay to St . 
John Baptist only ,  unless he1can 
prove sufficiency for place . 

2nd Jul 160� discharged for insuf­
ficiency . 

(This man could be the same person 
as Wi l l iam SYAR) 

/continued ..... 
N 
0) 
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TAYLOR : Wi l l iam 

THOMYESON : Thomas 

THORPE : John 

TODDE : Anthony 

TOLLER : John 

I. 

then 
s -m 1 587/8/9 - Sep 1590  
then 
s-m Mar 1591  - Jun 159 1  

s -m 9th Dec 1615 1 -
1 Dec/Jan 1616-17  

p-c  1579-80  (Audit Book 

s-m 

s -b 
then 

+1 549+2 

+1568+3 

s -m Dec 1577  - Sep 157� 
80 

p-c +1560 2 - 1 5 74 2 

(di ed) 
to 1560 rector of 
St . Mary-in-the

2 Marsh (Norwich) 
1560 appointed 
rector of Buckton 
or Boughton . 2 

1563 presented to 
rectory of Spix-

2 worth in Norwich . 
1 5 74 noted as  
rector of St .Mary 
in-the -Marsh and 
St . Vedas t (Nor-

wich) 

1� 

1 5 8 1  el ected 
Gentleman of the 
Chapel Royal . 4 

'!' 

"l '3 

, .  

One o f  suspects i n  the case  o f  some 
anonymous pamphlets s l andering fue 
Mayor of the City of Norwich (Easterr 
Counties Col lectanea p . 1 7 1 -5) . 

(See also  John Col ler) 

/ continued . . .  ,_. 
N 
\D 
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TOOKE : Andrew 

TOWNELEY : Thomas 

TUDDENHAM : Erasmus 

TURKER :  George 

TURNER : Humphrey 

p-c  +1 549+2 

l p - c  4th Nov 1638  -
May 1642 2 

s-m 28th Jan 1601 1 -
Mar 1 605 

then 
s -m 1 /4 of a year 1605-6 

s -m Dec 1591 - 1 592/3/4 
5/6/7 

gosp 15�0-l  1 p-c 25th Aug 1 5 8 1  but 
paid as epist Sep 1 5 8 1 -
Sep 1 5 8 2  
then 
gosp Sep 1582  - Sep 1 5 8, 
then 
p - c  Sep 1583  - Mar 1585 

- • 

sacrist 1 639-401 

precentor - 1 640- 1 

I 

--

I 
-- - -

2-4--

\ ·  

when St . Peter 
Permountergate 
brought in union 
with them. 5 

One o f  suspects in the case of some 
anonymous pamph lets slandering the 
Mayor of the City of Norwich . 
(Eastern Counties Coll ectanea p . 1 7 1 -

5 . )  

1 9th Oct 1 639 Buried 25th May 1642 . 2 

order to  confer St 
Saviour ' s  Church , 
Norwich . l .. 

Admitted as a probationer1 but paid 
from Dec 1601 . 

1 580- 1  paid as gosp with Robert 
TURNER - shared pos t . 

j 
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TURNER : Robert 

TUSSER : Thomas 

TI�AYTES : Thomas 

TWISTER : Robert 

TYBENHAM : Geoffrey 

j gosp 1580-1  

I 

s -m c . 1559  - 1561  
then 

2 
p-c  2nd Jul 1561  - 1 5 72 

p-c  Sep 158 1 - Dec 1607 

s -rn 1 5 79-80  (Audit Book) 

s -m +1562+2 

. I  
I 

. .  

9th Oct 1587  
instituted to  
rectory of Thorpe 
Epi scopi . 5  
1 604 S t .  Simon 
and St . Jude 
brought in union 
with Thorpe . 5 

. I 

. 
i 

'.l.. � 

'. ·  

1580-1  paid a s  gosp with Humphrey 
TURNER - shared post . 

s -b St . Paul ' s  7th Apr 1 564 granted MofC patent in 
Cathedral reversion on the death of Edmund 

Engl ott . 
In London 1572  - 1580  (death) . 
Wrote apparently famous didactic poem 

"Five Hundred Points of Good Hus -
bandry united to as many of God 
Housewifer�•( l573) . 

( Information from ' Thomas Mor l ey of 
Norwich ' - Watkins Shaw : Mus ical 
Times . . . . .  ) 

1597  Visitation - did not read the 
Injunctions , Homi l ies , or find a 
monthly preacher , or citechise the 
youth at St .. . Simon and St . Jude . 
(Bishop Redman ' s  visitation 1597  -
Norf . Ree . Soc . XVI I I) 

[see comment for Thomas BOWMAN] 
·. 

Gave evidence to Mayoral Court re 
action over c lose . Said . to be aged 
66 years at the time . 2 

..... 
vl ..... 

. 
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WALKER : Leonard s -m 1585/6  - Sep 1592  Jun 1587  - Sep 1587  took over MofC 
then j ob for this quarter after Thomas 
epist Sep 1592 - Dec Morl ey had left . 

1598 

WALKER : Peter s -m 3 / 4 of a year 1602-3 

WALKER : Ri chard s -m Jun 1590 - 1592/ 3/4, 18th Nov 1585 patent in reversion of 
5/6/7 a sum ' s place . l 

then Had 40s "to s erve the choir" but being 
gosp 1592/3/4/5/6/7 - negligent in his duty , the grant was 

Sep 1603 cancel l ed 1 9th Oct 158 7 . l 

then .. 
s -m Sep 1603 - Dec 1603 

WARDE : Alexander 2 s-b 1562 ➔ ( 1568) instituted 26th Mar 1562 . 2 

WATKINS : Thomas s -m 1; 2  a year 1 6 1 2 - 1 3  

WH ITE : Thomas l p-c 7th Feb 1588  ➔ 

(Sep 1590) 

WH ITG IFT : John p-c  1592/3/4/5/6/ 7 -
1606/7 

WI LKENSON : Thomas s-m Sep 1 575 - Sep 1578 Sang in the choir sometime during .the 
then year 158 1 - 2  - paid 3s 4d in ' reward ' 
gosp Sep 1578  - 1 5 79/80  s ection of accounts . 
then 

I p-c  1579/80 - Dec 1580  ..... 
(.,-l 
l'v ' 
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WI LLIAMSON : - - - -- -

WI LSON : Anthony 

WOODSON : John 

YOUNGS : Richard 

YEOWLE : Thomas 

.. 

p-c 1579-80  (Audit Book� 

s-m 2nd Mar 1 5 731 - I I Wait 8 

1 5 8 7 (died) 

p-c 1 6 16/7/8/9/20  - l sacrist 1 6 2 1 -2 
1 624 

s-m Dec 1603 - 1606/ 7 
then 
gosp 1 606/ 7  - Jun 1608  

p-c Jun 1 58 7  - Sep 1590  

1 6th Apr 1608  
presented with 
Vicarage of 
Barburgh . 

30th Jan 1590 
union "Kirk ley to 
mediety of Pake­
field : ( incumbent 
Thomas Yowle . 1 1 5 

8th Oct 1 624 
admitted to King ' s  
Col lege , Cambridge 

(Vicarage of 
Barburgh?)  

