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the Ordinary of the Mass.1 There is, unfortunately, nothing to indicate
that the volume was at St. George's as early as the early 15th century,
when the manuscript and the fly-leaves were enclosed together in the
present binding.2 Certainly it is possible to say that towards the end
of the l4th century there was one choir somewhere in the country which
included in its repertoire music for the mass in isorhythmic style, and
in various elaborations of descant style; but the evidence is nouwhsere
near sufficiently conclusive definitely to state that this choir was

that of St. George's Chapel, Windsor.

Sf. George's Windsor was a reasonably well and comprehensively
staffed college, so favoured by its circumstances that it could never
lapse into obscurity. Certainly an opportunity was being presented to its
staff to adopt and themselves practise the traditions of cultivating and
enhancing the music of the liturgy which were already observed at the
secular cathedrals, and formerly at the greater monasteries also. What
remains impossible to assess, however, is the degree to which this
opportunity was vitiated by the sporadic neglect and occasional shortages

of personnel to which the chapter subjected their choral staff.

1« The official descriptions of this MS (A. Hughes, Medieval Polyphony in
the Bodleian Library, p.9,and B iv(2) RISM pp.252-4) may be slightly
amended., ff iii-ii i1s a bifolium which has been bound in inside out.
-If it be mentally reversed, it will be seen that ff.i-iii-ii, in that
order, form 3 consecutive leaves. Fo.ir contains the conclusion of
Gloria A, 3 parts in score, in a developed descant style. ff i v.-iiir
contain Gloria B complete; it is in 4 parts, the top 2 parts (at the
heads of ff.t V. and iiir respectively) carrying between them the
complete text of the Gloria, telescoped after the fashion of certain
settings in the 0ld Hall MS; the two lowest parts are untexted
isorhythmic tenors, the first tenor being marked with the cue
Exaudi pie pater, the other merely being marked Tenor Secundus. The
foot of fo.iiir preserves the beginning of Gloria C, which is continued
to completion on the next opening, ff 1ii v-=iirj; 3 parts in score,
all but the concluding section (fo iir:~ parallel descant with lightly
decorated triplex) being illegible. The foot of fo.iir preserves the
beginning of Gloria D which is continued on fo.ii vy only the section
on fo.iir is now transcribable, and is in straightforward parallel

- descant. Further leaves from probably the same MS were once used as
fly-leaves at the back of the book. They are now lost, but a reverse
image of part of the last leaf has survived on the leather of the
binding - which (after the fly-leaves were removed) in its turn left a

fragmentary true image on the last leaf of the MS proper. Enough remains

to show that the lost fly-leaf was laid out like fo.i1 v.- a texted part
occupying the first six staves of music, followed by one or two untexted
voices.

2. Fe Madan and E. Craster, Summary Catalogue of Western Manuscripts in
the Bodleian Library, vol.2, part 1, pp.255-60.
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3.3« The Household chapels of the lay and spiritual magnates.

Conspicuous = and expensive = as these collegiate foundations
undoubtedly were, royal anad aristocratic patrons of the church and
its spiritual services did. not restrict themselves to the establishment
and cultivation of collegiate churches. Such works cf generosity and
piety would benefit their souls both before and after death, and they
also provided a convenient resting-place for their mortal remains; but
while they still lived, they and their families and households needed
the constant services of priests much more instantly accessible and
available to attend upon them than the choir-priests of a college which
might be many miles away. It was to secure these more immediate
spiritual services that, by the time this period opens, the great of the
land may already have been maintaining within their households, chapel
establishments fully manned gnd equipped to sustain and perform the
worship of God and the sacrifice of the Mass in the presence of, and
for the benefit of, their patron and employer.lI Nor, probably, was

the magnate concerned purely with the welfare of his soul. The great

cultivated the awe in which they were held by maintaining around themselves

lavish and populous households with which to impress all comers with their
magnificence and might; only with splendour, therefore, could they
appropriately order their daily devotions, as being in a manner befitting
their status and esteem. A well-equipped and well-staffed chapel was
conspicuous testimony to their piety and orthodoxy - and to their wealth

and importance.

