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INTRCDUCTION TO THE EDITION

This edition of Mass music by Arnold de Lantins is
intended as a complement to the forthcoming issue of
Arnold's complete werks in Early Fifteenth-Century Music,

edited by Gilbert Reaney. The purposes of the present
edition are twofold: <o provide transcriptions of Arnoid‘s
surviving Ordinary settings as a basis for the present
discussion, and to facilitate study of their transmission
in the sources containing them. The second objective has
resulted in several unusual features in the transcriptions
presented here. First, instead of relegating variant read-
ings to a critical apparatus, the edition renders them
visible at a glance by giving parallel transcriptions for
settings that appear in more than one source--the Gloria/
Credo pair BL 90/91 and the movements of the Missa Verbum

incarnatum. Presentation in parallel transcription does
create some problems that call for adjustment. For in-
stance, certain phrases contain fewer perfections in one
source than in others. 1In such cases the transcriptions
contain blank spaces for the source that falls short; the
comparative readings come into alignment once more at the
beginning of the next phrase. Measure numbers thus repre-
sent the cumulative numbering of all versions rather than
that of any individual source.

Other conventions adopted to communicate information
relevant to the transmission of Arnold's Ordinary settings
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include check marks above the staves to indicate line ends
and double check marks to show page breaks in the origi-
nal. (Double check marks also indicate the point at which
the tenor goes from the verso to the recto of an opening.)
Double bars in the transcription represent bar lines in the
original. As seen in Chapter 4, such seemingly insigni-
ficant details can convey valuable information about a
source's exemplar.

Since errors play an important role in the study of
transmission, they have not been emended in this edition,
which preserves the readings of the sources as accurately
as possible. Ambiguities and errors that would typically
be normalized by the editor thus remain unresolved. of
course, some compromises have been necessary in order to
present the music in score. Where two voice parts conclude
with a long but the third ends with a breve, for example,
the missing value 1is represented by a rest enclosed in
brackets. Brackets also enclose modern time signatures
corresponding to redundant signatures given by the scribes.

In the process of editing the music of another era for
a modern edition one notices in passing many details that
reveal the habits and predilections of the scribes. Such
details, which are easily forgotten or lost among mountains
of file cards and notes, can provide the basis for creating
profiles of the individual scribes. Since the focus of
this edition is the transmission of Arnold's Mass music, I
have departed from normal editorial procedures by:

e Retaining the spelling and punctuation used by
scribes (while extending abbreviations)

e Placing dots above the staves to represent
dots of division in the originals

viii



e Indicating above the staff specific note
shapes wused, such as elements of Italian
notation or flagged vs colored semiminims when
usage differs among the sources

» Preserving the graphic appearance of manu-
script accidentals employed by the scribes,
thus # instead of 4

» Presenting the text underlay of the originals
as literally as possible while taking into
account what appears to have been the scribe's
intent

This edicion clearly gives more priority to the ends
of scholarship than to those of performance. Nevertheless,
the reader is encouraged to gather together a few singers
to bring this music to life once mecre, and perhaps to
resolve a few of the ambiguities in this edition as fif-
teenth-century singers resolved such problems in their
musical texts--by werking them out on the spot.
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