+- 1587  
Westminster Churcl 
( ?paid 6s 6d for 
coming from it) 

-

-
'1-7 

[see comment for Thomas BO¼i1A.N) 
I think this is wrongly transcribed or 

original l y  written for WILKENSON . 

Went with the rest of the Norwich 
Waits to Cadiz  on Drake ' s  Expedition 
and perished there ( 1587) . 

1 589-90 paid on ly £9 so must have left 
early . 

-
(.,-l 
(.,-l 
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APPENDIX I 

The Statutes of Henry VI I I  

(taken from U.beA Mi.J.i �e..U.aneo�um 2 pages 23-55  

in the Dean and Chapter depos i t ,  Norfo lk and 

Norwich Pub l ic Record Office : original in Latin) 
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APPENDIX I 

The Statutes of Henry VI I I  

(taken from Ubvz. M,u., c.e.Lfoneoll.um • 2 pages 23-55 

in the Dean and Chapter deposit, Norfolk and 

Norwich Public Record Office : original in Latin) 



l 

J 

j 

l 

135  

1 Of the numbe rs 

Firs tly we de cree and o rdain th at the re will be p erpe tu ally in th e said 

cath edral one Dean ,  six Canons , . . .  eigh t . . . Mino r Canons , one Deacon , one 

Subd eacon , six Lay Clerks , one Mas te r  of the Choristers , eigh t Choris te rs , 

two Instru cto rs of th e boys .. . 

20 Of the qu ali ty , ele ction and admission o f  the Mino r Canons and 

Clerks 

Because we decree th at God be celebrated in this ou r church wi th hymns , 

psalms and perpe tu al p rayers, we de cree and wish th at there should be ei ght 

Priests , a Deacon and a Subdeacon who sh all read the Gosp el and the Epistle, 

all of whom we appoin t to sing the praises of God dilig en tly in our chu rch . 

They should be to the g re atest  possible ex ten t le arned and of good repu tation 

and hones t convers ation and fin ally they should be skilled in the art of musi c. 

Also they should be chosen when a place be comes vacant by th e Dean, o r  in h is 

absen ce the Vi ce - Dean , and Ch ap ter and moreove r  on their admission they wil l 

subs cribe to an o ath 

22 Of the residence of the ministers . 

We o rdain and d ecree th at the Minor C anons, Clerks and all the res t  o f  

the minis ters in ou r chu rch , sh all be perp etually residen t .  No -one is per-

mi tted to leave ou r church throu ghou t the whol e day or night unle ss they had 

p reviously ob tained permission from the Dean o r  in his absen ce t he Vi c e -Dean. 

If anyone , howev er, goes ag ains t this , he should be given a dis cretionary 

fin e by the Dean o r  in his absen ce the Vi ce -De an . Bu t if any of the ministe rs 

of th e choir dis cour�eously leave th e �hurch wi thou t givin g three mon ths 

no tice we wish th at he forfei ts thre e m on ths wage s by the Dean or in his 

absence the Vice- Dean . Anyone of the M inor  Canons 1vho is ab sent  from Greater 

• Mass o r  from Ma t i n s  sh al l be f ined ld ; also anyone absen t from Vespers or 
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Comp l ine }I; a lso  anyon e abs en t from the First , the Th ird , the Sixth , t he 

Ninth j-<l ;  an yone from t ho Cho ir who has not entered be fore the first p sa lm 

has ended or b ef ore the KyJue, Ee.won in the Mass � ; anyone who th inks 

l ight ly of a dut y p lac ed on h im by the Precentor 2d; and any of the C lerks 

in the ch oi r indeed may be pun ished with a d iscret ionary f ine by the Dean 

and the g reat er part of the res ident Can ons who sha l l  stand in j udgem ent on 

th e C lerks .  The sum dep riv ed for abs ences at the end of each quarter ,  h oweve r ,  

sh ou ld be equa l ly d iv ided a mongst those p resent and d iv ided acc ord ing t o  the 

number of day s for wh ich they were p resent , so  that th ose wh o were present 

for  m ore days sh ould re ceive  a g reater share than th os e  who t ru ly att ended 

less : - m ore ove r ,  so  that the m in or Canons , p r iests and m in ist ers of ou r church 

may more d i l igent ly perform the ir dut ies , we g ive them perm iss ion to en j oy one 

other ecc les iast ica l benef ice on ly t ogether with the i r  a forement ioned serv ice 

in the church on con di on that th is bene fice is n ot further than 24 m i les 

d istant f rom the c i ty of Norwich . . .  

23 Of the Precent or and h is off ice 

We wi l l  and ordain th at one of the Min or Can ons , wh o is of mature age 

and d ist ingu ished in character and educat i on ,  shou ld be chosen by the Dean 

and Chapte r int o the off ice of Precent or . His off ic e sha l l  be to guide th e 

s ing ing o f  the psa lms with decency and p rov ide and lead t o  oth ers with h is 

v o ice , just as if he were their guide , so t hat no d iscord sh ou ld  arise betwe en 

the s ingers . Al l the M in or Can ons and the rest of the C le rks sh ould be re ady 

to  enter the ch oir and s ing at the h ours of importanc e. Whatever he sha l l  

have p rescribed t o  read or s in g ,  they must obey readi ly. Moreove r, he sh a l l  

tru ly n ot e  withou t  afiy dece it  or ma l ice the abs entees from D iv ine Office 

both of the De an and Can ons and a l l  m in isters in the ch oir  wh ich he shall 

fa ith fu l 1 y  report e very 1 5  d ays in t he Ch apt er Hou se in the p resence of the 

res i d ent Canons. I f ,  h owever , any of the Min or Canons or C lerks sha l l  p rove 
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a cause f or h is abs ences ,  it should b e  val id i f  approved by the Dean or in 

h is abs en ce  th e V i ce-Dean . Moreov er ,  he shou ld make certa in th e books ass ig­

n ed to  th e ch oir ar e well looked a fter and pr es erv ed . F inally , howev er many 

t im es h e  sh ould b e  away fr om th e cath edral , h e  should app o int a deputy wh o 

sh ould d is charge th e same duty fa ithfully . Th is man shall prom ise w ith a 

s ol emn oath t o  b e  r espons ibl e constantly f or all thes e th ings . 

24 Of th e Sa cr ist 

We  d ecr ee and w ish that on e of th e Minor Can ons , an in dustrious and trust ­

w orthy man , should be  chosen by th e D ean , or in h is abs en ce the Vice-Dean , and 

Chapt er wh o shall b e  cal l ed the Sa cr ist in wh i ch h e  w il l  look after th e Altar 

of th e t empl e ,  of th e Chape ls ,  of th e v estments , of the books , of th e Chal i ces ,  

of th e m onuments and oth er ornaments . . . 