3+3.1. The Chapel Royal

0f such household chapels as are known to have bgen maintained at
this period, only the chapel royal comes into anything like clear focus;j
and even here, virtually nothing is known beyond the mere number and
names of its personnel. The Ordinances of York of 1318 : certainly reveal
that already the chapel was a specialised department of the household,
ité chaplains and clerks being regarded as quite separate from the
general run of household clerkse. The household accounts for the
l4th century tend to confirm this view; although there are explicable
exceptions to the rule, it remains true that on the various lists of
household clerks that they contain, the gentlemen of the chapel at least

can be clearly distinguished from the members of other departments of the

1. See above pp. 2058 - 62.
2, T.F. Tout, The place of the reign of Edward I, p.278
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household. Such complications as do exist in the interpretation of
these lists - and their resolution - are explained in an appendix.1
The humbler members of the chapel staff, however - those of valectus
and garcio statu52 - are listed on separate sets of accounts which
prior to 1374 do not distinguish them from other members of the
household of their ranky so far, therefore, they remain rather

obscure.

Taking the history of the Chapel up to the adulthood of Richard 2
- say, 1384 - the main observable feature is the settling of its numbers
and composition in a manner which reflects exactly those values and
priorities of the pzriod whose influence on the constitutions of neuwly
founded collegiate churches has already been observed. In short, there
can be detected a growing emphasis on the priestly element in the
chapel, almost to the exclusion of men not in priest's orders;
this occurred even though, in the absence of any chantry obligations,
there was no particular need to maximise the number of priests of
a household chapel. Secondly, overall numbers and internal composition
eventually settled on a pattern almost identical to that provided by
their statute-makers for the colleges at Windsor, Leicester, Westminster
and Arundel. This perhaps is what could be expected; it is not
surprising that what was considered the optimum composition for the
working staff of the chapel of a collegiate church should also be

considered the optimum composition for a household chapel.

The Ordinances of 1318 established the personnel of the Chapel
Royal with equal numbers of priests and clerks:- a dean, 5 chaplains
and 6 clerks, with presumably some three or four choristers.3 This
proportion was retained while numbers rose slightly:~ in 1341/44 there

were a dean, six chaplains and seven clerks, total 14.4 At this point

1. Prof. Trowell's statement in respect of these accounts, that "up to
the reign of Henry V, no distinction is made in the lists between
singers and administrative staff", ("The Early Renaissance" in ed.

" A.Robertson and D. Stevens, The Pelican History of Music, vol.2 p.25.)
is,happily, not borne out by close examination of the documents.
See Appendix R4, pp. AOI17-9q,

2. The staff of all large households were divided into three ranks,
registering their place in its hierarchy. Senior staff in posts of
considerable responsibility were termed armigeri or generosi (gentlemen);
the middle ranks were termed valecti (yeomen); menial servants and
boys occupied the bottom rank, and were termed pagetti, garciones
or pueri.

3« The earliest of the larger colleges of chantry-priests, the college
of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Winchester, founded in 1301 was equipped
with a choral staff similarly composed of almost equal numbers of
priests and clerks:- a provost and 6 chaplains and 6 clerks. See above,

p. 2052,

4, PRO E 36 204 ff.89r., 89v., 90r.
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the replacement of clerks by priests began; in 1347, apparently, the
14 members of the chapel consisted of the dean, 8 chaplains and 5
clarks.1 Probably the re-organisation was complete by the time that
Edward 3's prolonged absences from his wife, occasioned by his war
with France, first caused the staff of the Chapel Royal to be split
between those who accompanied King Edward to France, and those who
remained at home with Queen Philippa. Six chaplains were attached to
the Queen's householdz; the Dean, 7 chaplains and 1 clerk were with
the King's household in 1353/4, and the Dean and 7 chaplains and clerks
(the precise numbers of which were,unfortunately,nof indicated) in
1359/60.3 The gentlemen of the combined chapels at this period,
therefore, comprised the Dean some 12 or 13 priests, and one or two

gentlemen clerks, totalling some 14-16 persons.

After the treaty of Bretigny was signed in 1360, Edward 3 did
not personally go campaigning againy 1in practice the Queen's
chaplains and the personnel of the Chapel Royal probably then
amalgamated, although until the Queen's death in 1369 her chaplains
often appear listed separately on the accounts. Between 1360 and 1384
the numbers of gentlemen of the chapel that can be derived from the
accounts so consistently settles at 16 that it can be considered that
this number then represented the accepted complement of the Chapel
Royal. Fortunately there survives a list which can be ascribed to
Christmas 13664, which distinguishes between priests and laymen by
the careful insertion of the title 'Sir' where appropriate (the
list is in French); and from this, it is possible also to calculate
the proportion of laymen to priests among the gentlemen of the
chapel for a few years either side of 1366 as well. The composition

of the'chapel may be tabulated thug:ﬁ

1. J. Nichols, A Collection of Ordinances, p.l0. On the interpretation
of the documents printed on pp.3-10 see the caveat entered by T.fF.Tout,
" Chapters in Administrative History, vol.l, pp.37-8
2. PRD E 101 395/10, 396/11 fo.l7r.
e PROE ID) 392/12 ff 40r., 40v.; 393/11 ff 76r., 76v.
4, PROD E 101 395/10.
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Table 2:- Gentlemen of the Chapel Royal 1363 - 1384
Priests

Date Dean Chaplains Clerks Total
1363/4 S 1 14 1 16
Whitsun 1366 # 1 13 2 l6
Christmas 1366 : 1 13 2 16
Whitsun 1369 - 1 13 2 16
1371/2 ) 1 13 2 16
1372/3 °© 1 13 2 16

_Chaplains and Clerks
1376/77 ' 1 15 16
July 1377 - 1 14 15
1383/4 ? 1 14 15
1 October 1384 " 1l 15 16

1.
2.
3.

4,

Se

6.
7.

8.

9.

PRO E 101 394/16 m.9

PRO E 101 396/2 fo.56r.

PRO E 101 395/10; consisting of the dean, seven chaplains and two clerks
of the chapel of the King's household, and six chaplains of the Queen's
household - one of the latter chaplaincies being vacant.

PRO E 101 396/11 ff.l6v., 1l7r.; consisting of the dean, seven chaplains,
and two clerks of the King's chapel, one clerkship being vacant; and
six chaplains of the Queen's chapel.

PRO E 101 397/5 fo.43r. John Massyngham and William Dole are the only
men on this list not known to have been priests; they appear at the

end of the 40s. livery section, where the clerks normally occur, and

in compiling the table are presumed to have been laymen . Numbers as at
Whitsun, 13723 one chaplain, John Exeter, joined the chapel between
Christmas 1371 and Whitsun 1372,

PRO E 101 397/5 fo.82r.

PRO E 101 398/9 fo.3lr. Two interlopers, John Haverburgh and William
Pidyngton, occur among the 40s, chaplains and clerks; among the 15
names in this section, they alone are not otherwise known to have been
members of the Chapel Royal, and if they are discounted the complement
of chapel members totals 16.

PRO E 101 397/20 m.30 := funeral of Edward 3 (died 21 June 1377). The
"on8 vacancy was very recentj; Richard Haukdon had left the Chapel
between the compilation of the Whitsun livery a/c and the funeral of
Edward 3, and had not yet been replaced.

PRO E 101 401/2. Figures as at Christmas 1383; Simon Clement and Robert
Asshendon left between Christmas and Whitsun and were not immediately
replaced.