25 Of the Ch or ist ers and th eir Master 

We d ecr ee  and orda in that th er e should be  in ou r af or ement ioned church 

a ccord ing t o  th e ch oice  of th e Dean , or in h is ab sen ce th e V ice-Dean ,  and 

Chapt er , eight ch orist er s ,  boys of t ender a ge and tun eful voi ces, sk il l ed in 

s ingin g  who shall s erve and m in ist er and s in g  in th e ch oir and have instru ct ion 

and tra in in g t owards th is t o  such a r easonabl e degree  of expert ise in th e art 

of s ingin g .  W e  w ish that one man sh ould be  ch os en by th e Dean , or in h is 

abs en ce th e V i c e -Dean , and Chapt er out of th e s ix cl erks previously m ent i on ed ,  

wh o sh ould b e  o f  hon ourabl e  reputat ion and l if e ,  expert in s inging and p la yin g 

th e or gans wh o sh ould devot e  h ims el f stud iously to  tea ch ing  th ese  boys t o  pla y 

th e organs in h is own time , and th e s inging of D iv ine  Off ices .  I f  h e  is f o w1d 

to be n e gl i gent or la zy in h is tea ch in g dut ies , he should be removed fr om 

O ffice after admon it ion . W ith respect to  th e f a ithfu l dis char ge of h i s  dut ies , 

h e  shou ld a lso  be bound by an oath. 
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29 Of th e Common Tab i e  of th e M inis t ers 

In order tha t th ose who m eet togeth er and pra is e  God tog eth e r  in th e 

choir m ay a l so eat together an d pra ise  God tog ether a t  th e tabl e ,  we dec ree 

and wish tha t both all th e Min or Canons and m in isters in t h e choir  and th e 

teach ers of  th e boys a t  the Grammar School and all other l ower m inisters of 

our church and als o th e boys wh o are in th e ch oir and at th e Grammar Sch ool 

should eat and f eas t in th e C ommon Ha l l ,  if it  is a t  all p oss ibl e . . .  

31 Of th e � t ip en ds of the m inis ters in our church , 

We decree and wish that a t  th e end of ev ery yea r  s tip ends should be  pa i d  

to  the m inisters of our church by th e hands of th e Treasurer from th e r ev enues  

of our church . . .  in equal p ortions which a re as foll ows : t o  each Minor Canon 

f or h is portion £5 2s Od . . .  Ep istol er £4 Ss 2d . . .  ch oristers 15s . . .  

sacris t  40s 

[Th ere is an emp ty l ine wh ere th e Gosp ell er entry sh oul d hav e been ]  

3 2  Of th e Cel ebration o f  D iv ine Serv ic e  

We d ecree and orda in that th e M inor Canons and Cl erks together with th e 

Gosp �ller and Ep ist ol er and with th e Mast er of th e Choris ters do da ily p erform 

D ivin e O ff ic es in th e choir of our templ e  acc ording to th e cus tom and hab it  of 

the oth er ca th edral church es . We  do not  wi sh to  obl igate th em to  sing tl1es e  

off ic es a t  n igh t .  Moreov er ,  w e  wish tha t on Princ ipal Feast days th e Dean , 

on Grea ter Doubl e Feast  days th e Vic e- Dean , and on th e remain ing Doubl e Feas t  

days th e can ons each one in th eir  turn sh ould c el ebrate  publ ically th e serv ic es 
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APPENDIX I I  

The Statutes of  E li zab eth I 

(BM Stow e M s . 128 - ex tr acts  taken from 

a tran scr ipt made and kindly l en t  by D r. Al an Smi th) 
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0£ th e body of th e c o l leg e  and th e numb er p erta in ing 

t o  th e same  

ImpTim is, w e  w i l l  an d ord a in and decree th at th ere sha l l  be  one Dean 

an d s ix p reb ends or canons p eTp etua l ly And for th e b ett er ma int enanc e  

of th e s erv ic e  of God and know l edge of h is w ord w e  w i l l  that th ere sha l l  be 

a lso  one l ea rn ed and grav e man to  be  reader of th e Div in i ty Lecture, s i x  

preach ers, on e p ub l ic m in ist er f or a l l  that dw e l l  w ith in th e prec inct o f  

th e sa id cath edra l church, s ix p etty can ons, a pri est, a deacon , an ep ist o l er 

and gosp e l ler, on e exp ert man in mus ic, schoo lmast er of th e Ch orist ers, s ix 

s ing ing m en, s ix ch orist ers, s ix sch o lars at the Grammar Scho o l, six sch o lars 

at th e Un ivers ity of Cambridge, a l l  wh ich Lecturer [ et c . ]  . . . sh al 1 be  chosen 

by th e Dean and Chapt er . . .  

O f  th e p ub l ic m in ist er, h is off ic e and st i p end 

It em, w e  w i l l, orda in and decree that th ere sha l l  b e  a public m inis ter, 

a pries t  of hon est, g od ly l if e  and fam e, grav e ,  w is e, and learn ed , who s e  

office sha l l  b e  t o  m in ist er (in such church o r  cha p e l  as sha l l  b e  ass ign ed 

unt o h im by th e dean and chapt er) sac ram ents and sacram ent a ls according t o  

th e ord er of th e Church of Eng land, t o  a l l  th e inhab itants w ithin the p rec inct 

of th e sa id cath edra l church, and th e parish ion ers of th e lat e d isso lv ed 

church of Marsh t o  v is it th eir s ick, bury th eir dead, and t o  d o  a l l  th in gs 

that sha l l  app erta in t o  a pub l ic m in ist er .  He sha l l  a lso  read th e gosp e l  at 

ev ery Comm un i on w ith in th e cath edra l ch urch , and as of t as it is  to be  sung 

or sa id, and he sha l l  rec eiv e quart erly f ifty sh i l l ings, and a l l  th e tith es 

predia l and p ers ona l, app ert ain ing to  th e parish of th e l ate d i sso lved church 

of Marsh . 

Of th e p et ty c anons and their s t i.pcnd s 

It em , w e  w i l l, ord a in and decree th a t  th ere sh a l l  be s ix pet ty canon s , 
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priests  of honest and god ly li fe and fame ,  and such as shall giv e  them s elves 

cont inua lly to th e study of th e holy scriptures, and to th e s erv ic e of 

Alm igh ty God. And th ey sh all reverenc e and obey in a ll lawful and hon e st 

th ing s th e Bishop of Norwich fo r the time  b eing , th e dean of th e cath edral 

churci1 and every prebend of th e sam e . th ey sha ll be  bound to cont inua l res i ­

denc e ,  upon pain to pay for ev ery Sunday o r  ho l iday that any of them sha ll 

b e  ab sent 8d and for every working day 4d , un l es s  th ey b e  l ic en s ed by th e 

dean or h i s  sub st itute, who may grant unto any of th.em 2 0  days in a qua rter 

to be absent , and not abov e ,  and every on e of th em sha ll rec e iv e  f ifty sh i l ­

lings th e quart er and no more , 

Of the i r  off ic e and duty 

It em , w e  wi ll ,  o rda in and decree that th e s ix p etty canon s shall ev ery 

on e two month s in th e y ear , on e month in w int er ,  anoth er in summer , th e e ldest 

beg inning in January ,  say o r  sing th e Mo rn in g  o r  Ev en ing Pray er in th e cho ir ,  

and c elebra t e  th e Commun ion once with in the month at th e l ea st , and read at ,, 

every Morn ing and Ev en ing Pray er th e second les son for that month , and do all 

such oth er th ing s ,  a s  shall app erta in to th e m in i st er ' s  off ic e ,  either by 

h imself , o r  h i s  lawf ul sub st itut e ,  and ev ery of th em shall b e  present at 

ev ery sermon , and Div in ity Lecture w ith in th e sa id ch urch , and ev ery of them 

sha l l  depart f rom th e sa id. church a ft er h e  shall be  in st itut ed to any b ene fic e 

distant from th e c ity of Norw ich [not ? ]  above 10 m i l es , and to any mor e  than 

on e b en ef ic e  whereso ever th ey b e ,  and enjoy no part of th is  b en ef it the reaft er . 