10.PRO E 101 401/6 mm.24, 25. This is the earliest of a different type of

list and is difficult to interpret. Dean and 11 others, chaplains of the
chapel royal, actually listed as suchj two other known chaplains,

John Exeter and Thomas Marton, appear as Clerici hospicii ipsius capelle
Regis, whatever that may mean; two others, Edward Southworth ana John
Menhir, appear to be omitted, although from other sources they are

known to have been members of the chapel at this time, and were therefore
reckonaed in for the purposes of compiling the table.
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As confirmation of 16 as the acknowledged complement of gentlemen
of the Chapel Royal, 16 surplices were delivered to the Dean for the use
of the clerks of the chapel on 29 QOctober 1376, a further 16 on 6 June

13771, and 16 more on 18 October 13772.

. One other minor internal reorganisation of the gentlemen of the
chapel may be noticed. As the proportion of chaplains to clerks
altered, the annual allowances for livery as established by the
Ordinance of 1318 - 46s. B8d. p.a. for a chaplain, 40s. for a clerk3
were not maintained. After 1371 the 46s., 8d. p.a. was paid to just
a small group of senior chaplains, who might number between two and five;
40s. p.a. was paid to all the rest, whether they were chaplains or clerks.
Thus was created, within the framework of the chapel, a smaller group of
long=-serving chaplains who were probably those identified by the title

digniores clerici capelle, which occurs on a list of 1385.4

The numbers so far discussed represent just the senior fully-
fledged members of the chapel staff, those enjoying generosus (gentleman)

status. They do not include the yeomen of the chapel (the clerici valecti),

nor such ancillary staff as the sumptermen of the chapel, nor the boys

of the chapel (pueri capelle)- the choristers. The sumptermen were merely

porters and took no active part in the actual conduct of the services

of the chapel; however, the yeomen and boys of the chapel certainly did.
There is virtually no information at all to be found about these latter
two categories of staff until the rolls of livery from the Great Wardrobe
begin to list them both by name and office from 1376 onwards. Probably
there were normally two clerici valecti; John Menhir and Thomas wynchecombé

held this office in 1377 and 13785. (Both of these were eventually

promoted gentlemen-clerks, Menhir by 1383, Wynchecombe by 1385§) Two
again are listed at Christmas 1383, October 1384 and Christmas 13847.
Surplices were provided for 3 choristers in 1360/1; and livery for 4 boys
(parvi clerici) in December 1376, 3 in December 1377, 4 at Christmas 1378,

4 at Christmas 1383, 5 in October 1384 and 5 again at Christmas 1384.8

1. PRO E 101 397/20, mm.26, 29.
2. PRO E 101 400/4, m.24
3« TeFs Tout, The place of the reign of Edward I, p.278

4. PRO E 101 401/16 m.13:- delivery of four surplices ordinata pro
dignioribus clericis capelle infra hospicium domini Regis ad
utendum in maioribus duplicibus festis.

5. PRO E 101 400/4 m.21 (12 Dec.l377 and Christmas 1378)

6. PRO E 101 401/2 fo.42r., 401/6 m.23.

7. PRO E 101 401/6 mm.1l7, 24, 23.

8. PRO E 101 393/15 m.2; 397/20 m.27; 400/4 m.21; 401/6 mm 17,25,23,




M

Thus for the reign of Edward 3, and for the first 7 years of that of
Richard 2, it appears that the number of gentlemen of the Chapel,
established at 12 in 1318, was standing at 14 by the 1340s and had become
16 by the 1360s, where it remained at least until 1384. Subject to

minor fluctuations the full complement of chapel staff for the last 25
years of this period probably stood at a dean and 13 chaplains (all of
gentleman status), 4 clerks (2 of gentleman status, 2 of yeoman status)
and 4 choristers - an establishment directly comparable with the choirs

created for the colleges at Windsor, Westminster, Leicester and Arundel.1

Certainly the Chapel Royal was seen as a specialised department
of the household, whose personnel was ssen as being, and was kept,
distinct from those of its other multifarious departments. They were
specialists, men selected for, and able to devote their time to
the duties that their particular department existed to provide. Of the
music and services of the chapel at this period, however, very little
can be learnt, except insofar és three of its members may be identifiable
with their namesakes who appear as composers in the 0ld Hall Manuscript.
These are John Aleyn, chaplain of the Chapel Royal 1363-13732; John
Exeter, chaplain of the Chapel Royal 1372-13973; and Roger Gervays,
chaplain of the Chapel Royal 1376-1377, minor canon of St. Paul's
Cathedral 1384-86,and vicar-choral of St. George's Chapel, Windsor and

Instructor of the Choristers in 13964.

1. Whether the two different grades of clerk reflected (as at
St. George's Windsor) a distinction between clerks in the order
of subdeacon and deacon, and clerks in minor orders enly, is not
known for certain, but does seem plausible.

2. PRO E 101 394/16 m.9, 397/5 fo.82r,

3. PRO E 101 397/5 fo.43r., 403/10 fo.43v.

4, PRO E 101 398/9 fo.3lr., 397/20 m.30, 400/4 m.21; A. Hughes and
M. Bent, "The 0ld Hall Manuscript", 21 Musica Disciplina (1967)
p.112, fn.B63 wWndDC xv 34 18.
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3.3.2. O0Other household chapels.

Of aristocratic household chapels, the Chapel Royal was probably
merely the most prominent of many maintained by the princes of the land E
and the princes of the churche. It is particularly to be regretted that
so little information concerning these has yet been discovered; for
the most part, only isolated chance references remain to demonstrate
that such chapels did indeed exist at all. Probably the best documented
of these is the chapel in the household of Edward of Woodstock (1330-76),
Prince of Wales (the Black Prince), eldest son of Edward 3. Born in 1330,
he had but one chaplain attached to his household between 1346 and 13481;
however, apparently in 1353, a fully-fledged chapel was established. 1In
1357 this consisted of a Dean (William de Oxewyk), 10 chaplains, 2 clerks
and 2 choristers2 - dimensions falling little short of the Chapel Royal
itself, as might be expected of the household chapel of the heir apparent

to the throne. Amongst the chaplains was John Ipswich, mentioned in the

text of John Aleyn's motet Sub Arthuro, referred to above.3 After the

death of the Black Prince in May 1376, his son Richard of Bordeaux
(born 1367, acceded as Richard 2, 1377) became heir to the throne, and
some sort of chapel establishment was created for himj a surplice was

made for a boy of this chapel in September 1376.4

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster (1340-99), third son of Edward 3,
maintained a household chapel which by 1380/1 consisted of a dean, 4
chaplains, 2 clerks and 3 choristerss; Henry Grosmont, Duke of Lancaster
(1299-1361), founder of Leicester College, maintained a chapel with a Dean
at its head in 1353.6 Amongst the princes of the church, Thomas Arundel
(younger brother of Richard Fitzalan, earl of Arundel, founder of Arundel
College),bishop of Ely, maintained a household chapel between 1381 and

1384 including choristers and an Instructor for them.7

What was being created at the larger colleges of royal and aristocratic
foundation, and in the households of royalty and the great landed and
ecclesiastical magnates, were choirs which were far smaller than those
of the secular cathedrals and the greater monasteries, but which consequently
were far more manageable and flexible. At the time of their foundation,

they were supplied with the staff necessary to enable them to perform the

1. Richard de Rotheley, chaplain of the Prince:- M.C.B. Dawes, Register
of Edward the Black Prince, vol.l passim

2., ibid., vol.4 pp.94, 227,205,129

3. See above. p. 3022.

4. PRO E 101 397/20 m.l3.

5. MMB pp.24-5 6. MMB, p.24

7 N« Orme, English Schools in the Middle Ages, p.322
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duties then expected of them - the perpetual celebration of the
ceremonial and music of the daily liturgy, as dirscted by the
Consuetudinary and service books of Salisbury Use. As has been
observed, any choir constructed to sing plainsong could also manage
any of the forms of polyphonic music in vogue during the l4th century,
and the new foundations of the 1340-1382 period certainly fell within

this category. Over the ensuing 40 years the potential thus created

began to be realised.