Of th e Epistoler ,  h i s  o ff ic e , duty and st ipend 

It em , we will, o rda in and decree that there shall be  on e min ister  o r  

dea con of good name .and fam e ,  who s e  o ff ic e  sha ll b e  to read dist in ctly and 

pla inly ev ery mo rn ing, wi nter and summ er at six o f  th e clock in the mo rn i ng ,  

th e Morn ing Prayer ac co rding to th e o rder o f  th e Ch urch o f  Eng lan d ,  witl1 in th e 
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said cathedral church, he shall also read t h e  epistl e at ev ery Communion 

within the cathedral church, and as o ft as it is to b e  read , he s hall s ing 

o r  say the Lit any , so oft as it is to be  sung or said ,  and he shall rec eiv e 

quart erly fi fty shill ings and no mo re . 

Of the schoolm ast er, his off ic e and st ip end 

It em , w e  w ill that there shall be  a schoolm ast er of the chorist ers which 

shall be a man of honest l if e  and godly rel ig ion , skil lful in p ricksong , des ­

c ant and pl aying of the o rg ans, his off ic e shall b e  to t each the chorist ers 

to read, write, sing and play, until they be  p erfect in  the sam e ,  and h e  shall 

be bound to s erv e in the cho ir as other singing m en do , and to pl ay on the 

org ans when and as often as it shall be thought conveni ent by the chant e r ,  o r  

his subst itut e ,  and h e  shall p rov ide such songs as shall be  fit and conv eni ent 

to furnish the cho i r ,  and he shall not abs ent himsel f at any t im e  witho ut 

sp eci al l ic enc e as is before said in the st atut e of the petty c anons , and he 

shall receiv e  quart erly for his stip end f i fty shilli ngs and no more. 

Of the s inging men and their st ip end 

Item, w e  w ill that the s ix s ing ing men shall be  of honest and godly l ife 

and conv ers ation and such as shall giv e thems elv es to the serv ic e  of A lm ighty 

God , t hey shall also be  exp ert m en in pl ainsong , pricksong and descan t , they 

shall rev erenc e and obey the Bishop of Norw ich for the t im e  b eing, the dean 

of the c athedral church and ev ery prebend of the sam e  in all l aw ful and honest 

things , they shall also read the first l esson at Mo n1ing and Ev en ing Prayer , 

ev ery on e in order his month as the petty canons are bound to the second lesson 

befo re ,  and they shal l  gl adly do everything els e w ithin  the cho ir of the said 

church , whatso ev er the chant er of the said church , or hi s subst itute shall 

command them, they shall also be bound to -residenc e cont inual ly a s  the  petty 

canons , o r  upon p ain a fo resaid, and ev ery o f  them shall rec eiv e  quart erly  23s  4d . 
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Of th e chor is ter s  , 

I tem, w e  w ill, ordain and d ecr ee that ther e sh all b e  six chor isters , 

poor men 's ch ildren of the city of Norwich , or th e country thereabout , or 

o th er poor men 's  childr en bein g  mor e m eet , wh ich can sin g  th eir plainson g 

before the ir adm iss ion , which childr en shall serv e daily in the cho ir, and 

shall do such o ther th ings , w ithin the cho ir as shall b e  thought meet by the 

chan ter, h is substitute and th eir master and ev ery on e of them shall r ec eive 

quar terly 13s 4d for h is stip end and for h is l iv ery yearly at Chr istmas 13s 4d 

and no mor e . 

Of the schol ars at the Gr amm ar School 

Item, w e  w ill, ordain and d ecr ee that after any o f  the chor isters hav e  

s erved in the room of a chor is ter till h is vo i c e  b e  chan ged or b y  th e sp ac e  

of f iv e  years then h e  or th ey whos e vo i c e  is chan ged or tim e  exp ired sha l l  

b e  p l a c ed in th e common gr amm ar s chool w i th in the c ity of Norw ich for the 

sp ace o f  o ther f iv e  years , yet so that every one of them sha l l  serve in the 

choir  of th e said c athedr al church , ev ery Morning and Ev en in g Pr ayer on 

Sundays and holy days as b efor e when they w er e  chor isters , and ev ery on e of 

th em shall rec e iv e  l ike s t ip end and l iv er y ,  as wh en th ey w er e  chor is ters v i z . 

13s 4d ev ery quar t er and for the ir l iv ery at Chr istmas 13s 4d and no mor e. 

Of the s ix schol ars at Cambr idge 

Item, we will that th er e shall also be six s chol ars found at the 

Un ivers ity of Cambr idge wh ich sh all be  chos en from the common grammar school 

in Norw ich, of such s cholars as w ere chor is ters before in th e said church, 

and every on e of th em ther e to tarry under the name o f  the church schol ars  

fo r th e spac e of f ive ye ar s unl ess som e on e be judg ed no t pro fi ci ent by the 

Mas ter of th a t  house wher e he shall rema in , and the n we w ill, that he that  is 

so j udged sha l l  pr es ent ] y lose  th is bene fit an d th e o th ers to r eceive the i r  
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stipends and liveries as wh en they were choristers and scho l ars  during th e 

five years as is aforesaid , 

Of the chanter 

The chanter 's office sha ll be to moderate and rule the choir at his 

discretion ,  and to ta ke notice of all such as shall be absent, contrary to 

these statutes , and his fee shall be yearly £ 10 to be paid as is before and 

no more , And he may appoint some one of the petty canons to be his subs ti­

tute, allowing him the one half of his stipend . 

O f  the election of petty canons , singing men , chor isters 

and other officers 

Item , we will, ordain and decree that the election of p etty canons, 

singing men , choristers and all other of ficers pertaining to the sa id cathe­

dral church , shall be the last Friday in Sept emb er . . .  [and]  they shall 

choose such person or persons as they in their consc iences shall think meet 

for their life and religion to be chosen for gospeller or epistoler , into 

any petty canon , singing man or scholar 's room then being v oid .. . and it 

shall not be lawful for the said dean and chapter to grant any advo wson of  

the said rooms or p at ent in rever sion of any of the said o ffices to any pers on , 

o r  in any r espect befor e the same be presently void . Also it sh all not be 

law ful for any of the said persons or any other to exercise or enjoy tw o o f  

the said rooms or of fices . . .  

Of the divine service , ·  

Item, we will, ordain and decree that ther e shall be  dai ly service in 

the choir of the sa id church at the which service , every pet ty canon , singing 

man , chor ister and almsman shall be present from the beginning to the ending 

(except he be licensed as is afores aid) or el se have ur gent let to be approved 
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by the dean and treasurer for the time being , or their substitutes upon pain 

aforesaid, and the Morning Prayer shall begin summer and winter, holy day 

and working day at 7 of the clock , except there be a sermon or lecture and 

then the Morning Prayer shall begin at 8 of the clock at the furthest, or 

before. And the Evening Prayer shall begin winter and summer at 4 of the 

clock at the furthest ; it shall suffice to have the service in plain note, 

without any parts on the working days , with a psalm in metre at the beginning 

and ending of prayer and also before and after sermons and lectures . 

Of the assignation of lodgings and chambers 

Item, we will and decree , . , [that] the six preachers , the six petty 

canons, the six singing men and the lecturer shall have their lodgings appoin-

ted by the dean and chapter and the schoolmaster shall have the house some- , 

time called Wardrapers .  
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APPENDI X  I I I  

Orders for the Choir , 1605 

(_taken from Ubr..Jt M-0.i c.e.Uane.o/twn 2 pages 1 07 - 1 1 0  

in the Dean and Chapter deposit , Norfolk and 

Norwich Public Record Office : original in English) 



] 

j 

j 

j 

147 

Orders for the Choir in cathedral church in Norwich , being 

An extract of the old Statutes covering the number and qualities of the 

petty canons, singing men, and choristers , and the government of them with 

certain additions for better order hereafter to be kept among them, [notably] 

in the execution of divine service in the church , as otherwise confirmed ind 

ordered by George Montg6merie ,  Dean of this church . 

September 21 A . D. 1605 

1 .  The six canons, Organist , and ten singing men shall be men of good name and 

fame ; and expert in music, able to sing their parts in the choir .  

2 .  Every canon, the Organist, and singing men at his admission shall be sworn 

to the supremacy; and to keep and to observe the ancient customs and usages 

of the church; to perform due reverence and obedience to the Dean and pre­

bendaries , and such decrees as they shall make for the good and better gov­

ernment of the church; and lastly that they shall to their ut termost power 

procure the honour, credit ,  profit and dignity of the said church . 

3 .  The residence of the Canons, Organist and singing men shall be perpetual , 

for it shall not be lawful for any of them to be absent from divine service, 

or any part thereof at any time without leave of the Dean , or of his deputy 

being one of the prebendaries resident . Whoever at any time comes tardy, 

shall lose [ ] . 1 Who so is absent ,  for every service that he is absent from 

on working day shall lose ld [2d crossed out ] , and for his absence from every 

service on the Sunday and holy day shall lose 2d [3d crossed out ] ;  and for 

absence from every service on a double feast day shall lose 3d [4d crossed 

out ] ,  to be deducted out of his wages by the payment at the end of every 

quarter. 

1 - Like subsequent amounts  a figure has been crossed and another added but 
thj. s  operat ion has rend ered both unreadah le , 
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4 .  By holy days we understand such clays as by order of our Communion book are 

appointed to be kept holy. Double feast days are the so following ; Christ­

mas day, New Year 1 s day, Twelfth day, Candlemas day, Easter day, Whitsunday, 

Trinity Sunday, Ascension day, Michaelmas day, Hallowmas day, and the day 

of the coronation of the Prince . 

S. He shall be taken to come tardy , whosoever comes after the Venite ended at 

morning prayer, and after the first Gloria Patri at Evening prayer. 

6 .  TI1e punishment of all absences shall be equally divided at the quarter's 

end ; the one third part to the poor, another amongst the canons, organist 

and singing men, the third to the Chanter for his pains , 

7 .  I f  any canon, organist or singing man , shall come into the Choir without 

his surplice he shall be taken for absent, and so punished, and if any of 

them depart before the service fully ended without leave, he shall forfeit 

and lose ld. 

8. If any of them shall talk one with another, or any other in time of divine 

service, or behave themse lves unreverently they shall be punished by the 

discretion of the Dean, and in his absence by the discretion of his deputy, 

being a prebendary resident. 

9. There shall be at the beginning of every quarter one of the canons or singing 

men chosen by the Dean, or in his absence by his deputy being a prebendary 

resident who shall be called the Chant er .  

1 0 .  The said Chante r shall faithfully observe the absences and tardies  of every 

Canon , the Organist - and Singing -rne11, and shall truly present them every 

Saturday after Evening Prayer to the Dean , and in his absence to his deputy 

being a prebendary re s ident in the chapter - house at which time if any can 

alledge reasonable excuse to be allowed hy the Dean , or i n  his absence by 
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h is deputy being a prebend ar y r es ident , he sh al l be p ardoned ; otherwise the 

pun ishment af ore spec if ied shal  1 be set on the offenders ' lead t o  be with ­

dr awn out of h is wages at the qu arter 's  end , 

1 1 .  The e ight ch i ldren shal l come in surp l ices two and two decen t.  and order ly 

into the Cho ir c ont inual ly ,  and there behave themse lves reverent ly ; and if 

they be neg l igent or irreverent , or come t ardy , or dep art the Church bef ore 

the serv ice be ended, or n ot be ab le t o  s ing the ir _ parts suf fic ient ly and 

musical ly, if the ir M aster do n ot correct them for it or see the ir fau lt 

amended, by a f ine by the Dean or h is deputy be ing a prebendary res ident 

ass igned , the M aster sha l l  be pun ished by the d iscret ion of the Dean or in 

h is absence by the d iscret i on of h is deputy be ing a prebendary resident . And 

further if any ch i ld be p ast serv ice of the church or unserv ice ab le , up on 3 

months warn ing g iven to  the Master by the De an , or in h is absence by his 

deputy being a prebendary res ident , the Master shal l remove h im ,  and get 

another to  be p l aced by the Dean, or h is deputy be ing a prebendary resident , 

or e lse by d iscret i on t o  be pun ished , 

12. Where it is said bef ore th at the Ch oir sh al l be obed ient t o  th e Ch anter , it 

is further decreed th at the ch anter and the rest of the Ch oir shal l be at 

the app ointment of the De an or in h is absenc e of h is deputy be ing a prebend ­

ary resident b oth f or wh at h our serv ice sh a l l  begin at , and wh at serv ice sh al l 

be sung , or what sha l l  be re ad in the church , and f or every other thing for ­

ever, wh o if th ey or he d isobey in the ir app ointment h onest and lawfu l th ey 

and every of them sh al l be pun ished by d iscret ion of the Dean . 

1 3 .  And where as ord in ary pun ishm ents bef ore are ass igned , if n otwiths tand ing these 

pun ishments any Canons, the Organ ist or Sing in g m an sh a l l other offen d ,  wh ich 

offences or sc andal of l ife and b eh aviour sh all avail  t o  an adm on ition in th e 

chapter h ou s e  before  th e Dean, or in his ab sence befor e  h is deputy being a 

prebendary resid ent for h is fau lts, o f  wh ich adm on it i on rec ord shall be mad e ;  

, 
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and after three admonitions given, if  there be not amendment , the party 

offending in such sort as shall deserve admonition shall be forever removed 

from his place in the church ,  

14. And whereas of late some of the choir very disorderly will begin to ferry 

[i . e. to say] service when they may sing, and when the Te Deum hath been 

sung have ferried the Benedictus , and some Canons for haste . have left out 

on Wednesdays and Fridays the Litany, it is now ordered that the Canon or 

singing man that shall begin to ferry any part of the service ,  when there is 

company enought to sing (except when some of the choir are departed, so that 

for want of voices they cannot proceed in singing service )  shall lose 6d for 

every such beginning to ferry . And that canons which executing service 

leaveth out on any Wednesday or Friday the Litany shall likewise forfeit and 

lose for every such omission 6d , These faults likewise to be observed by the 

Chanter, and to be presented every Saturday after evening prayer in the 

chapter house the other before are appointed . 

15. And for the better singing of the Litany hereafter, it is ordered that the 

Chanter for the better sorting of the voices , shall assign always who shall 

sing the Litany with the Canon that executeth . Provided always , that no lay 

man of that side that the canon goeth from shall go down to the Litany , but 

alway one of the contrary side, to the end that one side be not left more 

unfurnished than the other . And to this purpose the Chanter shall have 

authority to command any one of the Choristers from time to time whom he pleas e  

to go and signify to whom the Chanter assigneth , that he is appointed to sing 

the Litany with the Canon that executeth to which appointment every singing 

man shall be obedient , upon pain to be punished by discretion , 

J 
16. And for better execution of these orders there shall be a table always hanging 

j 

J 

in the Chapter House, wherein shall be written the names of a ll  the Canons . 

Singing -men, and all other officers of the church ,  according to their s eniori -
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ties, upon whose heads the punishment of all offences to be punished as afore ­

said every Saturday at night shall be set , and from those tables at the 

quarter' s end the paymaster shall take his directions , [and deprive] from 

every man in his payment what in those tables are punished. 

1 7 . And if it shall happen neither the Dean , nor any prebendary shall be resident , 

which we well hope shall not be ; then it is ordered that in absence of them, 

the Chanter shall have authority to see these orders executed , and do all 

things as the Dean, or in his absence his deputy being a prebendary resident, 

by these orders might do , 

[ 1 8 ] And it is further ordered , that whoever shall not come unto the service before 

the Te Deum shall be reputed absent and who so departs the Ordinary service 

before the Benedictus ended , and on days when the Litany is used before the 

versicles after the petitions in the Litany be ended , and on days when the 

epistle and gospel are to be used , before the gospel ended shall reputed 

absent and so punished. 

[ 19] And whereas some of the Choir very offensively do sometime walk in the Church 

in the time of Divine service, it is also ordered that whosoever shall here ­

after in such sort offend , shall incur the penalty of an individual admonition ; 

besides his penalty of his absence. 
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APPENDIX IV 

The Statutes of James I 

(taken from a copy made in 1626 in the 

Ube.A M.0jce.llaneo�wn 4 in the Dean and Chapter deposit , 

Norfolk and Norwich Public Record Office : original in Latin) 
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Chapter 1 :  Of the number of those who support our Cathedral 

church of the sacred and undivided Trinity of Norwich 

Firstly we decree and ordain that there should be in our said church 

one Dean , six Prebendaries , six Minor Canons , one Deacon [ the Gospeller] , 

one Epistoler , eight lay clerks , one organist , eight choristers . . . one 

beadle of the poor who should blow the bellows of the organs . 

Chapter 12 : Of the qualities and admission of the Minor Canons , 

Gospeller , Epistoler , Organist and others 

Because before all things we wish that God be celebrated in this church 

with hymns , psalms and perpetual prayers and with other godly exercises sen­

sibly in keeping with the Scriptures , we decree and ordain that there be , in 

our aforesaid church , six Minor Canons , all either priests or at least deacons ; 

one Gospeller , one Epistoler , one Organist , and eight Clerks (always chosen by 

the Dean) , all of whom we appoint for the singing the praises of God , and 

reading the appointed lessons in the temple of the church . Each should be of 

good reputation and honest company, of sensible and orthodox faith , and , as 

much as is possible , education in the Holy Scriptures , so that by their mini­

stry the minds of their listeners may be drawn to embrace the true worship of 

God . Finally both the Minor Canons and the Gospeller , the Epistoler , Organist 

and Clerks should be skilled in singing , expert in voice and tal ent to serve 

in the choir . Moreover , when their places shall be vacant , the seventeen mini­

sters mentioned above shall be chosen by the Dean in consultation with certain 

Minor Canons or Clerks , who , if the Dean himself is not acquainted with the 

art of singing , are most skill ed in the craft of singing . All those shall take 

the oath at their admission in the following manner as in accordance V{ith oath 

Statute : 

Chapter 13 : The oath of the Minor Canons and all ministers of 

the church 
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1 1 1, [Name], ch os en as a member of th e cath edral church of th e sacr ed 

and undivided Trini ty in Norwich, sw ear that  , ,  . I shal l obs erve , t o  th e 

b es t  of my abili ty, a ll orders and s t a tu t es of  th e King's Majesty for this 

church, pub lished or t o  b e  pub lish ed, in so  far as th ey c onc ern me. With 

r eg ard to  th es e  things I sh all show def erence ,  obedi enc e ,  and r ever enc e to  

th e Dean and Preb endari es . Fina l ly, I shal l consci encious ly pres erve th e 

propri ety and h on our of this Church : 1 1  

We wish every minist er of our church p erform tha t  very oath on his 

admission . 

Ch ap t er 14 : Of th e pr es enc e  of ·th e Minor Can ons, Gosp ell er , 

Epistol er, Organist and C l er ks 

We ordain and d ecr ee  th at  th e Min or Can ons, Gosp ell er, Epist o l er, Organis �, 

C l erks and a ll the r es t  of th e minist ers in the s aid church shal l be  p erpetu ­

a l ly residen t . No -on e  shall b e  p ermi t t ed t o  l eave th e church unl ess having 

pr evi ously ob t ain ed p ermission eith er from the Dean or (in his absenc e) th e 

Vice - Dean or, if both ar e absen t, fr om th e s enior r esiden t Pr ebendary. If any 

minis t er of th e ch oir disc our t eously l eaves th e Cath edr al w i thout having 

pr eviously given thr ee  months notice t o  the Dean , or in his absenc e the Vice ­

Dean, w e  wish th at  this man forf eits thr ee months wag es , We wish th at each 

man , ei th er Mi11or Can ons, Gospell er, Epis t o l er, Org anist or C l erks, who has 

b e en absen t fr om Ma tins and V esp ers, sh ou ld b e  punish ed by a fin e from th e 

Dean or, in his absenc e�  th e Vice -Dean or, in hi s absenc e, th e senior res iden t  

Pr eb endary ; for each day f or which h e  was absen t from the [ ord inary] f easts 

2d, on Sundays and f estive days for each absenc e 4d, for double feast day s  

6d. We d ecl ar e th at  th e doubl e feas t days be : th e Nativi ty of our Lord , th e 

Day of C ircumcision, Epiph any, the  Puri fica tion of the V irgin Mary, East er, 

Ascension day, Pentec os t , Trini ty day (which is th e feast  day of our church 

of th e Ho ly Trini ty of Norwich) ,  the bir th of St. John th e Baptist , St . Micha e l  



l 

J 

J 

155 

the Archangel , All Saints Day. Together with these anniversaries we wish 

that all days of solemnity be celebrated in our church , such as is the day 

of our coronation and of our successors , and the day of thanksgiving for the 

liberation from the Gunpowder conspiracy , and others of that kind . Those 

who come late should be fined by ld . We say that those who come late are 

those who have come after the Psalm at Matins, and those who come after the 

first Psalm has ended at Vespers . Anyone who has been absent from hearing 

the sermons, either absent from the explanation of God' s word in our church , 

or has departed, having previously been present in that sacred body, from the 

foregoing divine prayers, should be punished by a fine of 6d . We wish it that 

those who do not come before the end of the first Lesson or leave the choir 

before the end of the second Lesson should be pronounced absent without pardon 

or lawful reason . ¼�oever in the choir thinks lightly of performing a duty 

laid on him by the precentor, should be fined a discretionary fine by the Dean. 

Of the sum of the fines at the end of each quarter or limit , we require that a 

fourth part be given to the precentor and that which remains should be given 

back into the possession of the Dean and Chapter of our church . But if any of 

the Minor Canons , Gospe ller, Epistoler , Organist or Clerks present in the choir 

shall not sing one with the other to the bad example of the rest when th ey sing 

psalms, hymns and other_ sacred songs or when any public lectures have been 

instituted or appointed for those holy days , or if the word of the meeting has 

not been diligently listened to , but also if he has cared more for enjoying his 

mutual conversation with others or his own private readings whilst paying less 

attention to public prayers , readings and songs , we wish that he be noted and 

fined for such a special kind of absence . Moreover so that the Minor Canons 

or priests of the chu_rch may more diligently perform their duties , we give 

them permission to enjoy one [other] ecclesiastical benefice only, together with 

their aforementioned service in the church on the condition that such a benefice 

should not be further than twelve m i l es distant from our city of Norwich . . . . .  

and so that the s ame service o f  his own private affairs is not detrimental to 
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the servic e  of our ch urch , we all ow tha t  it shou ld b e  lawfu l f or three min i ­

sters of the choir , d a ily and in tuTn , to be ab sent from the cho ir of the 

church to dea l wi th their pr ivate  af fa irs ; but we utter ly f orb id that i t  

should b e  laidul f or them t o  b e  absen t on Sundays , feast days , d ouble  f east 

days and on s o l emn days and on their vig ils . We wish tha t  the pr op er ord er 

be  observed in the absenc es , We decr ee and wish that whereas the nuP.1ber of 

sin gers in the choir is 16 the total numb er be  dis tr ibuted in this mann er 

that there always be S Bas ses , 5 Ten ors , and 5 C ounterten ors , Of whom we 

g ive p ermiss ion f or on e bass , one t enor and one counter t en or , each in his turn , 

to  absent h ims e lf (on the days a l lowed by this statute)  f or a who le  week fr om 

the prayers to b e  c el ebrated in our church ,  without any p enalty being imp os ed 

f or their absenc e .  At the tim e  of their absenc e ,  we will that  they wash the ir  

surplic es, if they ar e dirty ,  s o  that  no -on e  may either ask f or time of  abs ence  

on the pr etext of wa shin g  h is surpl ic e , or presum e  at  any t im e  to  en ter the  

choir without his surp l ic e , When indeed som e  in evitab l e  n ec essity happ ens 

tha t  he asks to b e  given permiss i on f or absenc e beyond the b ounds of the 

statut e  or i ts a l tern atives , we forbid that  p erm ission be  granted un l es s the 

same man f inds a subst itute  fr om his c o l l eagues with the same voice in the 

choir .  for the p e riod of his absenc e ,  or unl ess he ensur es to  ma ke up the abs ence 

in the choir. At the l east, theref ore , we wish that  there b e  13 persons p re­

s ent  in the choir to c e l ebrate d ivine  s ervic e . Ind eed we wish that ther e 

always be  a s ixteenth voice , either Bass or Counter t en or (for we do not adm it  

more  than 5 ten or s  in our choir )  an d we al l ow him and the Organ ist to have 

their substitutes of absenc e , exc ep t  on ly the organ ist is abl e to acquir e 

an other [from out s id e ]  who shall fi l l  up his p lac e when he  is absent as we l l  

as his subst itut e. We wish tha t  the organ ist do wear a surpl ic e and be  pre -

s ent in the  choir a t  the cel ebr at i on of  p Tay ers until it is t im e  for h im t o  

g o  t o  the O rgan . But i f  he is permi tted by the author i t i e s  to  be  away from 

h is pos t, and i f  h e  undertake s to supply , wi th permi ss i on , another in h is 
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p la ce for h i s  abs en ce , and if h e  has defau lt ed in mak ing u p  the nu mber ,  we 

w ish him to be f ined for h is a l lowed absen ce from that p lace . An yone absent 

three t imes in one week from D i vine Prayer s in the cho ir over and above the ir 

subst itut ions or without permis sion , we de c lare that he is cons p icuous l y 

ne gl igent and comes in fo r  admon ishment , 

Ch apter 15 : Of the Or gan ist and Chor isters 

We decree and orda in that there shou ld be in our aforement ioned church , 

in accordance with th e cho ice and nominat ion of the Dean , 8 Chor isters , boys 

of tender a ge ,  and with tune fu l vo i ces , sk i l led in sin gin g ,  who sha l l  serve , 

min ister , and s in g  in the cho ir and have inst ru ct ion and tra in ing in p la yin g 

var ious mus ica l instruments and in cie s cant to su ch a reasonab le degr ee of 

expert ise in s in gin g and p layin g  the inst ruments (if these be supp l ied a t  the 

chur ch 's expense ) in sk i l fu l ly wrou ght mus ic , We w i l l  tha t one man shou ld be 

chosen by the Dean , out o f  those serv ing in the Cho ir in the s in ging of Div ine 

Service ,  who shou ld be of honourab le repu tat ion , honest l ife ,  ski l led in 

s inging and the p layin g o f  mus i ca l instruments , and who shou ld dil igent ly 

devote h is t ime to te achin g the 8 boys in the ir t ime and superv ise the sing­

ing o f  d iv ine off i ces. We a lso wish that th is man shou ld look after the 

hea lth o f  the Chor ister s and \ve w ish that they l ive in whatever p lace he 

dwe l ls ,  and we a lso ent rust to h is fa ith and industry the ir tea ch ing and 

tra in ing in le tters and in Scr ipture , A l so we wish that in th is p lace they 

shou ld be a ccommodated at t ab le and in da i l y  l ife - a l l  of them or at least 

the four who are most f itted to serve in the Cho ir - unt i l it is poss ib le for 

them to be furnish ed and p rov ided for w ith a tab le in the Common Ha l l .  If 

th is man shou ld he found neg l igent or la zy in his tea ch ing duties , after the 

th ird warn in g he mu st b e  removed from the o ff i ce ,  With a v iew  to the faith ful  

d i s ch arge of  his  o ffice ,  he  shou ld a l so be bound by an  oath . We wil l t hat the 

Or gan ist sl1ould  cert a in ly be a man of hon ourab le reputat ion and good chara c t e r ,  
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skilled in playing the organs and in descant , who shall give the correct 

note to the choir as they are about to sing the hymns and shall accompany 

with the same when the hymns shall permit and shall praise God daily only 

with solemn melodies. 

Chapter 16 : Of the Celebration of Divine Service 

Since we have now examined the nature of the service of the ministers 

in the Choir of our church for leading the way and instruction in the Apostles, 

and since first and foremost there must be supplications, sermons and thanks­

givings by everyone in the church , we decree and ordain that in this cathedral 

church of Norwich, at morning and evening sacrifices, prayers , supplications , 

intercessions and thanksgivings be perpetually offered to God , morning and 

evening and that the praise of God be daily celebrated with voices , organs 

and melodies. We decree and ordain that the Minor Canons , Gospeller, Epi­

stoler, and Clerks, together with the Master of the Choristers , the Choristers 

and organist do daily perform Divine Service in our temple according to the 

accepted custom and habit of our other cathedral churches. Moreover we wish 

that on The Lord 's Nativity , Easter Day, and Pentecost , the Dean, if he is at 

home or in his absence the Vice -Dean , and on the feast days of the Circum­

cision , Epiphany, and the Lord' s Ascension , also of the Purification of the 

Blessed Virgin and of all Saints and on the remaining double fea�t days , the 

Prebendaries in residence in their order should publicly celebrate Divine and 

Sacred Prayers at the Eucharist in the church . . . 

Chapter 18 : Of the Common Table of the Ministers 

Since in former days it was the custom in the church of Norwich that 

those who met together and praised God in the Cho ir may also eat together 

and pra i se God at the table , and since this most laudable custom, to the most 

evi l examp le and grave detriment of Divine Worsh i p ,  has now become abolished 
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and obsolete by c are le ssne ss  if n ot impiety, we greatly de s ire it to be 

re stored in it s ent irety. So that th i s  m ight be  ef fect ively d one as  

quickly a s  pos s ible, we entreat the Dean and Chapter - indeed we lay it upon 

the ir con sc ience open ly  be fore God - and decree and orda in that the Dean  an d 

Chapter should d il igently and fa ith fully ob serve in the lett ing and hand ing 

over the farm possession s  e ach and all belong ing to our church a s  spec ified 

by the cond it ion s  in the Chapter I On :the. le.ilin.g 06 lan.d/2 and :te.n.e.me.n.,t,6 .:to {)al't.m I ' 

s o  that fr om the growth o f  the farm the yearly revenue of our church may be 

thus augmented that the increa se in revenue may su ffice fir st for the ma in ­

tenance of  the C ommon Tab le in the Common Hall for the sustenance of those 

who every day serve God �n the ch oir of the church and then for the growth 

of  a greater r i chne s s  in hospital ity of the Dean and Prebendar ie s .  There fore 

we decree and orda in that both the M inor Canon s and the Gospeller , the Epi ­

stoler , the Organ ist ,  and the Lay Clerks w ith the Chor ister s of  our chur cr. 

sh ould eat and fea st in the C ommon Hall both eat ing heart ily and in those 

matter s mor e  with decor um and pr opriety in the sa id Hall . We w ish that the 

Dean every year at some t ime.be fore the fea st of St. M ichael th e Archangel 

e lect one of  the more d iscrete and sober men (wh o celebrate s Divine Wor sh ip 

perpetually in th e Ch oir) wh o should be called the Warden and who shall exer ­

c i se the o ffice of  Warden for one whole year fr om the fea st o f  St. M ich ael 

the Archang el a fter h i s  e lect ion to  that post . The Warden , w ith th e c on sent 

of  the maj or ity of  the d iner s temporar ily at each table , shall choose one 

d i screte and w i se man who sh ou ld be called the m onthly Steward for the Common 

Hall . .. 

Chapter 2 0 :  O f  the St ipend of the M inor Can on s, Gospe ll er, 

Master o f  Ch orister s ,  Ep ist oler , Organ ist, and 

Clerks, and Ch orister s 

We de cree and wish that at the end of  every year st ipends sh ould be pa id  
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to the m inist ers in the Cho ir by the hands o f  the Treasurer f rom the rev en ­

ues of the church (as w e l l  as thos e ass i gn ed in Chapt er 18) in equal port ions 

which are as fo l lows : v i z .  to ev ery M inor C anon for his port ion £10; to t he 

Gosp e l l er £9; to t he Ep isto ler £8 1 0s ;  Organ ist £20; to ev ery L ay C lerk £8 

to the Mast er of t he Chorist ers on top of the st ip end a l loc at ed in this 

st atute  by rights for h is p l ac e  in the c ho ir shal l hav e  £8 for t he educat ion 

of the Chorist ers. To the C horist eis in addit ion to their board and educ at ion 

w e  a l lot no further sum of mon ey; this much alon e do w e  w ish that out of the 

f i rst inc reas ed r ev enues of the Church , each Chorist er do rec eive annua l l y  

at the f east of E ast er 2�  yards of c loth , to the value of Ss at the exp ense 

of the church at the hands of the Treasurer for a l iv ery (as they cal l it) 

·whi  eh 1 i v ery w e  w ish to b e  a go'l'm . 

Chapt er 2 1 :  Of the houses and accommodat ion of the Dean , 

Preb endaries, Min or Canons and the rest of the 

m in ist ers ass i gn ed to our church 

. . . , .  W e  decree and ordain that the Dean and each of the Preb endari cs 

and Minor C anons and other m in ist ers of our church should hav e  their person a l  

and priv at e  houses w ithin the Prec inct of our church .. . . .  

Chapt er 34 : Of the Off ic e of Prec ent or. 

We dec ree  and ordain that on e of the Min or Canons , o r  the Gospe l l er ,  

who is o f  a m ature age and dist in guished in character and educ at ion should 

b e  chos en ev ery year by the Dean , o r  in his abs enc e by the V ic e -Dean, to b e  

Prec entor. H is off ic e sha l l  be  to guide w ith dec ency the s ingin g  of  p s a lm s  

in t h e  church to rous e those that are neg l i gent in singin g  to rebuke qui et l y  

those who m ake a disturb anc e and [ thos e who ] run about disorderly in the 

cho i r, and f in al l y to giv e  a vo cal lead to the o thers , j ust  as if he w ere  

their gu ide , so that no d i sco rd should arise  durin g the s ing i n g . Furthermo re 

he sha l l  truly not e, witho ut any d ec e it o r  m a l ic e , the absent ees from Div ine 

, 
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